
 NEWS RELEASE 
 
 

For Immediate Release 
 
Date:  May 19, 2006 
 
Contact: Katherine Laufenburger, Associate Planner  

Lisa Prasse, City Planner 
  (909) 399-5470 
 
 

EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
 
Claremont, CA -- The Claremont Architectural Commission has announced the winners 

of the 25th Annual “Excellence in Design Awards,” a program designed to recognize 

recently completed projects that best reflect the City’s standards of design excellence.  

Eight projects have earned awards in the categories of New Construction, 

Sustainability, Renovations/Additions, Landscaping, and Signs.    

 

The Architectural Commission will formally recognize the award winners at its meeting 

on May 24, 2006.  The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 225 W. 

Second Street.  The public is invited to attend. 

Following is a description of the winning projects: 

 

 

 



 

 

Seaver Biology Building 

A commitment to design excellence through architectural scale, character and 

sustainable design has earned the Seaver Biology Building (175 W. Sixth Street) 

awards in the categories of New Construction, Landscaping and Sustainability. The goal 

of the project’s architects, Bauer and Wiley Architects, was to create a building that took 

into consideration the surrounding neighborhoods concerns, while providing the facility 

the college required.  The building’s design and orientation are the result of a 

collaborative process with the neighbors.    

The Seaver Biology building integrates the scale and character of the older more 

traditional Pomona College buildings on its primary street facades; the eastern façade 

has a forward-looking design consisting of a glass rotunda entry and lounges to inspire 

those who enter the building.  The building’s innovative design incorporated daylighting, 

thermal energy storage, sensitive site planning and material choices.  These were 

factors in the building securing a Silver rating from the U.S. Green Building Council’s 

LEED program. Pomona College is being acknowledged for its notable commitment to 

energy conservation, environmental responsiveness and sustainable strategies along 

with it tradition on constructing handsome buildings. 

The landscape architects, Spurlock Poirier Landscape Architects, working with 

the building architects, used both native and adaptive plantings for the Southern 

California climate on the site.  The landscaping was designed to provide an education in 



climate specific plantings as encouraged by the Biology department.   In addition to the 

plantings, landscaping is added to the facade of the building itself through planters on 

the neighborhood side of the building that soften the facade and add depth and interest 

to the architecture. 

Recipients: Pomona College 

  Bauer and Wiley Architects 

  Spurlock Poirier Landscape Architects 

 

Robert Tranquada Student Services Building 

The combination of one and two story massing, the buildings positioning between 

existing mature trees and understated yet sensitive details has earned the Robert 

Tranquada Student Services Building (757 N. College Way) an award in the category of 

New Construction. The new 22,000 square foot building provides centralized health and 

wellness services for the students, faculty, and staff of all the Claremont Colleges.  The 

goal of the project architects, Carrier Johnson, was to design and locate a facility that 

was centrally located to all campuses and to compliment the surrounding buildings.  

In order to achieve this goal, College Way was realigned, resulting in the creation 

of a site for the new building and safer pedestrian friendly street and sidewalk patterns 

in the hub of the college campuses.  The building’s complimentary forms link the 

programmatic elements together yet clearly identify each of the individual internal 

services.  The building forms are separated and defined by a series of “wellness” 

gardens and patio spaces that invites both nature and light into each component of the 



center.  The building’s materials consist of plaster, tile, brick, copper and wood to be 

respectful of the campus community context and heritage while adding to the diversity 

of colors and textures of the area.  This results in an attractive building that welcomes 

and embraces the college community in keeping with design philosophy that was 

central to the development of the Tranquada Student Services Building  

Recipients:  Claremont University Consortium 

  Carrier Johnson 

 

Hoch Shanahan Dining Commons 

The Hoch Shanahan Dining Commons located at 301 Platt Boulevard has been 

selected for awards in the categories of New Construction, Sustainability and 

Landscaping.  The building is a Silver Level LEED Certified facility, employing an 

innovative displacement air distribution system.  While reducing energy consumption 

significantly over similar food services, this design affords great comfort to its 

occupants. 

NTD Architects designed the building to be respectful of the vocabulary of 

materials and symmetry of proportions set by earlier buildings designed by Edward 

Durrell Stone.  The design employs the 12x12 concrete block masonry units used 

throughout the Harvey Mudd Campus, in concert with a sky lighted atrium creating an 

exciting contemporary atmosphere within the context of the campus.  The new dining 

commons offer the students and faculty a variety of dining environments, inclusive of a 

bright daylight atrium garden space with trees and an open “Mediterranean market” 

atmosphere in the Servery.  



New landscaping was installed on and around the Hoch Shanahan Dining 

Commons site, including removal of large turf areas and the installation of native 

California Plantings, and new Coastal Live Oak trees.  The new drought tolerant 

plantings have reduced the amount of water and maintenance needed, and has 

provided a peaceful and enjoyable area for both the students and faculty of Harvey 

Mudd College.  

Recipients:  Harvey Mudd College 

  NTD Architects 

 

City of Claremont City Yard 

The City of Claremont had long needed a City Yard that provides all the services 

necessary to run a more efficient Community Services Department.  Pitassi Architects, 

Inc. brought this necessity to fruition with the design of the new City Yard buildings 

located at 1616 Monte Vista Avenue.  The new complex was designed to accommodate 

the constant changes and growing needs of the community through the consolidation of 

resources and enhancement of services.   The City Yard takes into consideration 

energy efficiency and the environment with installation of electric motion sensors for 

lighting and a compressed natural gas (CNG) facility to fuel some of the City’s motor 

feet.    The design of the City Yard provides the city with the necessary services, while 

being architecturally interesting.  The unique building forms take into consideration the 

adjacent plant nursery, and the changing grade of Monte Vista Avenue with curved 

roofs, and massing in proportion to the elevation of the street. 



Recipients: City of Claremont 

  Pitassi Architects, Inc. 

   

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church (2050 N. Indian Hill Blvd.) is being recognized for the 

artfully designed and crafted freestanding monument sign designed by MAC7 Graphics. 

The new flagstone base compliments the wood sign and brass lettering in addition to 

complimenting the exterior of the church building.  The attractive sign replaces the 

previous sign that was obscured by vegetation, weathered to the point of being illegible, 

and out dated.  The new orientation and angle of the freestanding sign provides more 

visibility to both Indian Hill and Base Line Road without compromising vehicular or 

pedestrian safety. 

 Recipients:  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

  MAC7 Graphics 
 
 
201 Oberlin 
 

The new triplex located at 201 Oberlin is the recipient for an award in the 

category of Work on an Existing Structure.  The original single family residence was 

constructed in 1906.  The property owner, Daryl McCance and his architect, Pete 

Volbeda, worked closely with former staff member, Senior Planner Mike Diaz, who 

greatly assisted in the final design of the new triplex.  The design preserves the 

craftsman style of the original home while adding two units at the rear of the site and 

balances the two story massing with the single story residences in the immediate 



neighborhood.  Wood siding, eave and vent details and garage doors that are 

consistent with the Craftsman style were used to provide a quaint triplex.   

Recipients:  Pete Volbeda Architecture Planning 

Daryl McCance 

  

The King Residence 

The King Residence located at 625 Yale Avenue has been chosen to receive an 

award in the category of New Construction.  The new residence was designed as a 

retirement cottage for the property owner by Anna Romero with Wheeler + Wheeler 

Architects.  The three bedroom, two bathroom home integrates well into its setting 

within Historic Claremont and provides an accessible floor plan that allow the property 

owner to age in their own home.   Great attention was paid to the house proportions, 

sense of scale and design details to create the authentic looking craftsman styled home.  

Recipients: Anna Romero, Wheeler + Wheeler Architects 

  Laura King  

  DJ Mumolo Construction, Inc. 

 

The Thielke Residence 

In December 2003, the Thielke residence at 267 Monterrey Avenue was unfortunately 

destroyed when a Cessna aircraft crashed.  Wheeler + Wheeler Architects with the 

assistance of DJM Construction, Inc., completed the masterful rebuilding of the 

residence.  The well thought out and executed design has earned this outstanding 

project an award in the category of New Construction.  The architects worked with the 



owners in designing a 3,682 square foot craftsman style home that provides maximum 

outdoor space and a spacious great room for family gatherings.   The home creates a 

public entry statement with an outreaching gable, yet subtle site presence with its 

contoured “L” shape and extended eaves.   The house is composed of five overlapping 

gables, carefully woven together to reveal their structural identity and provide focal 

points throughout the home.  The finest materials were used in construction to ensure 

long lasting quality.  The exposed roof is built with 3x8 rough sawn lumber to achieve a 

balance between rugged and finely-crafted construction.  The exterior is composed of 

shiplap siding, smooth finish stucco, and aluminum-clad wood windows.  The original 

landscaping was preserved throughout construction for privacy and as an homage to 

the previous 1964 house. 

Recipients: Peter Thielke 

 Wheeler and Wheeler Architects  

 James Sink, Architect 

   

 

Award winners are selected annually by the Architectural Commission, a City Council-

appointed board composed of seven local citizens.  Current members of the 

commission are Michael Shea (chair), Jamie Walton (vice chair), Robin Haulman, 

Susan Schenk, Robert Tener, and Marie Williamson (there is presently one vacancy).  

Nominations for the awards are accepted from the commission and private citizens 

throughout the year. 

 



The City of Claremont has a unique social, cultural, and economic heritage, which is 

represented in rich architectural history.  The City’s Architectural Commission 

encourages not only the preservation of historic structures, but also new urban design 

projects.  The “Excellence in Design Awards” program was initiated by the Architectural 

Commission in order to publicly recognize completed projects that best exhibit the 

standards of design excellence. 
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