Claremont students were recognized at the Making
Change Contest Awards reception on Monday. The contest
enables students to honor and remember advocates of social
change.
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Calendar
March 4
5:30pm
Future Financial Opportunities
Committee, City Hall Citrus
Room

March 5
7:00pm
Planning Commission Meeting,
Council Chamber

March 6
7:00pm
Community and Human
Services Commission Meeting,
Council Chamber

March 7
7:00pm
Police Commission Meeting,
Council Chamber

NEWS BRIEFS

All City Council/Commission agendas
may be found attached to the meeting’s
calendar listing on the City website.

On February 26, the LA County Board of Supervisors passed a motion
to rename the library to “Claremont Helen Renwick Library.” Helen Renwick was a patron of the arts,
community leader, and a philanthropist. In 1919, she donated the land behind her house to be used as
a site for the Claremont library.
At its February 26 meeting, the City Council adopted an ordinance to establish and implement bydistrict elections beginning in 2020. With district elections, the City is divided into geographic areas and
voters select a Council candidate from their district.

CITY NEWS
City Council Meeting Summary
Following is a summary of City Council action from its regular meeting held on February 26, 2019:
CONSENT CALENDAR
1.

Unanimously voted to adopt a resolution allowing certain claims and demands and specifying the funds
out of which the same are to be paid, dated February 21, 2019.

2.

Unanimously voted to approve and file the closed session and regular City Council meeting minutes of
February 12, 2019.

3.

Unanimously voted to adopt an ordinance extending Ordinance No. 2016-11 and the regulations set
forth in Chapter 9.72 of the Claremont Municipal Code relating to the personal, medical, and
commercial use of marijuana.

4.

Unanimously voted to adopt a resolution directing Willdan Financial Services, as engineer of record, to
prepare and file the 2019-20 Annual Report pertaining to Landscape and Lighting District No. LL001.

5.

Received and filed the following letters and financial reports for the year ended June 30, 2018:
A. Audit Communication Letter;
B. Management Letter;
C. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR);
D. Transportation Fund Financial Statements; and
E. Area Agency on Aging (Senior Nutrition Program) Financial Statements.

6.

Unanimously voted to adopt a resolution to receive funding from the Urban and Community Forestry
Grant Program as provided through Proposition 68 Parks and Water Bond.

7.

Unanimously voted to authorize the City Manager to execute an amendment to the existing
professional services agreement with Blais & Associates to add an additional $25,000 in compensation,
increasing the total compensation to $50,000.

8.

Received and filed the update to the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
9.

Unanimously voted to receive and file the 2018 Part I Crime Data Report.

10.

Voted to adopt an ordinance establishing and implementing by-district elections, incorporating
selection of District Voting Map 124a, and an election sequence commencing with Districts 1 and 5 at
the November 2020 election (Councilmembers Reece and Schroeder voted against).

11.

Received and filed the 2018-19 Mid-Year Budget Report.

Claremont Library Renamed in Honor Helen Renwick
Through Helen Renwick’s generosity, Claremont was
able to build its first public library in the early 1900s.
On Tuesday, February 26, the LA County Board of
Supervisors passed a motion to rename the library to
“Claremont Helen Renwick Library” in honor of her
legacy. Renwick was a patron of the arts, community
leader, and philanthropist who supported the growing Claremont community. In 1919, she donated the land
behind her house to be used as a site for the Claremont library. The City is very appreciative of Helen
Renwick’s contributions to our community. The renaming of the Claremont library is a fitting tribute to her life
and legacy.
City Council Approves Transition to District Elections
At its Tuesday, February 26 meeting, the City Council adopted an ordinance to establish and implement bydistrict elections beginning in 2020. With district elections, the City is divided into geographic areas and voters
select a Council candidate from their district. The Council also approved a final district voting map, creating
five different districts. The map can be viewed here. Districts 1 and 5 will have City Council seats voted on in
the November 2020 General Municipal Election. Districts 2, 3, and 4 will have City Council seats voted on in
the November 2022 General Municipal Election.
The Council decided to transition to district-based elections in light of recent California Voter Rights Act
lawsuits. The City hired National Demographic Corporation (NDC) to assist with the districting process. NDC
conducted outreach and drafted districting maps based on community discussions. The City held five public
hearings and four community workshops to allow residents an opportunity to participate in these discussions.
For information on the transition to district elections, please contact the City Manager’s Office at (909) 3995441.
Chief Vander Veen Named Claremont Woman of Distinction
Congratulations to Police Chief Shelly Vander Veen, who has been
selected as the 41st Assembly District’s Woman of Distinction for
Claremont! Chief Vander Veen is a 25-year veteran of the Claremont
Police Department, having started her career as a reserve officer in 1993.
She is a well-respected leader and brings a quiet confidence to her role.
Chief Vander Veen embodies the spirit of community-based policing and
promotes a culture of inclusion and respect. In celebration of Women’s
History Month, Assemblymember Chris Holden will recognize the 41st
Assembly District’s Women of Distinction at his Annual Open House on
Thursday, March 28. Congratulations Chief Vander Veen, and thank you for making a positive impact on our
community!
City Council Study Session on ADUs
The City Council is holding a study session to discuss new regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).
ADUs are secondary, independent living units located on a property with an existing residential unit. They are
commonly referred to as “granny flats” or “in-law” units. The City is planning to amend the Claremont
Municipal Code to modify how ADUs are regulated. These amendments are in response to the changes in
State law. The study session will be held on Monday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Commercial and Residential Burglaries Down in 2018
At the Tuesday, February 26 City Council meeting, Chief Shelly
Vander Veen presented the Part I crime statistics compiled from
2018. Part I crimes include homicide, rape, robbery, assault,
burglary, theft, auto theft, and arson. In 2018, there was a 3%
decrease in overall Part I Crimes with a total of 988 Part I Crimes
compared to 1,018 in 2017. Property crimes made up 94% of the
City’s Part I Crimes. Within this category, residential burglaries
went down by nearly 15% (from 168 in 2017 to 143 in 2018) and
commercial burglaries went down by 31% (77 in 2018 compared to
111 in 2017). Click here to view the related City Council Agenda
Report.
A suspect was arrested after the
Stix Ride Shop was burglarized on
February 23. View related Press Release.
Foot Pursuits Lead to Arrests
Three foot pursuits in two days kept Claremont officers running last week. On Wednesday, February 20, an
officer attempted to stop a stolen Chevy Silverado when the driver fled from the vehicle in the area of Monte
Vista Avenue and Arrow Route. The driver jumped the fence into the quarry where the foot pursuit
continued. Upland PD and Montclair PD responded to assist as the foot chase of the suspect continued. The
suspect was eventually caught by a CPD officer and assisting officers. The driver, a resident of Pomona, was
arrested for grand theft auto and resisting arrest.
On Thursday, February 21, officers responded to the front of City Yard on Claremont Boulevard after a vehicle
collided into a City trash truck. After the collision, both the male driver and female passenger took off running.
Numerous CPD Officers, Detectives, and K-9/Luther responded and began chasing the suspects. The female
was captured soon after the foot chase began, however, the male led officers on an extensive foot chase,
running through the Claremont Club and through yards in the various surrounding neighborhoods. A
construction worker saw the officer chasing the suspect and the worker tackled the suspect and took him to
the ground. The suspect continued to struggle before being successfully handcuffed and arrested. The male
driver, a resident of Montclair, was arrested for DUI, hit and run, resisting arrest, and a warrant for felony
evading. The female passenger, a resident of Alta Loma, was arrested for resisting arrest.
Finally, on Thursday, February 21, an off-duty CPD officer called regarding a man with facial tattoos who
appeared to be under the influence of a narcotic, sprinting away from the area of Stater Bros. Upon officers’
arrival, the suspect ran from officers and a brief foot pursuit ensued. A perimeter was established and
moments later, the suspect was seen jumping fences along the southwest corner of the intersection of Foothill
Boulevard and Towne Avenue. The suspect was located at the Village Carwash on Foothill Boulevard where he
once again attempted to escape, but he was immediately captured and placed under arrest. It was later
determined that the suspect, who is currently listed on active parole for robbery, was in possession of a stolen
bottle of alcohol and under the influence of methamphetamine. He was arrested for possession of stolen
property, resisting arrest, under the influence of a controlled substance, and a parole violation.

Citizens Academy Graduation
Congratulations to the 24 members of the Claremont Police Department’s Citizens Academy who graduated
on Wednesday, February 27! During the six-week academy, participants interacted with numerous members
of the Department and received over 15 hours of instruction. The group was very enthusiastic and got
“hands-on” experience by going through real-life scenarios, making split second decisions in a use of force
simulator and receiving firearm instruction at a live shooting range.
The graduates were congratulated at Wednesday night’s ceremony by Mayor Corey Calaycay, City Manager
Tara Shultz, and Chief of Police Shelly Vander Veen. The Claremont Police Department was honored to have
members of the community volunteer their time to learn more about their police department and planning
has already begun for another session later in the year.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
Deceased Animals on City Streets
The Inland Valley Humane Society, which provides licensing and animal control services for the City of
Claremont, will remove any deceased animals from City streets. If you see a deceased animal, contact the
Inland Valley Humane Society with the address or location of the animal. Please be sure to not handle the
animal. For a fee, the Humane Society will also remove any deceased animal or pet from a residence. For more
information, please contact the Inland Valley Humane Society at (909) 623-9777.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
Foothill Boulevard Improvements
Work continues on the Foothill Boulevard Improvement Project. The next phase of construction is estimated
to begin next week. This next phase of the project covers the portion of Foothill Boulevard from Amherst
Street to Yale Avenue.

As part of the construction, the traffic signals at the
intersection of Foothill Boulevard and Claremont Boulevard
will be non-operational on Wednesday, March 6 and
Thursday, March 7 while modifications are being made to
the signal poles and equipment. The signals will be down
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on both days.
Traffic will be impacted as stop signs will be used at the
intersection while this work is being performed.
The Foothill Boulevard improvements are being conducted
in four phases. Staff expects each phase to take up to three
months to complete. Once construction is completed, Foothill Boulevard will have two vehicle travel lanes in
each direction of Foothill Boulevard and will include either a Class IV Bikeway (protected bike lane), Class II
Bikeway (bike lane), or a combination of Class II Bikeway (bike lane) and on-street parking. As the project
moves along, updates will be posted on the City’s website. Completion of the project is expected by the end of
2019. For more information, please contact the Engineering Division at (909) 399-5465.
Iconic River Rock Street Markers along Foothill Boulevard
Foothill Boulevard contains a variety of signs dating back to its glory days as Route 66. In recent days,
concerns have been raised regarding the street marker signs. These iconic markers add to the nostalgia of
Claremont’s portion of Route 66, are constructed of river rock and metal lettering, and can be found in the
median islands along Foothill Boulevard. The design of these rock signs is often attributed to Millard Sheets.
Several signs were constructed and reconstructed in recent years by City contractors as vehicles have collided
with the signs.
There are fifteen rock signs in total on Foothill Boulevard. Six of those will need to be removed as part of the
project, because their current location will result in them being in the roadway or too close to the curb,
creating a safety concern. Due to the new left turn lane at Mills Avenue and Foothill Boulevard, one of these
signs was removed on February 20, 2019. In addition, there are two missing street signs that the City will be
adding back to the street. The City will work with its contractor and Claremont Heritage to rebuild the signs
that need to be removed, with the goal of reusing the existing river rocks and metal lettering, to maintain the
classic Claremont feel.
One of the most iconic monument signs is located at the southwest corner of Mountain Avenue and Foothill
Boulevard, made of rock and mosaic tile designed by famed artist Millard Sheets. This sign is not included with
the Foothill Boulevard Master Plan project, but the City has been working with historical restoration
companies to find the best method to preserve and protect the monument. In addition to preserving the
monument sign, the City is developing landscaping plans to beautify the corner around the sign.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Tree Planting Event – March 9
The next planting event of the 2019 Reforestation program will be held on Saturday, March 9 at Wheeler Park
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Registration will be on the north side of Wheeler Park. Volunteers will assist City
staff and Sustainable Claremont with planting street trees. Planting events are open to everyone and are very
family friendly. Please join us as we give back to the City’s Urban Forest by planting trees! For more
information, please contact the Community Services Department at (909) 399-5431 or by email at
cdillman@ci.claremont.ca.us.

Arbor Day – March 30
Celebrate the City’s urban forest at the 2019 Arbor Day Celebration! This year, Arbor Day will be held at St.
Luke Lutheran Church on Saturday, March 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Community Services is partnering
with Sustainable Claremont, West Coast Arborists, and Circle 2.0 to plant trees along Base Line Road. The
Arbor Day event will feature a brief ceremony, activities and information booths, poster contest, and tree
planting.
Claremont Named Tree City USA
The City of Claremont was named a 2018 Tree City USA in honor of its commitment to effective urban forest
management. Claremont’s commitment to trees has earned it the Tree City USA
certification for 34 straight years! The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the
Arbor Day Foundation, in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and the National
Association of State Foresters. Claremont achieved the Tree City USA recognition by
meeting the program’s four requirements: a tree board or department, a tree-care
ordinance, an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 per capita, and an
Arbor Day observance and proclamation. Trees provide multiple benefits to a
community when properly planted and maintained. They help to improve the visual
appeal of a neighborhood, increase property values, reduce home cooling costs, remove air pollutants, and
provide wildlife habitat, among many other benefits. More information on the program is available at
www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.
Recycling Tip of the Week
Residents that maximize their recycling can reduce their impact on the environment as well as potentially
reduce their monthly sanitation bill. The following types of material may be placed into your blue comingled
recycling container: paper, cardboard, food boxes, milk cartons, glass bottles and jars, wrapping paper,
bottles, as well as aluminum pet food, soup, and soda
cans. Please ensure that all recycled materials are clean
and free of food waste or residue. The recycling facility
asks that recyclable items not be bagged. The bags can
get stuck in the sorting equipment. We do recommend
that shredded or loose paper be placed in paper bags
to keep items contained and prevent litter during the
collection process.
The City’s curbside green waste program is another
excellent way to divert material from the landfill.
Appropriate products for the green waste container
include grass clippings, leaves, chipped wood, and small
branches (less than 4 inches in diameter and less than two feet in length.) Some yard clippings and organic
materials are not suitable for the green waste container, including palm fronds, ice plant, cactus, succulents,
bamboo, pet waste, and food waste. These materials should be placed in the black trash container to prevent
contamination. For easy processing, please do not place green waste in plastic bags.
For more information on recycling programs, please contact the Community Services Department at (909)
399-5431.

RECREATION, SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Making Change Contest Winners
On Monday, February 25, the City of
Claremont and the Claremont Unified
School District hosted the award
reception for the 29th Annual Making
Change Contest winners. This contest is
an opportunity for K-12 students to
honor and remember advocates of social
change. Over 500 entries were received
for this year’s contest, including
individual letters, essays, multimedia
presentations,
or
artistic
pieces
completed as a group. The award ceremony was held at the Alexander Hughes Community Center and
winners from each category were presented with a certificate from the City and the School District, and
individual winners also received a $100 check. Congratulations to this year’s winners:
Group Winners:
Annette Reed’s 2nd Grade Class (Chaparral)
Enid Bilau, Sydney Contreras, Michelle Chiu, Nicole Lowenstein
(El Roble)
Ruby Raheja, Emily Maass (CHS)
Individual Winners:
Ginger Mungaray (Condit)
Grace Wright (Condit)
Denise Jie Yi Chen (El Roble)
Charlie Warren (CHS)
Skyler Scheetz (CHS)

Fourth of July Celebration Update
Theme Contest
All Claremont students in grades K-6 are invited to enter their ideas for the theme
of the 71st Annual Fourth of July Celebration! The student with the winning entry
will receive fireworks tickets, recognition at the pre-parade reception, a special
place in the parade, and will lead the flag salute at the flag raising ceremony. The
deadline for submission is Thursday, March 14.
Fourth of July Banners
Claremont Fourth of July Celebration banners are now on sale! These personalized banners are available to
any business, family, school or group and serve as a fundraiser for the 2019 Fourth of July Celebration. Your
name will be boldly printed on the bottom of a 20” x 42” banner and will be showcased in prominent Village
locations Memorial Day weekend through the Fourth of July. The deadline to order your personalized banner
is Monday, April 1.
Fourth of July Sponsorship
The City of Claremont’s Independence Day Committee invites you to consider promoting your organization to
over 35,000 people as a sponsor of the 71 st Annual Fourth of July Celebration. Whether you choose to be a
$5,000 Presenting Sponsor or a $500 Ticket Sponsor, your sponsorship is an opportunity to be a part of a
Claremont tradition. The deadline to become a Fourth of July Celebration sponsor is Monday, April 1.
Anthem Contest
We are now accepting applications to perform the National Anthem at this year’s Fourth of July Celebration.
Entrants must be able to perform the National Anthem either a cappella or acoustic instrumental, be in grades
7 through 12, and either reside in Claremont or attend a Claremont school. You may audition as a solo or
group act. Auditions will be held on April 30, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Alexander Hughes Community Center.
The deadline for submission is Thursday, April 11.
Nominees for this Year’s Fourth of July Honorees
Nominations are now being accepted for this year’s Grand Marshal, Honored Citizen and Honored Group.
Nominees must live, work, attend school, or have graduated from a school in Claremont. Please think about
your neighbors, friends, colleagues, and family members and take a moment to recognize their efforts. The
deadline for submission is Thursday, April 11. For more information on the Fourth of July Celebration, please
contact Human Services at (909) 399-5490 or by email at SpecialEvents@ci.claremont.ca.us. Additional
information can also be found on the City’s website.

RECREATION CLASSES
The City offers a range of classes and activities for children and adults. To view a complete class description or
to register for an activity, please call the Hughes Center at (909) 399-5490 or visit www.claremontrec.com.
Fun with Science (Ages 4 – 9)
Come join this fun two-day science party! Participants will take part in fun science experiments, arts
and crafts, and games on March 7 and 8. Classes will be centered on penguins and snow for March 7
and St. Patrick’s Day for March 8. Both classes will take place at the Hughes Center from 4:15 p.m. to
5:15 p.m. Class fee is $40 for Claremont residents and $45 for non-residents. In addition to the class
fee, there is a $10 materials fee due to the instructor the first day of class.

Sing Out Loud (Ages 6 and Older)
Sing your heart out to popular and catchy tunes! Participants will learn how to identify vocal ranges,
pinpoint areas of weakness, and find methods to improve and develop as a singer. All classes will be
held at the Upland Music School (791 E. Foothill Boulevard #H, Upland) on Tuesdays, March 15 through
April 2. Students will be divided by age group. Participants 6 to 11 years of age will have class from
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and participants 12 years of age and older will have class from 5:45 p.m. to 6:45
p.m. Class fee is $65 for Claremont residents and $70 for non-residents.
Beginning Tango (Ages 16 and Older)
Move to the rhythm of tango music. Participants will learn basic moves
and styling. All classes will be held at the Hughes Center on Thursdays,
March 7 through March 28 from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Class fee is $55 for
Claremont residents and $60 for non-residents.

YAC & TAC ACTIVITIES
The City offers supervised activities for teens in middle school and high school at the YAC and TAC Activity
Centers. For more information on the activities, please contact the YAC at (909) 399-5363 and/or the TAC at
(909) 399-5378.
Arts Happening – Tuesday, March 5
On Tuesday, March 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., the City of Claremont and ARTstART present “Arts
Happening” - an art workshop for 7th & 8th graders at El Roble. Participants will have the opportunity to
make art using 3-D and 2-D materials while using visual observation exercises and activities. The event
will take place at the Claremont Museum of Arts (201 W. First Street). Free pizza and transportation
will be provided with a signed permission slip.
Resume Writing Workshop – Wednesday, March 6
Looking for a job? Join us Wednesday, March 6 at 3:15 p.m. for our Resume Writing Workshop, hosted
by Community Services Director Jeremy Swan. This workshop will teach you how to organize your
education, jobs, and experiences into a document that represents you in your best light.
De-Stress Drop-In Group at the TAC and YAC – Thursday, March 7
Stressed out at home and school? Come learn new ways to de-stress through mindfulness, guided
meditation, and other calming practices. This drop-in group meets on the first Thursday of each month
at 2:45 p.m. at the TAC, and 3:45 p.m. at the YAC. Presented by Claremont Presbyterian Church.
Women in Power Empower Event at the Library – Saturday, March 9
Join us on Saturday, March 9 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for an empowering and entertaining story
time with Claremont Councilmember Jennifer Stark, Police Chief Shelly Vander Veen, City Manager
Tara Schultz, and Director of Human Services Anne Turner! Meet members of the Claremont Teen
Committee and be inspired. This program is a collaboration between the Women's Empowerment
Subcommittee of Claremont Teen Committee, the Human Services Department, and Claremont
Library.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES
The City offers a variety of activities for older adults. Below are the activities coming up this month. For a full
description of the activities, please contact the Joslyn Center at (909) 399-5488 or visit www.claremontrec.com.
Mingle & Munch: Mardi Gras
Celebrate Mardi Gras with Mingle & Munch on Friday, March 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Join friends
for themed refreshments, conversation, and a live jazz band. Individuals and couples 50+ are welcome.
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, March 6. The fee is $15, and this event will be held at the
Hughes Center.
Weaving Circle
Interested in learning a new craft? Over the course of
four weeks, you will learn basic weaving, crocheting, and
sewing stitches, and will receive one-on-one help with
beginning your own project. All materials, including
looms, yarn, and handouts, will be provided. This
session, taught by artist Jennifer Derry, will take place on
Wednesdays, March 6 through March 27 from 10:00
a.m. to noon at the Joslyn Center. Pre-registration is
required. The fee is $65 for Claremont residents and $70
for non-residents.
Advanced Bridge
Are you an experienced bridge player, but want to become a master at it? This class, taught by
American Contract Bridge League certified instructor David Ochroch, is for bridge players who already
have a general knowledge of bidding techniques and typical conventions. You will learn full “yellow
card” bidding conventions and extensions with a duplicate bridge approach. Singles and couples are
welcome. Class will take place on Wednesdays, March 6 through April 24, at the Joslyn Center from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pre-registration is required. The fee is $40 for Claremont residents and $45 for
non-residents

City of Claremont
Helpful City Phone Numbers
City Hall/General Info
City Manager
City Clerk
City Council
Code Enforcement
Building
Engineering
Planning
City Yard
Hughes Center
Joslyn Center
Blaisdell Center
YAC
TAC
Police Department

(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5441
(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5444
(909) 399-5467
(909) 399-5471
(909) 399-5465
(909) 399-5470
(909) 399-5431
(909) 399-5490
(909) 399-5488
(909) 399-5367
(909) 399-5363
(909) 399-5378
(909) 399-5411

City of Claremont
City Hall
207 Harvard Avenue
Claremont, California 91711
Website: www.claremontca.org

The City of Claremont does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or
activities. The City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices. Quest ions, concerns, complaints, or
requests for additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the City’s Building Department at (909)
399-5471.

