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The Claremont City Council has voted to place a 0.75% sales tax increase on the November 5,
2019 ballot. If voters approve the local sales tax measure, it is expected to generate an additional $2.5 million each year in dedicated, local funds.
HOW WOULD THE REVENUE FROM A
SALES TAX MEASURE BE USED?

Adoption of a measure would protect funding that
could be used for a variety of services and programs, including but not limited to:
n Repairing sidewalks and transportation infrastructure
n Retaining and preserving police officer levels
to ensure that there are enough on-duty police
officers to prevent crime and respond quickly
to 911 calls
n Maintaining local parks, community centers,
recreation programs, senior and youth programs, and open space

WHY DOES THE CITY NEED TO INCREASE REVENUE?

The City is facing increases in operating costs including contracted services, liability insurance, and personnel. Over the last two
years, the City has implemented cost-saving measures, including
reducing its workforce and cutting expenditures. Even with these
steps and an improving economy, Claremont’s General Fund faces
a budget deficit that is expected to expand to more than $2.8 million in 2023.

WHAT HAS THE CITY DONE TO CUT COSTS SO FAR?

The City has taken a number of actions to reduce the costs without sacrificing the quality of service to the community. To balance
the 2018-19 budget, the City cut $3.4 million. These reductions
included the elimination of several staff positions and the deferral
of maintenance projects. In preparing the 2019-20 General Fund
budget, a further $1.3 million in reductions was necessary.

n Continuing graffiti removal, landscaping, and
other services to maintain neighborhoods
n Supporting Claremont’s sustainability efforts
to create long-term economic, social, and environmental solutions
n Ensuring our urban forest is maintained and
the character of Claremont is preserved
n Funding maintenance projects that have been
deferred over the past few years
n Continuing funding to community organizations
including Claremont Chamber of Commerce,
Claremont Library, Sustainable Claremont, Claremont Heritage, and recipients of CBO grants

2020-21
$0.8
million

2021-22
$1.5
million

n Restoring the City’s depleted Reserve Balance

Future Budget Deficit

2022-23
$2.2
million

2023-24
$2.8
million

WHAT IS THE CURRENT BREAKDOWN OF
CLAREMONT’S SALES TAX?

The current sales tax in Claremont is 9.5%, of which
only 1% is under local control. The remainder goes to
the State, County, and regional agencies. Of the millions
locally generated in Claremont, only $4.5 million will return locally. Every cent of the 0.75% sales tax proposed
by the local sales tax measure would stay in Claremont
to provide essential services.
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ARE OTHER LOCAL COMMUNITIES ADOPTING
SIMILAR MEASURES?

Claremont would be the 21st city in Los Angeles County
to attempt to raise its sales and use tax in recent years.
Since 2016, nineteen cities in Los Angeles County have
passed sales tax increases, including the City of Burbank, City of Glendale, City of Pomona, City of Glendora
and the City of Pasadena. Arcadia passed a measure in
June 2019.

IF CLAREMONT DOES NOT PUT A SALES TAX
MEASURE ON THE BALLOT, WILL THE CITY’S
SALES TAX INCREASE IN THE FUTURE?

The State has a sales tax cap of 10.25%. If Claremont
voters approve a measure, local sales tax will reach that
cap. However, if voters do not pass a measure and Claremont’s sales tax rate remains less than 10.25%, then
any other sales tax adopted by County voters would
be assessed on Claremont. Those funds would not be
dedicated to Claremont services. The County and other
non-local agencies are considering sales tax increases.

For more information, visit www.claremontca.org

