February 21, 2019

Ban

At last week’s meeting, the City Council recognized
American Legion Keith Powell Post 78 on their 100th Anniversary.
The Post was named after Claremont resident Charles Keith
Powell, who was killed in action in World War 1.

Calendar
February 23
6:00am
Free Mulch Program, Cahuilla
Park

February 26
5:15pm
City Council Closed Session
6:30pm
City Council Meeting, Council
Chamber

February 27
7:00pm
Architectural Commission
Meeting, Council Chamber

February 28
7:00pm
Traffic and Transportation
Commission Meeting, Council
Chamber

NEWS BRIEFS

All City Council/Commission agendas
may be found attached to the meeting’s
calendar listing on the City website.

In recent days, concerns have been raised regarding the removal of
the iconic river rock street signs along Foothill Boulevard. As part of the Foothill Boulevard
reconstruction project, some of the signs are being removed to make way for new turn lanes or
prevent potential hazards. The City will work with its contractor and Claremont Heritage to rebuild the
signs that need to be removed, with the goal of reusing the existing river rocks and metal lettering to
maintain the classic Claremont feel.

CITY NEWS
City Council Meeting – February 26
The City Council will hold its regular meeting on February 26 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber. There will be
a Special Closed Session prior to the meeting at 5:15 p.m. The Council agenda is posted on the City website
and at City facilities the Thursday evening before the meeting. View Closed Session Agenda. View Regular
Meeting Agenda. View Regular Meeting Agenda Packet.
Iconic River Rock Street Markers along Foothill Boulevard
The Foothill Boulevard reconstruction project is moving along. Foothill Boulevard contains a variety of signs
dating back to its glory days as Route 66. In recent days, concerns have been raised regarding the street
marker signs. These iconic markers add to the nostalgia of Claremont’s portion of Route 66, are constructed of
river rock and metal lettering, and can be found in the median islands along Foothill Boulevard. The design of
these rock signs is often attributed to Millard Sheets. Several signs were constructed and reconstructed in
recent years by City contractors as vehicles have collided with the signs.
There are fifteen rock signs in total along Foothill Boulevard. Seven of those will need to be removed as part of
the project because their current location will result in them being in the roadway or too close to the curb,
creating a safety concern. Due to the new left turn lane at Mills Avenue and Foothill Boulevard, one of these
signs was removed on Wednesday, February 20. In addition, there are two missing street signs that the City
will be adding back to the street. The City will work with its contractor and Claremont Heritage to rebuild the
signs that need to be removed, with the goal of reusing the existing river rocks and metal lettering to maintain
the classic Claremont feel.
One of the most iconic monument signs is located at the southwest corner of Mountain Avenue and Foothill
Boulevard, made of rock and mosaic tile designed by famed artist Millard Sheets. This sign is not included in
the Foothill Boulevard Master Plan project, but the City has been working with historical restoration
companies to find the best method to preserve and protect the monument. In addition to preserving the
monument sign, the City is developing landscaping plans to beautify the corner around the sign.
City Council Study Session on ADUs
The City Council is holding a study session to discuss new regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).
ADUs are secondary, independent living facilities located on a property with an existing residential unit. They
are commonly referred to as “granny flats” or “in-law” units. The City is planning to amend the Claremont
Municipal Code to modify how ADUs are regulated. These amendments are in response to the changes in
State law. The study session will be held on Monday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Residential Burglars Arrested
On Tuesday, February 19, someone knocked on the front door of a residence in the area of Mills Avenue and
Alamosa Drive. When the resident answered the door, the person asked for water to put in his disabled
vehicle. The resident went to get the water and when he returned, the person was seen driving away in the
alleged “disabled” vehicle. An officer located and searched the vehicle. The search revealed possible stolen
property including coins and jewelry and black and white paper plates in the trunk. Based on the evidence
obtained during the investigation and the subjects’ prior criminal history, all three subjects, residents of Los

Angeles, were arrested for possession of stolen property and attempted burglary. It is believed that these
subjects may be responsible for previous burglaries that have occurred in the area during the past month.
Week 5 of Citizens Police Academy
Claremont’s Citizens Police Academy is currently
underway. The academy is a six-week program with sessions
held each Wednesday evening. This past Wednesday,
participants went to La Verne Police Department’s gun range
where Claremont’s range staff provided instruction on gun
safety and spoke of the extensive training provided to
Claremont’s Officers on use of force options. The week prior,
participants went through various scenarios including a traffic
stop, a domestic violence call for service, and a building search
during which they received first-hand experience on what it is
like to be a police officer and the split second decisions that must be made. The current academy class is full,
but we will be announcing the dates for the next session in the coming months.
Proactive Police Work Leads to Arrest for Possession of Loaded Firearm
On Wednesday, February 20, an officer patrolling the area of Garey Avenue
and College Way observed two subjects with hoodies covering their heads
knocking on a door of a residence. During further surveillance, the officer
saw the subjects walk into the backyard and return to their vehicle carrying
unknown property. The officer believed that a residential burglary may have
just occurred. Contact was made with the subjects. One of the subjects was
determined to be on probation for robbery and the second subject was in
possession of a loaded firearm. It was determined that the subjects, both
residents of Moreno Valley, had been hired by the owner of the residence to complete pool
repair. Unfortunately, the repair work was not completed as both subjects were arrested for various charges.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
Alley Maintenance Reminder
Property owners living next to alleys are reminded to keep them clear of low-hanging vegetation, debris,
weeds, dead leaves, and other plant growth. This makes it easier for the City’s service vehicles to navigate the
alleys as they provide service to the neighborhoods. Maintaining the alleys also eliminates unsafe and
unsightly conditions. If vegetation is overhanging into the alley, please trim or raise any tree branches to allow
at least 13 feet of overhead clearance. Please remove and properly dispose of weeds, leaves, debris, and other
items that may be next to the property, and perform routine inspections and maintenance of the area on a
regular basis.
To schedule a bulk item pick-up to dispose of large items, you can contact the Community Services
Department at (909) 399-5431.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
Bonita Avenue Water Main Line Installation – Construction Update
Golden State Water crews are continuing work on the Bonita Avenue water main line installation. Over the
course of the project, the City has received concerns from the public, as well as affected residents. In
response, and moving forward, Golden State Water will not be allowed to perform work on Bonita Avenue
and the surrounding streets before 9:00 a.m. Traffic control plans for this project are currently being
reevaluated to reduce road closures and public inconvenience.
Construction on the new water main line is on the following streets:
Bonita Avenue (from Carnegie Avenue to Indian Hill Boulevard)
Mountain Avenue (from Bonita Avenue to Harrison Avenue)
Cambridge Avenue (from Bonita Avenue to Harrison Avenue)
Berkeley Avenue (from Bonita Avenue to Harrison Avenue)
Grinnell Drive
Harrison Avenue (from Mountain Avenue to Cambridge Avenue)
This project is expected to be completed in April 2019. Please contact the Engineering Division at (909) 3995465, with any questions regarding this construction.
Southern California Edison – Pole Replacement on Monte Vista Avenue
On Tuesday, February 26, Southern California Edison will be removing and replacing two deteriorated power
poles on the east side of Monte Vista Avenue, north of Claremont Boulevard. This work will require a road
closure, which will restrict northbound traffic to proceed past Claremont Boulevard. Southbound traffic will
not be affected. Changeable message signs will be placed on Foothill Boulevard to alert drivers of the closure.
Commuters looking to continue northbound past Claremont Boulevard will be redirected to Mills Avenue via
posted detour signs. This work is schedule to begin at 9:00 p.m. and is expected to be completed by 6:00 a.m.
All residents and businesses affected by the power outage have been notified by Southern California Edison.
During this construction, drivers and pedestrians are directed to follow the appropriate construction signs.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Curbside Electronic Waste Pickup
Disposing of electronic waste has never been easier! The City offers a free curbside electronic waste collection
program in partnership with Greenway Solid Waste & Recycling. Electronic waste includes computers,
monitors, keyboards, printers, televisions, DVD players, hard drives, fax machines, and cell phones. Please
contact Greenway at (909) 518-7943 to schedule a free curbside pickup. Used oil may also be collected
curbside free of charge. To schedule a used oil pickup, please contact the Sanitation Division at (909) 3995431.
Recycling Tip of the Week
Nothing hits the spot during chilly weather quite like a hot drink, but can
your to-go coffee cup be recycled? Unfortunately no, hot paper cups
typically have a plastic or waxed coating that does not break down. Please
place hot paper cups in the black trash container or, better yet, bring a
reusable cup!

Free Mulch Program – February 23
The City’s tree maintenance contractor will be providing free mulch to residents on Saturday, February 23.
Mulch will be available on a first-come, first-served basis beginning at 6:00 a.m. at Cahuilla Park, located at
Scripps Drive and Indian Hill Boulevard. Residents will need to bring all equipment necessary to load and
transport the mulch. The City offers this free mulch to Claremont residents six times a year. If you have any
questions about the Free Mulch Program, please contact the Community Services Department at (909) 3995431.
Tree Planting Event – March 9
The next planting event of the 2019 Reforestation program will be held on Saturday, March 9 at Wheeler Park
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Registration will be on the north side of Wheeler Park. Volunteers will assist City
staff and Sustainable Claremont with planting street trees. Planting events are open to everyone and are very
family friendly. Please join us as we give back to the City’s Urban Forest by planting trees! For more
information, please contact the Community Services Department at (909) 399-5431 or by email at
cdillman@ci.claremont.ca.us.
Arbor Day – March 30
Save the date! The Claremont community is invited to a special tree
planting event celebrating the City’s urban forest at the 2019 Arbor Day
Celebration. Arbor Day will be held at St. Luke Lutheran Church on
Saturday, March 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Community Services is
partnering with Sustainable Claremont, West Coast Arborists, and Circle
2.0 to plant trees along Base Line Road. The Arbor Day event will
feature a brief ceremony, activities and information booths, poster
contest, and tree planting.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The City of Claremont publishes information and news from our community partners and agencies.
Speaker Series on Gun Violence
The League of Women Voters is hosting a discussion on gun reform on Sunday, March 10 from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. at Pomona College. The discussion is part of a yearlong speaker series on gun violence. The
discussion is titled “Gun Legislation in the Golden State: Perspectives on Reform from Legislators and Activists”
and is presented by State Senator Anthony Portantino, in collaboration with the League of Women Voters and
Pomona College’s Department of Politics. For more information, please call (909) 599-7351. A flyer with more
information is attached to the end of the Weekly Update.
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden – Free Admission
Claremont residents can visit the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden for free! To celebrate the “Origami in the
Garden” outdoor sculpture exhibition, and to make their 86-acre grounds accessible to all Claremont
residents, admission will be free on Sunday, March 10. Please bring proof of residency. Family friendly
activities, including a docent-led tour and origami paper folding are also free.
The Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden is located at 1500 North College Avenue. For more information, please
visit www.rsabg.org.

RECREATION, SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Fourth of July Celebration Update
Fourth of July Banners on Sale
Claremont Fourth of July Celebration banners are now on sale. These personalized banners are available to
any business, family, school, or group and serve as a fundraiser for the 2019 Fourth of July Celebration. Your
name will be printed on the bottom of a 20” x 42” banner and will be showcased in prominent Village
locations from Memorial Day weekend through the Fourth of July. The deadline to order your personalized
banner is Monday, April 1.
Fourth of July Sponsors Sought
The City of Claremont’s Independence Day Committee invites you to consider
promoting your organization to over 35,000 people as a sponsor of the 71 st
Annual Fourth of July Celebration. Whether you choose to be a $5,000 Presenting
Sponsor or a $500 Ticket Sponsor, your sponsorship is an opportunity to be a part
of a Claremont tradition. The deadline to become a Fourth of July Celebration
sponsor is Monday, April 1.
Festival Booths Available
Booths are available to Claremont non-profit organizations and are an excellent way to raise awareness
and/or funds for your organization. The festival is open from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Memorial Park. Booth
fees range from $25 to $100 depending on whether it is an information, game, or selling booth. The booth
application deadline is Wednesday, May 1.
Parade Entries Now Being Accepted
Non-profit organizations, families, and individuals are invited to enter the annual Fourth of July parade. The
parade starts at 3:00 p.m. and encompasses a two-mile route that begins at Memorial Park, travels south on
Indian Hill Boulevard, west on Harrison Avenue, and ends at Larkin Park. Parade applications are due by
Wednesday, May 1.
For more information on the Fourth of July Celebration, please contact Human Services at (909) 399-5490 or
by email at SpecialEvents@ci.claremont.ca.us. Additional information can also be found on the City’s website.

RECREATION CLASSES
The City offers a range of classes and activities for children and adults. To view a complete class description or
to register for an activity, please call the Hughes Center at (909) 399-5490 or visit www.claremontrec.com.
Tiny Tots Judo (Ages 3 – 6)
Judo is a martial art that involves tumbling, falling,
throwing, and grappling. Classes will be held at the Hughes
Center on Thursdays and Fridays, March 7 through April 26.
Class fee for 8 classes is $55 for Claremont residents and
$60 for non-residents. Class fee for 15 classes in $75 for
Claremont residents and $80 for non-residents.

Introduction to Hip-Hop (Ages 5 – 12)
Break a sweat and learn some killer dance moves in this high-energy Hip-Hop class. Classes will be held
at the Hughes Center on Mondays, February 25 through March 18. Class is $65 for Claremont residents
and $70 for non-residents.
Beginning Ukulele (Ages 8 and Older)
Playing the Ukulele is fun and easy! Classes will be held at the Upland Music School (791 E. Foothill
Boulevard) on Thursdays, March 7 through April 4 from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Class fee is $70 for
Claremont residents and $75 for non-residents.

YAC & TAC ACTIVITIES
The City offers supervised activities for teens in middle school and high school at the YAC and TAC Activity
Centers. For more information on the activities, please contact the YAC at (909) 399-5363 and/or the TAC at
(909) 399-5378.
3-2-1 Racewalk! - Tuesday, February 26
On Tuesday, February 26 at 3:00 p.m., TAC participants get a chance to practice their Racewalking skills
with a few pros! Bring your friends and try out this fun sport. Snacks will be provided after the
workshop to those who attend.
Apple Pie in a Cup - Wednesday, February 27
Come to the YAC Wednesday, February 27 at 3:30 p.m. and end February with a sweet treat! Enjoy a
classic with a twist while making your own Apple Pie in a Cup - it’s easier than it sounds and just as
delicious as the real thing.
Can You Find All the Presidents? - Thursday, February 28
In honor of Presidents’ Day, the TAC will be giving participants a president-themed word search on
Thursday, February 28 at 3:00 p.m. Each participant that completes the worksheet will get a small
prize.
Bird Box Leading - Thursday, February 28
Join us at the YAC on Thursday, February 28 at 4:00 p.m. as we take the popular movie Bird Box and
turn it into a fun (and safe) leadership activity! Work together and lead your team through different
challenges using only your voice. The team that works together will be successful in winning a prize.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES
The City offers a variety of activities for older adults. Below are the activities coming up this month. For a full
description of the activities, please contact the Joslyn Center at (909) 399-5488 or visit www.claremontrec.com.
Writing Our Way into Memoir
Are you ready to begin crafting your life story? This class will introduce writers at any stage of
development to a variety of techniques for writing insightful memoirs in varying formats via readings,
lectures, and practice. Instructors Laura Hoopes and Anita Zachary are award-winning authors with
MFAs from SDSU. This class will take place on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. from March 7 to
April 25. A $16 materials fee is due to the instructors on the first day of class.

Noon Knowledge Series: Holistic Wellness and Self Care
On Tuesday, March 5, students from Pomona College’s Psychology Department will delve into some of
the sectors of holistic well-being, such as intellectual, spiritual, and social wellness. Discussion on ways
we can take care of ourselves in each of these ways will follow the presentation. This free discussion
will take place at the Joslyn Center at 12:30 p.m. Pre-registration is encouraged.
Scam Stopper Breakfast
On Wednesday, March 12, a panel of experts will provide
information about how you can protect yourself from fraud
related to home repair, finances, identity theft, auto repair,
and more. Breakfast will be served. Space is limited; preregistration is required. Presented by Assemblymember Chris
Holden, City of Claremont, and the Contractor’s State License
Board. Breakfast sponsor: Kiwanis Club of Claremont. This free
presentation will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the
Joslyn Center.

City of Claremont
Helpful City Phone Numbers
City Hall/General Info
City Manager
City Clerk
City Council
Code Enforcement
Building
Engineering
Planning
City Yard
Hughes Center
Joslyn Center
Blaisdell Center
YAC
TAC
Police Department

(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5441
(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5444
(909) 399-5467
(909) 399-5471
(909) 399-5465
(909) 399-5470
(909) 399-5431
(909) 399-5490
(909) 399-5488
(909) 399-5367
(909) 399-5363
(909) 399-5378
(909) 399-5411

City of Claremont
City Hall
207 Harvard Avenue
Claremont, California 91711
Website: www.claremontca.org

The City of Claremont does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or
activities. The City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices. Questions, con cerns, complaints, or
requests for additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the City’s Building Department at (909)
399-5471.

