March 12, 2020
Click this link to subscribe to our free eNews,
including this newsletter and other City news.

On March 7, Claremont’s women leaders participated in the
“Women Empowerment” storytime event at the Claremont Helen
Renwick Library.

Calendar
March 16
5:30 pm
Sustainability Committee
Meeting, City Hall Citrus Room
6:00pm
Committee on Human
Relations, Hughes Center

March 17
7:00pm
Planning Commission Meeting,
Council Chamber

March 18
3:15pm
Teen Committee Meeting,
Youth Activity Center
All agendas may be found attached to
the meeting’s calendar listing on the City
website. Click on the hyperlink to view.

NEWS BRIEF
Claremont students in grades K-6 are invited to enter their ideas for the theme of the 72nd Annual Fourth of
July Celebration. The deadline for submission is March 19.

CITY NEWS
Coronavirus Information
The City of Claremont values the safety and wellness of our staff and community. There are zero presumptive
or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) related to the City of Claremont.
Effective immediately, the City of Claremont is following and implementing the newly issued guidelines from
Governor Newsom (View Executive Order: https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.12.20-EON-25-20-COVID-19.pdf). The City will continue to work with the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health. This is a rapidly evolving situation and the City will continue to update our community as we have new
information, including our COVID-19 webpage.

WHAT THIS MEANS
The following City activities will be cancelled:
•
•
•

Any and all events or classes involving adults 55+.
City hosted special events with more than 100 participants through April 12, 2020, including Arbor
Day and Spring Celebration.
Congregate meal service for our seniors at the Joslyn and Blaisdell Centers beginning Monday, March
16.

SENIOR MEAL SERVICE & SENIOR ACTIVITIES
Starting Monday, March 16, both the Joslyn Center and the Blaisdell Center will be closed.
Meal Pickup Monday and Wednesday 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Boxed lunches will be available in front of the Joslyn Center for Nutrition Program participants on
Mondays and Wednesdays between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. On Monday, March 16, participants will
receive boxed lunches for Monday and Tuesday. On Wednesday, March 18, participants will receive
boxed lunches for Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.
All senior clubs, classes, support groups, and social gatherings are cancelled effective Thursday, March 12, 2020.
Staff will be available to answer questions via phone during regular business hours and will be available at the
Joslyn and Blaisdell Centers on Friday, March 13 for regular lunch service and general information.
CITY COUNCIL, COMMISSION, and COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Please check meeting schedule prior to attending. City Council and Planning Commission meetings are streamed
live on the City’s website. Before attending a public meeting or gathering, please take a moment to self-assess
if you are not feeling well or are at an increased risk.
CITY OPERATIONS
The City is taking extra precautions for the safety and well-being of our staff and the public. We are following
recommendations and best practices from the CDC and LA County Department of Public Health. We are
monitoring the situation and are prepared to respond should the situation change.

COMMUNITY IMPACTS
THE CLAREMONT COLLEGES
The presidents of the five undergraduate institutions of The Claremont Colleges and two graduate institutions
(Pomona College, Scripps College, Claremont McKenna College, Harvey Mudd College, Pitzer College, CGU, and
KGI) announced that all in-person course instruction will transition to online instruction. The undergraduate
institutions are requesting that students not return to campus after spring break and instead continue their
studies remotely online. https://services.claremont.edu.
LIBRARY
The Claremont Helen Renwick Library will be open during regular hours, but all public programming has been
cancelled through March 31, 2020.
https://lacountylibrary.org/coronavirus/
CLAREMONT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
CUSD Schools are open. Large group events including Open Houses are cancelled until April 3, 2020.
http://claremont-ca.schoolloop.com/file/1516177776201/1410070819471/4641606548097241525.pdf
FARMERS MARKET
The Farmers Market has been suspended for four weeks, beginning Sunday, March 15, 2020.
PIE FESTIVAL
The Pie Festival scheduled for Saturday, March 21 has been cancelled.
EARTH DAY
Earth Day scheduled for Saturday, April 18 has been postponed (date TBD).
ARBOR DAY
Arbor Day scheduled for Saturday, March 21 has been cancelled.
For more information, please visit this link.

City Council Meeting Summary
The following is a summary of City Council action from its regular meeting held on March 10, 2020:
COUNCIL ITEMS
1.
Unanimously voted to appoint Sonja Stump to the Traffic and Transportation Commission for a term to
expire August 31, 2023.
2.

Received and filed the memorandum on the California State Auditor’s Fiscal Health Analysis of 471
California Cities.

CONSENT CALENDAR
3.
Unanimously voted to adopt a resolution allowing certain claims and demands and specifying the funds
out of which the same are to be paid, dated March 5, 2020.

4.

Unanimously voted to approve and file the special and regular City Council meeting minutes of February
25, 2020.

5.

Unanimously voted to adopt an ordinance amending Claremont Municipal Code Section 10.48.010
retaining the current speed limits on Indian Hill Boulevard between Eighth Street to Foothill Boulevard
and Foothill Boulevard to Base Line Road, Mills Avenue between Base Line Road to Alamosa Drive and
Alamosa Drive to Mt. Baldy Road, Monte Vista Avenue from Claremont Boulevard to Base Line Road,
Mountain Avenue from Foothill Boulevard to Base Line Road and the Thompson Creek to the Northerly
End, Mt. Baldy Road from Mills Avenue to Padua Avenue, and Padua Avenue from Base Line Road to
Alamosa Drive and Alamosa Drive to Mt. Baldy Road.

6.

Unanimously voted to approve the 2020-2023 Claremont Dial-a-Ride Short-Range Transit Plan.

7.

Unanimously voted to receive and file the Claremont Tourism Business Improvement District Annual
Report.

8.

Unanimously voted to:
A. Authorize staff to apply for City Plans' Implementation, Homeless Prevention/Diversion, and Pilot
Programs funding; and
B. Direct staff to participate in the Regional Landlord Education/ Outreach Program and Master Leasing.

9.

Unanimously voted to authorize the City Manager to execute an amendment to the existing Professional
Services Agreement with Sargent Town Planners, Inc., to add additional compensation of $117,000 in
order to complete the Village South Specific Plan and associated Environmental Impact Report.

PUBLIC HEARING
10. Unanimously voted to adopt a resolution approving the issuance by the California Municipal Finance
Authority of housing revenue bonds in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $37,000,000 and
general obligation bonds in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $33,500,000 for the purpose
of financing or refinancing the acquisition, construction, renovation, or equipping of student housing and
other educational facilities located on the Claremont of Claremont Graduate University as well as certain
off-campus facilities; making findings of lessening the burdens of government; and approving certain
other matters relating thereto.
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
11. Voted to approve the First Amendment to the City Manager Employment Agreement extending the term
of the agreement to February 5, 2023, with no increase in compensation or benefits, and the option of
two one-year extensions. (Councilmember Reece voted against)
12.

Directed staff to proceed with proposed regulations for short-term rental units.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Claremont Police Department Presents at Scam Stopper Breakfast at the Joslyn Senior Center
On Wednesday, March 11, 2020, participants at the Joslyn Senior Center received an informative presentation by a panel
of experts, including the Claremont Police Department, on how one can
protect themselves from fraud related crimes to taxes, home repairs,
finances, identity theft, auto repair, and more.
The Claremont Police Department is encouraging the community to stay
vigilant during the tax season due to potential fraud related crimes such
as identity theft and scam calls from the IRS or Social Security
Administration. Con artists use clever schemes to defraud unknowing
individuals each year through IRS impersonation scam calls. Calls may
sometimes also be “robo-calls” requesting for a call back. Once the caller
returns the call, the con artist will then request personal information,
including Social Security number or individual taxpayer identification
number. These types of attempts happen frequently and are heightened
during tax season.
Scammers will often use fake names and IRS badge numbers to identify themselves, they can also become hostile or
abusive when they demand immediate payment of taxes by prepaid debit card or wire transfer. Fraudsters will do
whatever it takes to pretend to pose as someone you trust, a friend, family member, a bank, a charitable organization,
government entity, and so forth.

Here are a few things YOU can do to avoid fraudulent scams:
• DON’T send money or give out personal information in response to an unexpected request – whether it
comes from a text message, phone call, or email.
• DO ask questions and get clarity from the person or entity requesting the money or personal information
(i.e. Bank, family member, friend, government entity, etc.)
• DON’T believe your caller ID – technology makes it very easy for scammers to fake caller ID information,
so the name and number you see aren’t always from an official number. If someone calls asking for
money or personal information, hang up. If you think the caller might be official, call back to a number
you know that is genuine.
• DO call your Claremont Police Department at (909) 399-5411 if you suspect that you were a victim of
fraud to obtain advice.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
Scavenging of Trash & Recyclables Prohibited
It is prohibited for anyone to move, remove, or scavenge any contents of a residential trash receptacle, including
recyclables. The ordinance ensures public safety on City streets, prevents the creation of trash accumulation
outside containers, and deters potential criminal activity, such as identity theft. If you see anyone scavenging
trash or recyclables from containers, please report it to the Claremont Police Department at (909) 399-5411.

CONSTRUCTION UPATES
Mt. Baldy Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP 2019-02 – WEATHER DELAY
Due to weather, the work originally scheduled to begin on Monday, March 9, has been postponed until the
week of March 16 (weather permitting). This work will take place on Mt. Baldy Road, between Mills Avenue and

Grand Avenue, and is necessary to repair the damaged portions of the roadway within this section. This project
will consist of a three-inch pavement grind and overlay with hot mixed rubberized asphalt, the removal and
replacement of three handicap ramps, and pavement striping.
The preparation phase of this project will involve Underground Service Alert identifications and marking, the
surveying of monuments, saw cut and demolition of the existing handicap ramps, and construction of the new
American Disability Act compliant ramps. The grind and overlay of the roadway will begin the week of March 23
(originally schedule for the week of March 16) and an additional update will be provided with more information.
This work is expected to take three weeks to complete (weather permitting).
During this construction, please follow the appropriate construction signs and be aware of the posted “No
Parking” signs.
If you have any questions or concerns about this project, please call the Engineering Division at (909) 399-5465.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Reforestation Program
The Community Services Department has been planting trees throughout the City as part of the annual
reforestation program. New trees are planted between the months of October – April because the cooler
weather gives the young trees the best chance of survival.
Currently the City is using grant funds to plant trees as part of the reforestation program. The grants require
that the trees are no larger than 15 gallons in size and are planted by volunteers. The City partners with
Sustainable Claremont for assistance with volunteer planting events. Planting events are scheduled at
designated locations throughout the City during the months of October through April.
If you are interested in obtaining a new City tree, please contact Grant Garcia at garciag@ci.claremont.ca.us or
call the Community Services Department at (909) 399-5431 by April 9, 2020 so that the new tree(s) can be
planted before the planting season comes to an end. Any other new trees will be planted in the next planting
season beginning in the Fall.
Free Mulch Program – Saturday, March 21
The City’s tree maintenance contractor (West Coast Arborist) will be providing free mulch to residents on
Saturday, March 21. Mulch will be available on a first-come, first-served basis beginning at 6:00 a.m. at Cahuilla
Park, located at Scripps Drive and Indian Hill Boulevard.
Residents will need to bring all equipment necessary to load and transport the mulch. The City offers this free
mulch to Claremont residents six times a year. If you have any questions about the Free Mulch Program, please
contact the Community Services Department at (909) 399-5431.
Sustainability Committee Meeting
The City’s Sustainability Committee is currently revising the Sustainable City Plan. On Monday, March 16 the
Committee will meet to discuss proposed updates to Goal Area 5 – Open Space and Land Use as well as the
Sustainable City Plan Introduction and Implementation Plan. Members of the public are invited to attend and
provide feedback. The meeting will be held on Monday, March 16 at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall Citrus Room,

located above the City Council Chambers. For questions related to the Sustainability Committee and its
workplan, please contact the Community Services Department at (909) 399-5431.

RECREATION, SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Women in Power Storytime
2020 marks the centennial of the 19th Amendment, which extended the
right to vote to women in the United States. This past Saturday,
Claremont’s women leaders, including Claremont Mayor Pro Tem
Jennifer Stark, Former Mayor Karen Rosenthal, Police Chief Shelly
Vander Veen, City Manager Tara Schultz, and Director of Human
Services Anne Turner, celebrated this important milestone at an
empowering storytime at the Claremont Helen Renwick Library. The
event was a collaboration between the Women's Empowerment
Subcommittee of Claremont Teen Committee, the Human Services
Department, and the Claremont Helen Renwick Library.

Scholarships Available for Camp Claremont
Each year, the City hosts Camp Claremont - an 8-week summer activities program offered to Claremont students
in grades 1-6. Camp activities include arts & crafts, cooking workshops, sports, games, special events, and more.
The cost is $50 per week, with a $15 one-time registration fee, however, there are scholarships available.
Scholarships must be pre-approved before registering your child for camp. Scholarships are approved every
Wednesday and there are no same day approvals. Camp Claremont operates Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. from June 15 - August 7 at Cahuilla Park and Taylor Hall. Registration opens on Saturday, April
25 at 8:00 a.m., however, scholarship applications are available now at the Hughes Center. For more
information, contact the Human Services Department at (909) 399-5490 or visit this link.
Padua Hills Theater Community Use Dates - Now Accepting Applications
The City of Claremont Padua Hills Theatre Community Use Program reserves dates each year for local non-profit
organizations interested in hosting community events at substantially reduced rates. This program offers a
unique opportunity for non-profits to host community events in an exquisite, historic setting. The Padua Hills
Theatre Community Use Committee is now accepting applications for events that will take place at the Padua
Hills Theatre between January 1 and December 31, 2021.

Applications are subject to the review and approval of the Community Use Committee. There are currently nine
community use dates available throughout the year to accommodate both weekend and weekday events. Due
to the popularity of this program and the limited number of dates available, all applications must be submitted
to the Alexander Hughes Community Center no later than Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for
consideration on a first-come, first-served basis. Non-profit organizations interested in submitting an
application may download an application by clicking this link. For more information, please contact
Management Analyst Tania Cerda at (909) 399-5356 or tcerda@ci.claremont.ca.us.

Fourth of July Celebration Update
Theme Contest
Claremont students in grades K-6 are invited to enter their ideas for the theme of the 72nd Annual Fourth of July
Celebration! The student with the winning entry will receive fireworks tickets, a special place in the parade, and
will lead the flag salute at the flag raising ceremony. The deadline for submission is Thursday, March 19, 2020.
Fourth of July Banners
Claremont Fourth of July Celebration banners are now on sale! These personalized banners are available to any
business, family, school, or group and serve as a fundraiser for the 2020 Fourth of July Celebration. Your name
will be boldly printed on the bottom of a 20” x 42” banner and will be showcased in prominent Village locations
from Memorial Day weekend through the Fourth of July. The deadline to order your personalized banner is
Wednesday, April 1, 2020.
Fourth of July Sponsorship
The City of Claremont’s Independence Day Committee invites you to consider promoting your organization to
over 35,000 people as a sponsor of the 72nd Annual Fourth of July Celebration. Whether you choose to be a
$5,000 Presenting Sponsor or a $500 Ticket Sponsor, your sponsorship is an opportunity to be a part of a
Claremont tradition. The deadline to become a Fourth of July Celebration sponsor is Wednesday, April 1, 2020.
For more information, contact the Human Services Department at (909) 399-5490 or by email at
SpecialEvents@ci.claremont.ca.us or visit this link.

City of Claremont
Helpful City Phone Numbers
City Hall/General Info
City Manager
City Clerk
City Council
Code Enforcement
Building
Engineering
Planning
City Yard
Hughes Center
Joslyn Center
Blaisdell Center
YAC
TAC
Police Department

(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5441
(909) 399-5460
(909) 399-5444
(909) 399-5467
(909) 399-5471
(909) 399-5465
(909) 399-5470
(909) 399-5431
(909) 399-5490
(909) 399-5488
(909) 399-5367
(909) 399-5363
(909) 399-5378
(909) 399-5411

City of Claremont
City Hall
207 Harvard Avenue
Claremont, California 91711
Website: www.claremontca.org

The City of Claremont does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or activities.
The City does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices. Questions, concerns, complai nts, or requests for
additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the City’s Building Department at (909) 399-5471.

