*Cooling Centers open this weekend (see
page 2)

December 5, 2019

Santa made an appearance at the Senior Program Holiday Party
on Wednesday. In additional to a visit from the big guy, festivities
included a delicious holiday meal and live music.

Calendar
December 6
5:00pm-8:00pm
Holiday Promenade and Tree
Lighting, Village and Depot

December 7
9:00am-2:00pm
Police Department Toy Drive,
Police Station

December 9
3:00pm-5:00pm
Tacos with a Cop Toy Drive,
Azteca Rincon

December 10
5:15pm
City Council Closed Session
6:30pm
City Council Meeting, Council
Chamber

December 11

NEWS BRIEFS
Residents can give back to those in need this holiday season by donating
to two upcoming toy drives hosted by Claremont PD.

7:00pm
Architectural Commission
Meeting, Council Chamber
All City Council/Commission agendas
may be found attached to the meeting’s
calendar listing on the City website. Click
on the hyperlink to view.

The City is pruning trees in the area north of Base Line Road, between
Indian Hill Boulevard and Mills Avenue. All City trees are pruned on a regular basis.

CITY NEWS
Holiday Promenade & Tree Lighting Ceremony – December 6
The City of Claremont’s Holiday Promenade and Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place in the Claremont
Village on Friday, December 6 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The event will include musical performances at the
Depot, photos with Santa Claus at City Hall, and other entertainment set up throughout the Village. Parents
are encouraged to bring a camera to take a priceless photo of their little ones with Santa Claus at City Hall. The
Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place at The Depot at 6:00 p.m. (corner of First Street and Harvard Avenue).
For more information about the city of Claremont’s Holiday Promenade and Tree Lighting Ceremony, log onto
the City website at www.ci.claremont.ca.us or call (909) 399-5490.
City Council Meeting – December 10
The City Council will hold its regular meeting on Tuesday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
There will be a Special Closed Session prior to the meeting at 5:15 p.m. The Council agenda is posted on the
City website and at City facilities the Thursday evening before the meeting. View Closed Session Agenda. View
Regular Meeting Agenda. View Regular Meeting Agenda Packet.
City Reaches Agreement with Three Employee Groups
The City Council has approved contracts with three labor association groups. The groups include the
Claremont Employees Association (CEA), the Claremont Professional Employees Association (CPEA), and the
Claremont Administrative and Technical Support Employees Association (CATSEA). These groups represent a
wide range of employees, including sanitation and maintenance employees, planners and engineers, finance
and clerical employees, and general employees. By approving these MOUs, the City hopes to retain its current
employees, as well as acknowledge the professionalism and hard work of City staff.
The City’s negotiating team and representatives of each of these labor associations began negotiating in
March 2019 with a goal of reaching an agreement before the existing contracts expired on July 1, 2019. The
contracts were approved by Council on November 26, 2019 and will expire on July 1, 2020. When the City’s
negotiating team began discussions with each of the employee labor associations, the Finance Director
provided an update on the City’s financial condition. The City’s negotiating team asked the employee
associations to assist the City by looking for creative ideas and low-cost benefits that would not increase the
City’s CalPERS unfunded liability, when submitting their proposal. Since the City is not in a position to give
raises that will result in long-term cost increases, a one-time cash payment of $1,000 was proposed,
contingent on General Fund revenues exceeding expenditures at the end of 2018-2019 fiscal year. The onetime cash payment is not a salary increase, therefore it does not add to the annual base salary of an
employee. It is also not reportable as compensation for the calculation of retirement benefits, and will not add
to the City’s unfunded pension liability. The one-time payment is in lieu of a cost of living adjustment, which
has not been given to City employees since 2016.
Under the terms of the new contracts, job classification in the bargaining units shall be surveyed in January of
2020. The survey compares job positions with a set of similar cities to determine if the positions have fallen
below the average. Those positions that have fallen below the average will be adjusted based on the survey
effective July 2020. The City is still negotiating with the three remaining employee associations and those
respective MOUs will be brought to the City Council upon completion of those negotiations. The remaining
associations are the Claremont Police Officers Association, Claremont Police Management Association, and
the Claremont Management Association.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Police Department Toy Drive – Saturday, December 7
The holiday season is upon us and the Police Department is proud to once
again partner with KGNH (Keeping the Good in our Neighborhood) for a toy
drive that will benefit local children in need! Donations of new, unwrapped
toys will be collected and distributed to deserving children in Claremont and
surrounding neighborhoods. The toy drive will be held on Saturday,
December 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Claremont Police Department.
Tacos with a Cop Toy Drive – Monday, December 9
Give back to those in need and enjoy some delicious tacos! Join Claremont PD on Monday, December 9 for
their Tacos with a Cop Toy Drive. Bring one new unwrapped toy or $5 and you will receive free tacos, courtesy
of Rincon Azteca! The event will take place on Monday, December 9 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Rincon
Azteca, located at 586 E. Base Line Road (in the Vons Shopping Center). All toys will be given to families in
need this holiday season, with the help of Granite Creek Community Church.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
Decorations/Holiday Lights Prohibited in City Trees
With the holiday season upon us, the City would like to remind residents to refrain from attaching any items,
including seasonal lights and/or holiday decorations, to a City tree. Such attachments could cause harm to the
tree or create a potential obstruction or public safety hazard as City trees are often near public streets,
sidewalks, and parkways. For more information, please contact the Community Improvement Division at (909)
399-5467.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
Foothill Boulevard Improvements
Work continues on the Foothill Boulevard Master Plan Improvement Project. Paving has been completed for
all phases of construction. Some remaining items, including landscape
and electrical work, will continue between Monte Vista Avenue and
Towne Avenue. Traffic control will be placed as necessary to complete
these remaining items. A minimum of one travel lane along Foothill
Boulevard will remain open. Within these construction phases, the Class
IV median-separated bikeway construction has been substantially
completed; however, these median separated bikeways will remain
closed for safety purposes. Additional transition striping will be done
prior to opening the bicycle facilities at the end of the project.
Traffic Signal Timing: All traffic signals from Mountain Avenue to Claremont Boulevard are tentatively
scheduled to have updated timing on Thursday, December 12 and Friday, December 13. While
adjustments are being made, the signalized intersections may need to operate in a “red flash”
mode. The current timing plans at each of the signalized intersections still reflect temporary timing to
accommodate construction activities. The public should note that the Mountain Avenue at Foothill
Boulevard intersection is operating on a protected left turn operation and will resume to permissive
operation with the implementation of the final timing plan.

Bus Stops: Foothill Transit has been contacted to inspect all Bus Transit Stops along Foothill
Boulevard. It is anticipated that Foothill Transit will resume normal operations prior to December 20.
Roadway Grinding, Paving, and Striping: Roadway grinding and paving activities have been
completed. Final striping activities are scheduled to take place from December 9 through December
20, weather permitting. Access to all residential properties, commercial properties, and businesses will
remain open during these activities. There may be short periods of time where drive approaches will
be blocked while striping activities are being performed. Any curb markings that are planned to be
removed, will be done once all signing has been installed.
Once construction is completed, Foothill Boulevard will have two vehicular travel lanes in each direction and
will include either a Class IV Bikeway (protected bike lane), Class II Bikeway (bike lane), or a combination of
Class II Bikeway (bike lane) and on-street parking. For the most up to date information: View the Foothill
Boulevard Upgrade webpage here.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Sand Bags
As a possible storm approaches, Claremont fire stations have sand bags available for residents. There are sand
and bags available at the following Claremont fire stations:
Station #62 (3701 N. Mills Avenue)
Station #101 (606 Bonita Avenue)
Station #102 (2040 N. Sumner Avenue)
Residents will need to bring their own shovel to fill and transport the bags themselves. For more information
please contact Community Services at (909) 399-5431.
Grid 9 Tree Trimming
The City’s contracted trimming company, West Coast Arborists, continues
to prune trees in Grid 9. This is the area north of Base Line Road, between
Indian Hill Boulevard and Mills Avenue. This work began in mid-November,
and will progress through the new year. All City trees are pruned on a
regular basis using only the highest professionally accepted standards, and
in a manner that will encourage good development while preserving their
health, structure, and natural appearance.
During the trimming, traffic control will be in place and minor traffic delays
may occur. Since this may result in some noise and extra traffic, we ask for
your patience and understanding. For more information regarding the
street tree pruning, please contact the Community Services Department at
(909) 399-5431.
City Graffiti Hotline
Residents can report graffiti in the community, especially graffiti appearing on public streets, sidewalks, and
parks, by utilizing the graffiti abatement line at (909) 445-7825. A specific description of the graffiti and an

exact location, such as an address, cross streets, or directional indicators, along with the name and telephone
number of the caller, are required.
In some cases, reported graffiti and its subsequent removal may be in a location that is the responsibility of
the private property owner. Community Improvement staff notifies and enforces graffiti abatement on private
property, and such acts of vandalism should also be reported to the Claremont Police Department at (909)
399-5411.

RECREATION, SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
RECREATION CLASSES
The City offers a range of camps, classes, and activities for children and adults. To view a complete class description or to
register for an activity, please call the Hughes Center at (909) 399-5490 or visit www.claremontrec.com.

Parent’s Night Out
Drop the kids off for fun games, sports, and food while you slip away for the evening! Kids will enjoy
games including volleyball, basketball, soccer, and more. Drop your kids off at the Performance Athletic
Center (1599 Monte Vista Avenue) on Saturday, December 14 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Registration is $40 for residents and non-residents.
Individual Beginning Violin, Viola, and Cello
This special course is intended to teach fundamentals, such as basic techniques and reading skills for
the beginner ensemble. Days and times will be arranged with the instructor via email in advance at
lvelickovic@live.com. Registration is $115 for residents and $120 for non residents. Please register in
person at the Alexander Hughes Community Center.
U-Jam
U-Jam Fitness unites world beats with urban flavor and takes you around the world from hip-hop to
bollywood. Classes are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. through December 12.
Drop-in fee is $10 for residents and non-residents.

YAC & TAC ACTIVITIES
The City offers supervised activities for teens in middle school and high school at the YAC and TAC Activity Centers. For
more information on the activities, please contact the YAC at (909) 399-5363 and/or the TAC at (909) 399-5378.

Caramel Dipped Apples - Monday December 9
Come to the YAC on Monday, December 9 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to interact with staff as they will
be guiding the students through the process of making Caramel Dipped Apples. Bring in the new
season by decorating these tasty treats for all to enjoy!
Teen Green at the TAC and YAC - Wednesday, December 11
Teen Green is a group of Claremont youth that volunteer their time once a month to help clean areas
of the community. On Wednesday, December 11, participants will be at the YAC and TAC, cleaning and
picking up trash around the buildings. Participants who attend three or more sessions with Teen Green
throughout the year will receive a FREE Teen Green t-shirt and a free voucher to 21 Choices or
Yogurtland!

TAC Elf Scavenger Hunt - Wednesday, December 11
Come to the TAC on Wednesday, December 11 at 3:30 p.m. to participate in the Elf Scavenger hunt!
Participants will be in groups and have a list of riddles to solve, in order to find Elves around the TAC.
The scavenger hunt will allow the participants team building skills to develop in a fun, educational way.
Stocking Decorations - Thursday December 12
Head to the YAC on Thursday, December 12 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to help us bring in this year’s
holiday spirit. We will be decorating holiday stockings to hang over your fireplace, or use as a special
gift for someone.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES
The City offers a variety of activities for older adults. Below are the activities coming up this month. For a full description
of the activities, please contact the Joslyn Center at (909) 399-5488 or visit www.claremontrec.com.

New Senior Excursions Announced
Explore Southern California with Claremont’s Senior Excursions! Starting on Tuesday, December 10 at
9:00 a.m., Claremont residents can register for the Winter/Spring trip offerings, and non-residents can
begin signing up the next day on Wednesday, December 11 at 9:00 a.m. Enrollments are limited to two
people per transaction. There is a $10 discount on each excursion using the coupon code “trip” upon
enrolling online at www.claremontrec.com.
The Winter/Spring trips include:
Calico Ghost Town Tour on Tuesday, January 28
Wheel of Fortune taping on Thursday, February 6
Sweet and Savory Bakery Tour on Tuesday, March 24
Chicago at Segerstrom Center for the Arts on Saturday, April 18
For more information, please visit www.claremontca.org or call (909) 399-5488.
Mingle & Munch: ‘Tis the Season
Join Mingle & Munch for a celebration of the holidays on Friday, December 13! The evening will
include refreshments, live entertainment by the Irish Dimensions Dance Company, and conversation.
Please bring a holiday wrapped gift to share in the white elephant gift exchange. This should be a used
or re-gifted item you have between $10 and $15 in value. This event will take place from 6:00 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at the Hughes Center. Pre-registration is required by noon on Wednesday, December 11. The
cost is $15 per person.
Silver Platters Campaign
Treat an older adult to lunch! Silver Platters is a new fundraising initiative through which customers at
participating Claremont businesses can make a donation to help provide local seniors with a hot lunch.
The Claremont Senior Nutrition Program is in need of donations to pay for much-needed
improvements to its kitchen and food preparation site at the Blaisdell Community Center. While the
cost of the affordable meals is subsidized by LA County, there is no funding for food storage,
dishwashing, and food preparation facilities. Silver Platters offers our community another way to give,
in conjunction with the annual Friends of the Claremont Senior Program campaign. Diners at
participating restaurants can donate to this campaign upon paying for their meal.

Thank you to the following participating businesses: Bardot, Claremont Craft Ales, Elvira’s Finest Foods
of Mexico, Euro Cafe, Feeling Groovy Wellness & Café, Gus's BBQ, Hendricks Pharmacy, Meat
Cellar, Ophelia's Jump, Rincon Azteca Mexican Food, Saca's Mediterranean Cuisine, Sanctuary
Coffee, Stay Gold Barbers, and Vom Fass. For more information or to donate, visit
www.claremontca.org/silverplatters.

City of Claremont
Helpful City Phone Numbers
City Hall/General Info
City Manager
City Clerk
City Council
Code Enforcement
Building
Engineering
Planning
City Yard
Hughes Center
Joslyn Center
Blaisdell Center
YAC
TAC
Police Department

(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5441
(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5444
(909) 399-5467
(909) 399-5471
(909) 399-5465
(909) 399-5470
(909) 399-5431
(909) 399-5490
(909) 399-5488
(909) 399-5367
(909) 399-5363
(909) 399-5378
(909) 399-5411

City of Claremont
City Hall
207 Harvard Avenue
Claremont, California 91711
Website: www.claremontca.org

The City of Claremont does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or
activities. The City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices. Questions, concerns, complaints, or
requests for additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the City’s Building Dep artment at (909)
399-5471.

