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Introduction and Summary of Findings

In response to a request from Rincon Consultants, Inc., Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG) has
evaluated the potential impacts to historical resources relating to the proposed Pomona College Master
Plan. The Master Plan is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Public
Resource Code Section 21084.1, which states: “a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the
environment.” The Master Plan project area includes resources that exceed forty-five years of age and
thus have the potential to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.

1.1

Methodology

For the preparation of this report, ARG performed the following tasks for research, documentation, and
analysis:


Conducted multiple site visits to examine and photograph the buildings, landscapes, and site
features of the Pomona College campus. Consulted with campus experts on the Pomona faculty.



Reviewed existing published literature on the development of the college, architects who worked
on campus, and overall architectural and historical context.



Conducted archival research relating to the history and development of Pomona College and
surrounding neighborhoods at the Claremont Colleges Digital Library, Pomona College Archive,
Claremont Heritage, ARG’s in-house library, and other online repositories.



Requested State records on the prior documentation and evaluation of the campus through the
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC). Reviewed the California Historical
Resources Inventory System (CHRIS), which includes properties listed or determined eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places, listed or determined eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical Resources, California Registered Historical Landmarks, Points
of Historical Interest, and properties that have been evaluated in historical resources surveys,
environmental analyses and other planning activities.



Reviewed pertinent project documents for the proposed Pomona College Master Plan.

All research and analysis was completed by ARG architectural historians and historic preservation
planners Jennifer Trotoux, Associate; Katie Horak, Senior Associate; Andrew Goodrich; and Evanne St.
Charles. All four meet the Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualifications standards (36 CFR Part
61) for history and architectural history.
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Prior Studies

The records supplied by SCCIC and the City of Claremont show that few prior studies have been
conducted of the Pomona College campus. The most recent – and apparently the only -- comprehensive
consideration of the historical significance of the campus was in the 1978 Claremont Historical Resources
Inventory Report. This citywide survey was conducted under the Claremont Historic Preservation Project,
which, according to the survey report, involved dozens of volunteers as well as a panel of experts to
determine National Register-eligible properties. The general nature of that survey, along with its being 35
years old, necessitates that the buildings and landscapes of Pomona College be reevaluated with current
survey methods and taking into account the changes in the campus since that time.
In the years since the inventory, the significant buildings of the College have been identified in published
walking tours, in books on the buildings of the campus, and in other arenas, but they have not been
considered recently according to historic preservation criteria, with one exception. Bridges Auditorium
was evaluated in 2005 through the Section 106 process and was determined individually eligible for the
National Register through a consensus determination (2S2).

1.3

Summary of Findings

ARG evaluated the campus of Pomona College for its eligibility as a historic district. The buildings and
landscapes within the campus were also considered individually for their significance. Several of the
buildings potentially impacted by the proposed Master Plan were found not to be historical resources for
purposes of CEQA.
ARG found that the portion of the campus centered on Marston Quadrangle and completed according to
plans made prior to World War II forms a National Register-eligible historic district under Criterion C.
The district includes planning and architectural work of a number of noted Southern California architects
and exemplifies campus planning and institutional architecture in the early 20th century.
ARG found, further, that Thatcher Hall of Music, which is not a contributor to the above district due
mainly to its age, is individually eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under
Criterion 3 as an example of the Brutalist style of architecture, which had major impacts on campus
design in the U.S. in the 1960s. The landscaped setting of the building is included as a part of the historic
resource.
Due to these determinations, ARG found that the Master Plan may have an adverse impact on historical
resources, in particular Thatcher Hall of Music and Bridges Auditorium. There are also potential impacts
to Rembrandt Hall if the demolition and replacement of the adjacent portion of the Pomona College
Museum of Art does not meet the Secretary of the Interiors’ Standards for Rehabilitation (the Standards).
The Master Plan, being a conceptual document, does not provide enough information to determine
impacts to Rembrandt Hall or to Bridges Auditorium at the project level, since the plans for those
buildings have not been developed.
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Regulatory Framework: California Environmental Quality Act

When a proposed project may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical
resource, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a city or county to carefully
consider the possible impacts before proceeding. CEQA equates a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource with a significant effect on the environment.1 CEQA explicitly
prohibits the use of a categorical exemption within the CEQA Guidelines for projects which may cause
such a change.2
A “substantial adverse change” in the significance of a historical resource is defined as “physical
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that
the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.” Further, the significance of an
historical resource is “materially impaired” when a project:
“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or
eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; or
“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that account
for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources... or its identification in an historical
resources survey..., unless the public agency reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a
preponderance of evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant; or
“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the
California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of
CEQA.”3
CEQA effectively requires preparation of a mitigated Negative Declaration or an EIR whenever a project
may adversely impact historic resources. Current CEQA law provides that an EIR must be prepared
whenever it can be fairly argued, on the basis of substantial evidence in the administrative record, that a
project may have a significant effect on a historical resource.4 A mitigated Negative Declaration may be
used where all potentially significant effects can be mitigated to a level of insignificance.5 For example, a
mitigated Negative Declaration may be adopted for a project that mitigates significant effects on an
historical resource by meeting the Standards and local historic preservation regulations.

2.1

1

Definition of Historical Resources

Public Resources Code, Section 21084.1.
Public Resources Code, Section 21084.
3
California Code of Regulations/Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA, Section 15064.5(b).
4
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(f)(1).
5
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(f)(2).
2
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For the purposes of CEQA, the term “historical resources” shall include the following:6
A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission,
for listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources.7
A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 5020.1(k) of
the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the
requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be
historically or culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant
unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally
significant.
Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific,
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California,
may be considered to be an historical resource, provided the lead agency’s determination is
supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a resource shall be
considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for
listing in the California Register of Historical Resources8 as follows:
1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage;
2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high
artistic values; or
4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

2.2

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties were developed by the
National Park Service and are referred to by Federal, State, and local authorities as well as architects and
other historic preservation professionals to guide the treatment of historic properties. 9 Four treatment
approaches are defined for historic properties: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and

6

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5.
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et.seq.
8
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852.
9
Kay D. Weeks and Anne E. Grimmer. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
Washington DC: US Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service, 1995.
7
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Reconstruction. The National Park Service advises that the approach most appropriate to the historic
property and to the project should be identified by considering, among other factors, the relative
importance of the historic resource, its physical condition, the proposed use, and whatever mandated code
requirements may apply.
Since the buildings potentially impacted by the Pomona College Master Plan are generally being
considered for general upgrades and additions to accommodate new uses, the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation (the Standards) are the appropriate treatment approach to apply to the
current project. Rehabilitation as a treatment approach is defined as follows:
(T)he act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair,
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical,
cultural, or architectural values.10
The Standards are not considered to be prescriptive or comprehensive. They do, however, come with
published guidelines that enable their application in a variety of situations to numerous building types.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are as follows:
1.

A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change
to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2.

The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property
will be avoided.

3.

Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

4.

Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained
and preserved.

5.

Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a property will be preserved.

6.

Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

10

The Standards and Guidelines can be found on the Internet at this URL:
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/ They are also found in the book by Weeks and Grimmer referred to
in the previous footnote. A PDF of the book can be found at this URL: http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four‐
treatments/treatment‐guidelines.pdf
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7.

Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8.

Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9.

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10.

New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

The Standards are applied in order to determine impacts to historic resources under CEQA. Typically the
Standards are applied on a project-level basis. A project that meets the Standards is considered to have no
adverse affect on historic resources. The analysis in this report allows the lead agency and the College to
identify where potential impacts to a historic district or a particular building or landscape space may
occur. This allows for the opportunity to avoid impacts in the early planning stages while still meeting the
goals of the Master Plan.
“Substantial adverse change" is defined in Section 5010.1 as demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration activities that would impair the significance of a historic resource. Examples would include the
demolition of an individual historic resource or of a contributor to a historic district (affecting the
cohesiveness of the district) or the alteration of a historic resource so that it no longer retains enough
historic integrity to convey its significance.

3.

Site and Building Descriptions

3.1

Setting

The project site is located in the city of Claremont, a small city that is located at the eastern edge of Los
Angeles County, California. Located approximately 35 miles east of downtown Los Angeles at the base
of the San Gabriel Mountains, Claremont is located on an alluvial plain that was developed for citriculture
in the late nineteenth century and became a city based on the presence of several small colleges developed
as a consortium beginning in the early twentieth century. Through the 1930s, citrus remained a significant
economic and landscape presence in and around Claremont. Pomona College is one of seven
undergraduate and graduate institutions that comprise The Claremont Colleges. The colleges are located
on contiguous campuses, and generally consist of low-rise buildings among ample green space.
The surrounding city of Claremont is mostly made up of single-family residences with abundant tree
cover, for which the town is known, and a small commercial center (Claremont Village) and later
commercial strip development, notably on Route 66, in Claremont known as Foothill Boulevard. The
development patterns conform to the model established during Claremont’s development before the turn

Historical Resources Technical Report
Pomona College, Claremont, California

April 28, 2014
Page 7

of the twentieth century: an orthogonal grid of streets that connects to major thoroughfares. In the second
half of the twentieth century, the community came to be served by two east-west freeways, the Foothill
Freeway (SR-210) to the north (extended from Laverne through Claremont in 2003) and the San
Bernardino Freeway (I-10) to the south of the campuses.

3.2

Pomona College Campus

Pomona College was incorporated in 1887 as a coeducational, nonsectarian college for the liberal arts and
sciences. Pomona was the first college established in Claremont and later became the founding member of
the Claremont College Consortium, which today consists of seven affiliated institutions including
Pomona College, Scripps College, Claremont McKenna College, Harvey Mudd College, Pitzer College,
Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences, and Claremont Graduate University. The college was
originally housed in an inn on what became College Avenue that fell victim to a land bust. Today,
Pomona College comprises 140 acres and is bounded roughly by 7th Street to the north, 1st Street to the
south, Mills Avenue to the east, and Harvard Avenue to the west. The campus has experienced steady
development from the time of its founding to the present.
The central portion of the campus is organized around Marston Quadrangle, a large, park-like space with
lawn in the center and sycamore, oak, and redwood trees forming an arboreal screen around its edges,
where the pedestrian circulation is located. The nucleus of the original campus was located along College
Avenue roughly between 4th and 6th Streets. The earliest buildings remaining in this location are Pearsons
Hall (1898) and the Carnegie Library (1908), the latter of which forms the western terminus of the
principal axis through the campus. The eastern terminus is Bridges Auditorium (1931). The use of the
quadrangle as the organizing device around which the buildings would be oriented dates to the 1908
campus plan by architect Myron Hunt, discussed below.
The south side of Marston Quad is the focus of the art and music departments and contains a number of
older campus buildings oriented north to south in plan, or perpendicular to the main axis of the quad,
including Sumner Hall (built in 1887; relocated and heavily remodeled in 1922), Bridges Hall of Music
(1915), and Rembrandt Hall (1914). A grouping of late-19th and early-20th century houses associated with
the College are also located along the west side of College Avenue, from 4th St. to 1st St.
The buildings facing the north side of Marston Quad are newer administrative and campus center
buildings that generally carry out the concepts laid out in the 1908 campus plan in their setback, location
and orientation. The northwest corner of the campus contains a cluster of science buildings, with older
buildings (Pearons, Mason, and Crookshank Halls, 1898 to 1923) defining the Stanley Academic Quad
and newer buildings north of 6th Street, the Seaver cluster (1958, 1964, 2004) and Millikan and Andrew
Labs (1958, 2000).
Dormitories in Myron Hunt’s 1908 plan were located on a gendered basis, with men’s dormitories (the
only one of which was built is the still-extant Smiley Hall, 1908) located on the northeast part of the
campus and the women’s dormitories located on the southeast part. It is worth noting that the women’s
dormitories were located closer to the art and music department buildings of the south campus, while the
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men’s dormitories were located convenient to the science buildings of the north campus. This division
persisted as the locations for dormitories were greatly expanded in the 1920s under the direction of
campus architects Jamieson & Spearl. The men’s dormitories came to occupy the northeast portion of the
campus and the women’s dormitories lined the south portion (as did later athletic facilities for women,
south of 2nd Street and adjacent to the dormitories).
The northeast area of the campus consists of a large complex of dormitories, courtyards, and a plaza that
date mainly to 1929-1930, designed in an Italian Renaissance Revival style and executed in board-formed
concrete. The monumental scale of some of these spaces, such as the large Bixby Plaza and the giant
portals of Frary Dining Hall and Sophomore Gate (the south portal of the Clark III dormitory), stand in
dramatic contrast to the small and intimate courtyards within the buildings, particularly in the Clark I and
Clark V dormitories. Later dormitories were added to the complex such as Walker and Norton in the
1950s (in a similar style); Lawry Court and Walton Commons (1980), which lie southeast of Frary Dining
Hall; and two newer dormitories, Sontag and Pomona Halls (2011), on the eastern edge of the grouping.
Recently completed academic and administrative buildings are located west of College Way (Lincoln and
Edmonds, 2007).
Three dormitories originally built for women students are located on the south campus. The two older of
these dormitories are Harwood Court (1919-1921; enclosed on the south by Lyon Court, 1990) and
Mudd-Blaisdell (built in phases in 1936 and 1947, with the dining hall Gibson Hall (1949) on the south
side). Wig Hall was constructed along College Avenue on the west side of this cluster in 1959. As noted,
athletic facilities south of the dormitories here were originally intended for women students. These
include Pendleton Pool, Pendleton Dance Center, the women’s softball field, and Rogers Tennis
Complex.
The eastern portion of the campus, east of Columbia Avenue and south of 6th Street, traditionally
contained athletic facilities such as those still seen along its northern side (south of 6th Street). Rains
Center, Merritt Football Field, the Haldeman Pool, Pauley Tennis Complex, baseball field, Strehle Track,
and the soccer field at the southeast corner at Mills Avenue all occupy land that was originally a part of
Blanchard Park, known as the Wash and acquired by the College in 1905. The open space and native
landscape of the Wash has gradually been encroached upon by these athletic facilities, which were
considered compatible with the open space presumably because of their less building-intensive nature.
However, the southeastern part of the former park has become a more urbanized part of the campus, with
large buildings such as the Seaver Theater (1990) and the Art Building (now under construction) forming
a line of buildings along the east side of Columbia Ave. The most intact part of the Wash, with its masses
of oak trees, is the central portion. Within this space, the Sontag Greek Theater (1914; later remodeled)
and Brackett Observatory (1908; visible at the east end of 4th Street) are set among the mostly native
vegetation.
To summarize, older campus buildings are located mainly in the central portion of the campus
surrounding Marston Quad and extending south of Marston Quad to 2nd Street; in the northwestern
portion of the campus where the sciences are concentrated; and in the northeast area of the Clark
dormitories around Bixby Plaza.
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Building Descriptions

For the purposes of this analysis, only those buildings that have the potential to be impacted by the
Pomona College Master Plan are specifically addressed. These buildings are listed in the chart below in
alphabetical order with a brief architectural description.

Building Name

Year built

239‐245 N. College Ave.
(four cottages)

1938-48

Alteration dates

Architect
Unknown

At the southwest corner of College and Bonita avenues are four one-story cottages, all of which are designed in the
Minimal Traditional style and feature Colonial Revival influences. Each cottage features multiple gabled roofs with
eave returns and asphalt shingle roofing. The buildings consist of brick that has been painted white. The prominent
window type is paired steel casement windows with divided lights. The cottages facing N. College Ave. maintain
three-sided bays and feature casement and fixed windows with divided lights. All but one of the cottages features an
exterior brick chimney, and each features a porch or stoop with concrete or brick steps. The buildings are connected
by concrete paths surrounded by lawn, and a brick wall and hedges line the perimeter of the lots. Alterations to the
cottages include the replacement of a few windows and doors, and the construction of additional entryways.

1931

Bridges Auditorium

William Templeton
Johnson

Bridges Auditorium occupies a prominent site at the center of the eastern end of the Marston Quadrangle. The twostory auditorium building is designed in the Classical Moderne style. The building is rectangular in plan. Capping
the building is a flat roof with two levels of parapet walls: a lower parapet wall spans the perimeter of the roof, and
a taller parapet wall is centered on the roof in a rectangular formation. The building features three prominent
elevations that face north, south, and east, each of which is characterized by a sense of symmetry and order. Each of
these three elevations features a recessed entryway located within a colonnade that is supported by Classical
columns and sheltered by a vaulted ceiling. A set of concrete steps leads to each entryway. On the west, entrance to
the building is granted by three pairs of large wood-paneled doors, each of which is set within its own rectangular
bay. On the north and south, the building is accessed by two pairs of smaller wood-paneled doors that also occupy
rectangular bays. One utilitarian door and one roll-up metal door are located on the east elevation. Fenestration is
minimal and consists of a fixed and casement windows in steel frames. Geometric, low-relief sculptures and the
names of five historical composers are placed in the frieze above the recessed entry on the west elevation, and a belt
course lines the lower perimeter of the parapet wall on all elevations. Although the building underwent a substantial
renovation in 1975 that included seismic upgrades, its exterior appears to be intact.

1966

Oldenborg Center

John Rex (of Honnold &
Rex)

The Oldenborg Center is located near the center of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1966, the two-story
subject building is designed in the Brutalist architectural style and comprises a language center, international house,
and dormitories. The building features a roughly E-shaped plan, is constructed of concrete, and is capped by a flat
roof with a combination of vertical parapets and angled parapets that form an abstracted cornice. The massing of the
building consists of several rectangular volumes with cantilevered, angled canopies. Exterior walls are clad with a
textured stucco finish. The primary (west) entrance to the building is recessed, features one pair of fully-glazed
aluminum doors, and is sheltered by an angled concrete canopy. Additional entrances to the building can be found
at various points on its secondary elevations. Fenestration consists of steel-framed windows that feature a fixed
window in the upper sash and a hopper window in the lower sash; windows are arranged in vertical groupings that
span the height of the building. A number of projecting bays contain balconies at the upper levels. The building’s
perimeter is planted with grass lawns, mature trees, and shrubs. A smaller accessory building, also constructed of
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Year built

Alteration dates

Architect

concrete and with similar features, is located near the southeast corner of the building and houses a faculty residence
for the on-site director of the international center. Renovations were performed on the interior of the building in
1998; however, its exterior appears to be unaltered.

Robert A. Millikan Laboratory for
Physics, Mathematics, and
Astronomy

1958

1983, 2000

Herbert J. Powell (of
Smith, Powell &
Morgridge)

The Robert A. Millikan Laboratory is one of three buildings that comprise the Seaver Science Center, located near
the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. The main section of the building is connected to the Seeley G.
Mudd Science Library (built 1983) to the north by a low-lying, single-story section and covered walkways (which
are original). A hyphen connects the laboratory to the Andrew Science Building (built in 2000) to the east. The
building sits on a slope, resulting in three stories on the south side, and one and two stories on the north side. While
primarily a Modernist building, it features a gabled red clay tile roof that echoes the campus’s older, Mediterranean
Revival style aesthetic. The main section of the laboratory features a gabled roof with clay tile roofing (the onestory section has a flat roof), and the walls are composed of unpainted, reinforced concrete that is scored into
blocks. The main entrance to the laboratory is located on the west elevation; it is recessed and features a pair of
fully-glazed metal doors. Most of the steel windows are grouped into bays, with a fixed middle sash and hopper
windows in the top and bottom sashes. The third story of the south elevation features grouped steel hopper windows
as well. Renovations were being carried out at the time of evaluation, including the removal of original windows
and doors.

Montgomery Art Center/
Pomona College Museum of Art

1958

1968, 1977, 2006

Herbert J. Powell (of
Smith, Powell &
Morgridge)

The Montgomery Art Center (since renamed the Pomona College Museum of Art) is located at the northeast corner
of College and Bonita avenues. The building was designed in the Mid-Century Modern style for use in conjunction
with Rembrandt Hall, which it adjoins. The building is roughly L-shaped in plan and is capped by a flat roof. Aside
from the horizontal striations associated with the building’s concrete construction, exterior surfaces are unadorned.
Entrances to the building are located on its north, south, and west elevations. Fenestration is minimal aside from a
fully-glazed entranceway on the north elevation. In 1968, a room was added to the north end of the building, and a
second story addition was added to the east end of the building. This addition is constructed of concrete, clad with
textured stucco, and capped by a sawtooth roof. The west entrance was also added as part of the 1968 renovation. In
1977, a larger addition was constructed at the north end. In 2006, an entrance and several fixed plate glass windows
were added to the building’s north elevation.

Rembrandt Hall

1914

1936, 1958, 1968

Myron Hunt

Rembrandt Hall is sited within a landscaped courtyard south of the Marston Quadrangle. The two-story building
embodies Mediterranean Revival architecture with Spanish Baroque decorative features, is roughly rectangular in
plan, and is clad with textured stucco and cast stone details. Capping the building is a side gabled roof clad with red
clay tile. A cornice spans the perimeter of the roof. A shed roof, which is also clad with red clay tile, projects from
the primary (north-facing) façade and caps an arcade that is supported by rectangular pillars ornamented with simple
pilasters and brackets. Entrance to the building is provided by means of the arcade. Four sets of entrance doors are
located on the north façade: two single doors with divided lights and a single sidelight, flanked by a pair of divided
light doors. Fenestration is located primarily on the second story and includes a combination of fixed and casement
windows in steel frames. Projecting from the upper story of the primary façade is a series of fixed steel windows
that are positioned at an angle and function as skylights. Its south elevation is adjoined to an addition made to the
Montgomery Art Center (now the Pomona College Museum of Art). A series of alterations has been made to the
building. In 1936, the building was extended slightly westward to accommodate an exhibition gallery; in 1958, the
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Year built

Alteration dates

Architect

adjacent Montgomery Art Center was constructed and adjoined the south elevation of the building’s ground story;
and in 1968, a second story addition was constructed atop the previous 1958 addition that adjoins the building. One
set of entrance doors and one pair of casement windows on the north elevation have been replaced.

Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry
(Seaver North)

1964

2000-01

Herbert J. Powell (of
Smith, Powell &
Morgridge)

The Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry (Seaver North) is one of three buildings that comprise the Seaver Science
Center, located near the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. While primarily a Modernist building, it
features a gabled red clay tile roof that echoes the campus’s older, Mediterranean Revival style aesthetic. Since the
building is sited on a gradual slope, it varies between two and three stories. The building features a roughly
rectangular plan and is constructed of concrete. Appended to its southeast corner is a single-story projection that
also connects to the adjacent Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology; this projection dates to 1958. Exterior
walls consist of unpainted, reinforced concrete that is scored into blocks. The primary entrance, located on the north
elevation, is slightly recessed and features one pair of fully-glazed metal doors. Fenestration consists of steel-framed
fixed and hopper windows that are arranged in groups. An ornamental metal sculpture adorns the east façade. The
interior was renovated and reconfigured between 2000 and 2001, but the building’s exterior appears to be unaltered.

Seaver Center for Biology and
Geology (Seaver South)

1958

2008

Herbert J. Powell (of
Smith, Powell &
Morgridge)

The Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry (Seaver North) is one of three buildings that comprise the Seaver Science
Center, located near the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. While primarily a Modernist building, it
features a gabled red clay tile roof that echoes the campus’s older, Mediterranean Revival style aesthetic. Since the
building is sited on a gradual slope, it varies between two and three stories. The building features a roughly
rectangular plan and is constructed of concrete. Appended to its northeast corner is a single-story projection that
also connects to the adjacent Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry; this projection dates to 1958 and was constructed as
part of the building. Exterior walls consist of unpainted, reinforced concrete that is scored into blocks. The primary
entrance, located on the east elevation, is slightly recessed and features one pair of fully-glazed metal doors.
Fenestration on the south façade is comprised of fixed and hopper steel-framed windows that are arranged in pairs
and partially shaded by flat concrete awnings; fenestration on the north façade consists of steel-framed windows
that are grouped in horizontal bands, with a fixed window in the middle sash and hopper windows in the upper and
lower sashes. An ornamental metal sculpture is located above the primary (east) entrance. The interior was
renovated and reconfigured in 2008; some of the original fenestration has also been altered.

1970

Thatcher Hall of Music

Allison, Rible, Robinson
& Ziegler

The Thatcher Hall of Music is located at the southeast corner of Fourth Street and College Avenue on a prominent
site that occupies a prominent site on the south side of the Marston Quadrangle. The two-story building is designed
in the Brutalist style. The building is constructed of concrete and is capped by a flat roof. Its massing consists of
several geometric volumes that coalesce to form an irregular plan. Cantilevered concrete bays are located on the
north and west elevations to mark the entrances. The primary entrance, located on the east elevation, is recessed and
consists of one pair of fully-glazed metal doors with sidelights and a transom. Additional entrances, which are
located on the north and east elevations, each consist of one pair of fully-glazed metal doors with a transom and
sidelights. The east entrance is accessed by a set of concrete steps. Fenestration is limited and consists primarily of
single fixed steel-frame windows with vertical orientation. The southern volume of the building (containing Lyman
Music Hall) features folded plate walls that are a reflection of the performance space of the interior. The exterior
walls throughout are given texture and rhythm from the horizontal and vertical striations of the board-formed
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concrete construction, with a simple geometric pattern also formed in the concrete providing some articulation of
the top of the folded plate walls of the southern volume. The folded plate wall is cantilevered over the foundation on
the west side, where concrete bosses protrude and appear to support the structure above. The expressiveness of
structure, materials, and masses are all characteristic of Brutalist style architecture. The adjoining Carol Bartel Lyon
Garden complements the building with grass berms that swell between the pathways and provide a counterpoint to
the hard, textured forms of the building’s exterior. Other built features of the garden, such as concrete half-walls,
the mechanical housing on the east side, the fountain with bronze sculpture and concrete and wood benches were
designed for the space in the same materials as the building. The building and landscape appear to be largely
unaltered and possesses historic integrity.

1959

Anna May Wig Hall

1993, 2005

Herbert J. Powell (Smith,
Powell & Morgridge)

Anna May Wig Hall is located at the southeast corner of Bonita and College avenues. The multi-story building
embodies a Vernacular Modern style but also features a hipped red clay tile roof that integrates the building with the
older, Mediterranean Revival style buildings on the Pomona College campus. The building is characterized by an
irregular I-shaped plan, is constructed of concrete, and is capped by a low-pitched hipped roof with overhanging
eaves. Exterior walls consist of painted concrete. The primary (north) entrance is recessed and consists of one pair
of fully-glazed metal doors with sidelights. Additional entrances to the building can be found at various points on its
secondary elevations. Fenestration consists primarily of steel-framed windows that feature a fixed window in the
upper sash and a casement window in the lower sash; a smaller number of single-hung vinyl windows can be found
along the building’s ground story. Lawns, mature trees, and shrubs line the building’s perimeter, and its east
elevation opens into a landscaped courtyard. A concrete block retaining wall and metal gate enclose an outdoor
patio near the northeast corner of the building. Interior renovations were performed in 1993 and 2005, but the
building’s exterior appears to be unaltered.

4.

Historical Background

Pomona College, established in 1887, was the first college in Claremont and became the founding
member of the Claremont Colleges Consortium. The college was founded by local leaders of the General
Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, a Christian denomination that had long
aspired to form an institution of higher learning in the state. The General Association aimed to establish a
Christian college in the New England fashion that was open to students of both sexes.11 Prior to selecting
Pomona as the initial site of the college, other areas in Southern California, including Beaumont and
Lugonia (now part of Redlands), were considered but were ultimately dismissed because of their remote
locations.12 The City of Pomona was chosen as the location of the college due to its proximity to the
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroads. The new institution was named “Pomona College” after the city
as well as for the name recognition of the nearby Santa Fe station.13

11

E. Wilson Lyon, The History of Pomona College: 1887‐1969 (Claremont: Pomona College, 1977) 8.
Lyon 4.
13
Lyon 8.
12

Historical Resources Technical Report
Pomona College, Claremont, California

April 28, 2014
Page 13

Charles Sumner, the pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church of Pomona, was selected by the Education
Committee of the Association to be the college’s financial supervisor.14 In 1888, Sumner persuaded his
fellow trustee and Board President, Henry A. Palmer, to donate 80 acres for the site of the college.
Meanwhile, the college operated out of Ayer Cottage, a five-room house at the corner of 5th Street (now
Mission) and White Avenue in Pomona where classes began in the fall of 1888.15 The first courses to be
offered were an English course and a Classical and Literary course in the Preparatory Department (an
offering due to the lack of students ready to enter college in the local area at the time), and a freshman
year for the first class of incoming students in the Collegiate Department.16
In 1888, that same year, the real estate boom abruptly ended in Southern California, leaving the newlybuilt Claremont Hotel, in the nearby city of Claremont, superfluous. The hotel was offered to Pomona
College, along with 260 empty lots that were intended to be a town site. After some debate, the College
decided to move from their initial location in Pomona to Claremont, and in January of 1889 classes
resumed.17 The Claremont Hotel (later Sumner Hall) originally housed recitation rooms, an assembly
room and parlor, a library alcove, a dining room, and a kitchen on the first floor. The second floor
contained the president’s suite, guest rooms, and student rooms.18 The Claremont Hotel was built in 1887
in the Queen Anne style (though later remodeled), reflecting the popularity of highly ornamented,
complex buildings throughout the later nineteenth century. Holmes Hall (the college’s second building;
demolished in 1990) was constructed in 1893 and similarly reflected styles that were popular during the
Victorian era.
A nationwide architectural shift occurred in the last few years of the nineteenth century that affected how
buildings were conceived of and designed for years to come. The World’s Columbian Exposition (also
known as the Chicago World’s Fair) took place in 1893. The six-month-long exposition created a new
paradigm for architecture and planning, placing emphasis on the use of classical styles combined with
modern technology. Pomona’s Pearsons Hall, built in 1898, was designed with Classical Revival and
Romanesque Revival characteristics and reflected this shift in architectural preferences. Pearsons Hall, the
oldest building on campus remaining in its original location, was constructed to house chemistry, physics,
and biology laboratories, as well as the president’s office and the college’s first library.19 The Carnegie
Library, built in 1908, was another campus building that reflected this experiment with classical styles.
It was not until 1908 that Pomona College received a formal campus plan, when the college
commissioned Myron Hunt and Elmer Grey, Architects, to create a design for the campus. Hunt and
Grey’s partnership lasted from 1904 to 1910, and Hunt is principally credited with the campus design.
Hunt was born in Massachusetts and was trained at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T.).
He practiced in Chicago, where he became associated with Boston-based architect H.H. Richardson. Like

14
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18
Lyon 19.
19
Harth 38.
15

Historical Resources Technical Report
Pomona College, Claremont, California

April 28, 2014
Page 14

many other architects of his time, he had absorbed the lessons of the Chicago World’s Fair. In 1903, Hunt
moved to Pasadena where he established a practice that included both private and institutional clients,
including Occidental College and Throop Institute in Pasadena (now the California Institute of
Technology),20 both campuses for whom he also produced master plans. Hunt was clearly steeped in the
design of college campuses, and made many references and drew comparisons to specific elements of
campuses throughout the country as well as Canada as he made his case for the placement of buildings at
Pomona.
Hunt placed great importance on a campus plan that could be expanded as the college grew, taking as his
ideal model the University of Virginia campus designed by Thomas Jefferson. He recommended that the
college acquire additional land “at once” with this goal in mind, to avoid the pitfall of being hemmed in
by land they could not afford to purchase as the town grew.
Hunt’s vision for the Pomona College campus was partly based upon Thomas Jefferson’s plan for the
University of Virginia (U.V.A.): a campus designed in the Classical Revival style around a central
quadrangle with a central library placed at the head as its main focus. Hunt, with his growing sensitivities
to local conditions, drew upon the plan of U.V.A. rather than the architecture. With inspiration from this
example, Hunt created a plan that called for the construction of a central quadrangle with a prominent,
east-west axis, and with most buildings placed north and south of the quadrangle such that they could be
added to the framework over time.21 The design would allow for growth, a feature, according to Hunt,
that was lacking in many older American campus developments such as Harvard and Yale.22 Hunt’s plan
for Pomona was well supported. Trustee George Marston donated funding for the quadrangle that was
subsequently named after him. The Carnegie Library anchored the west end of Marston Quadrangle,
Holmes Hall was situated on the north end of the quadrangle, and Rembrandt Hall and Mable Shaw
Bridges Hall of Music (both designed by Hunt in a Mediterranean Revival mode) lined the south side of
the quadrangle.
Hunt’s most significant gesture was to completely reorganize the spatial qualities of the campus by
calling for Sumner Hall to be removed from the east side of College Avenue, where it stood facing the
Carnegie Library. This gesture opened the broad length of undeveloped land east of College Avenue for
several blocks, a space that would become Marston Quad. Hunt envisioned a large administration
building to be placed at the east end of the quadrangle, which was never realized. However, an equally
commanding building was constructed in 1931 (Bridges Auditorium) at this location.
Sumner Hall was moved to the southeast part of the quadrangle and its exterior remodeled in a style
compatible with that of the other campus buildings.23 Its massing was oriented perpendicular to the Quad

20

Harth 31.
Myron Hunt, “Campus Bulletin: Recommendations to the City of Claremont and to the Trustees of Pomona
College, relating to the future development of the College Campus.” Pomona College Bulletin, Vol. 5, No. 4, Nov.
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in order to lie parallel to Bridges Hall of Music; smaller courts, such as Memorial Court between these
two buildings, were to provide more intimate garden spaces adjoining the larger Marston Quad and more
directly related to neighboring buildings. The orientation of the buildings perpendicular to the main quad
was an interesting aspect of Hunt’s plan (developed by his 1913 iteration). Although all were ostensibly
based on the UVA plan to some degree, the variations according to the site or the needs of a particular
college are notable among his various campus projects.
Hunt’s plan discounted the importance of the older, wood frame buildings, which were then about twenty
years old. Those that he incorporated into the campus plan were the “permanent building” of the Carnegie
Library, and Pearsons Hall, which he called “a substantial modern building.” Sumner Hall, on the other
hand, stood across College Avenue from the library on what later became Marston Quad, blocking what
was later to become the main east-west axis across the campus. Hunt noted that he was disregarding this
building due to its construction (and its inconvenient location) and extended the reach of the campus
eastward to the edge of Blanchard Park (the Wash, already owned by the college). He recommended this
site “for the future Central Building at the head of the campus. This is the most important location on the
campus. It is the natural site for the administrative offices and the Chapel, handled as one imposing
central building.” Nearly two decades later, this key site finally became the location of Bridges
Auditorium (1931). Hunt also considered how academic buildings might cluster and where buildings to
house other elements of campus life, such as dormitories for men and women and a YMCA and YWCA,
might be located.
Hunt considered his plan to be a “practical dream” for the future of the campus, and summarized his
recommendations as follows:
Buy a very few much needed pieces of property. Vacate one block on Dartmouth Street [south of
4th St., now the location of Sumner Hall]. Reopen Fifth Street east of College Avenue [now
Stover Walk]. Boulevard Fifth and Fourth Streets. Widen the College Avenue sidewalks and
parkways. Do this much for future growth. The rest may be left to time and the natural growth of
the State, the City, and the College.
Hunt’s planning tactics greatly enlarged the scale of the campus by inserting a quadrangle into the center
of the scheme and widening the appearance of thoroughfares by increasing sidewalk and parkway width.
By 1913, Hunt had developed a new campus plan that determined the arrangement of certain buildings
that he designed to fill in the plan. While Hunt’s original 1908 plan had called for buildings to line both
sides of 5th and 4th Streets, the north and south borders of the Quad, his 1913 plan called for buildings to
be set back to the north and south sides of these streets (respectively), opening up a larger central
quadrangle. The spatial results of this plan generally have been followed to the present day within the
central campus.
Hunt ceased to be the campus architect around 1916, though the reasons for his falling out of favor are
unclear.24 James P. Jamieson (1867-1941) and George Spearl (1882-1948), known as Jamieson & Spearl,

24
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a St. Louis firm, became the new campus architects. Jamieson had extensive experience with campus
architecture, having worked on the campuses of Washington University (St. Louis), the University of
Missouri (Columbus, MO), and the University of Arkansas.25
In the 1920s, the landscape architect (and Pomona alumnus) Ralph Cornell and the native California plant
specialist and garden designer Theodore Payne, then working in partnership, presented an updated
campus plan that provided the landscape design of Marston Quad essentially as it is seen today. Cornell’s
1923 drawing shows the oval shape of the central lawn, the ring of large trees that provide a forested
border for the quad, and the north-south minor cross axes that link the buildings across the quad. The
quad is entered on foot from the corners, which provides a view across the Quad’s expanse rather than an
immediate focus on a building at the far end. Throughout the spaces that face the quad to the north and
south, the plan showed a mix of axially-oriented pathways and less formal, diagonally crossing pathways
that provide an experience of the picturesque aspects of the designed landscape.
Marston Quad was considered substantially complete by 1923.26 Throughout the 1920s and 1930s,
Pomona experienced a slight departure from Hunt’s campus plan due to greater growth of the campus and
the adoption of 1920s planning and architectural ideas. Jamieson & Spearl, who took up Hunt’s position
as campus architects, designed the dormitory Harwood Court (1919-1921), Crookshank Hall of Zoology
(1922), and Mason Hall of Chemistry (1923), all of which reflected Hunt’s influence on the campus
through their use of the Mediterranean Revival. The St. Louis firm also included elements that Hunt
considered appropriate to Southern California architecture as embodied in his buildings a decade earlier,
such as low-pitched, clay tile roofs, open courtyards, and decorative details that appear to be derived from
the Spanish Baroque. Harth notes that Pomona College had clearly “left behind its pioneer, Victorian
roots and emerged as an outstanding exemplar of a version of traditional Classicism that came to be
widely identified as a Southern California style.”27
During World War II, the population of the student body dropped significantly as male students and
professors left for military duty. However, immediately after the war, campus enrollment boomed,
reaching an all-time high of 1,110 students in 1947. The population increase resulted in an urgent need
for additional housing, and five new dormitories were constructed, including Della Mulock Mudd Hall
(1947; adjoined to the 1936 Blaisdell Hall), Helen R. Walker Hall (1953), Norton Hall (1956), Anna May
Wig Hall (1959), and the Oldenborg Center (1966).28 A cluster of four cottages at the west end of campus
on College Avenue, formerly a part of the Claremont Inn, were acquired between 1965 and 1974 to
provide additional housing as well. The postwar period also produced a heightened interest in the sciences
resulting from competition with the Soviet Union. Between 1958 and 1964, three new buildings – Robert
A. Millikan Laboratory, Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology, and Seaver Laboratory for
Chemistry (collectively known as the Seaver Science Center) – were erected and outfitted with state-of-
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the-art equipment, including a controlled-temperature animal house, an X-ray spectrograph for the
chemical examination of rocks, and a $268,000 IBM System/360 computer.29 The buildings, designed by
Los Angeles-based architect Herbert J. Powell, retained traces of the Mediterranean Revival style Myron
Hunt had established for the campus decades before (most notably, their gabled roofs clad in clay tile).
However, they also reflected the more austere, fortress-like qualities popular in architecture during the
Cold War period.
Like many institutions after the war, Pomona’s buildings after World War II show a shift toward modern
architectural styles with clean lines and minimalist qualities. The Montgomery Art Center, designed by
Herbert J. Powell in 1958, exhibits the unornamented, horizontal qualities of this period. The Oldenborg
Center, designed by Los Angeles-based architect John Rex in 1966, and the Thatcher Music Building,
designed by Los Angeles firm Allison, Rible, Robinson and Ziegler in 1970, were constructed in the
severe and heavily-restrained Brutalist style. Although new buildings reflected the time periods in which
they were built, several retained some Mediterranean Revival traces that were established through Myron
Hunt’s early buildings for the campus.
The campus continued to develop throughout the 1980s and into the 2000s, with the addition of several
significant buildings, extensive renovations of older buildings, and the loss of a few historic buildings.
Through the 1990s, new buildings were erected on the north side of Marston Quadrangle, fulfilling
Hunt’s intention to create a forever-evolving yet unified campus. The most significant of these efforts, in
terms of campus planning and architecture, is Robert A. M. Stern’s Smith Campus Center (2000), which
establishes and reinforces the east-west linkages among buildings north of Marston Quad as well as those
to the facing buildings south of the quad. Most recently, new science facilities have been erected (often
physically adjoining older facilities), in response to Pomona’s goal of maintaining competitive science
programs. The commanding size of Marston Quadrangle, as well as the significance of the buildings
surrounding it, helps to retain the feeling of a cohesive campus plan despite the extensive amount of new
construction.
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Federal, State and Local Evaluation Criteria

To be considered a historic resource for purposes of CEQA, a property must be demonstrated to be
significant under Federal, State, or local historical designation programs. These are, generally, the
National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, or a local
designation program. The City of Claremont’s program is known as the Claremont Register of Structures
of Historic and Architectural Merit. The criteria for each program are discussed below, beginning with a
more detailed discussion of the National Register, whose policies set the conceptual framework for State
and local programs.

5.1

National Register of Historic Places Criteria

The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) is the nation’s master inventory of known
historic resources and includes listings of buildings, structures, sites, objects and districts that possess
historic, architectural, engineering, archaeological or cultural significance at the national, state or local
level. As described in National Register Bulletin Number 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria
for Evaluation, a property must have both historical significance and integrity to be eligible for listing in
the National Register.
To be significant, a property must be “associated with an important historic context.”30 The National
Register identifies four criteria for evaluating significance, of which at least one must be applicable to the
property at the national, state, or local level. A property may be considered significant in American
history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture if:
A:

It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history; or

B:

It is associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or

C:

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D:

It has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 31

Second, for a property to qualify under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it must also retain
“historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance.”32 While a property’s
significance relates to its role within a specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s
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physical features and how they relate to its significance.”33 To determine if a property retains the physical
characteristics corresponding to its historic context, the National Register has identified seven aspects of
integrity:
Location

is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic
event occurred.

Setting

is the physical environment of a historic property.

Design

is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a
property.

Materials

are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of
time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.

Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given
period in history or prehistory.
Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.
Association

is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.34

Since integrity is based on a property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a
property’s integrity can only occur after historical significance has been established.35

5.2

California Register of Historical Resources Criteria

The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is the authoritative guide to the
State’s significant historical and archeological resources. It serves to identify, evaluate, register and
protect California’s historical resources. The California Register program encourages public recognition
and protection of resources of architectural, historical, archeological and cultural significance, identifies
historical resources for state and local planning purposes, determines eligibility for historic preservation
grant funding and affords certain protections under the California Environmental Quality Act. All
resources listed on or formally determined eligible for the National Register are automatically listed on
the California Register. In addition, properties designated under municipal or county ordinances are
eligible for listing in the California Register.

33
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The California Register criteria are modeled on the National Register criteria discussed above. An
historical resource must be significant at the local, state, or national level under one or more of the
following criteria:

1.

It is associated with events or patterns of events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United
States.

2.

It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history.

3.

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values.

4.

It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
the local area, state or the nation.36

Like the National Register, evaluation for eligibility to the California Register requires an establishment
of historic significance before integrity is considered. California’s integrity threshold is slightly lower
than the federal level. As a result, some resources that are historically significant but do not meet National
Register integrity standards may be eligible for listing on the California Register.37
California’s list of special considerations is shorter and more flexible than that of the National Register. It
includes some allowances for moved buildings, structures, or objects, as well as lower requirements for
proving the significance of resources that are less than 50 years old and a more thorough discussion of the
eligibility of reconstructed buildings.
Resources may be nominated directly to the California Register; in addition, they are automatically listed
in the California Register if they are listed in or have been officially determined eligible for the National
Register; State Historic Landmarks #770 and forward are also automatically listed in the California
Register.38
The California Historical Resource Status Codes are a series of ratings created by the California Office of
Historic Preservation (SHPO) to quickly and easily identify the historic status of resources listed in the
State’s historic properties database. These codes were revised in August 2003 to better reflect the many
historic status options available to evaluators. The following are the seven major status code headings:

1.

36
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2.

Properties determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California Register.

3.

Appears eligible for National Register or California Register through Survey Evaluation.

4.

Appears eligible for National Register or California Register through other evaluation.

5.

Properties recognized as historically significant by local government.

6.

Not eligible for listing or designation.

7.

Not evaluated for National Register or California Register or needs revaluation.

5.3

Claremont Register of Structures of Historic and Architectural Merit

The treatment and management of historic resources in Claremont is addressed in the City’s General Plan
and Municipal Code. In 1980, the City of Claremont created the Claremont Register of Structures of
Historic and Architectural Merit (the “City Register”) and adopted the criteria that had been used for the
1978-1979 Claremont Historic Resources Inventory. In order for a property to be listed on the City
Register, it must be approved by the Architectural Commission and meet one or more of the following
criteria:39

1.

Buildings, structures or places, including landscaping, are important key focal or pivotal points in
the visual quality or character of an area, neighborhood or survey district; or

2.

Structures are associated with historic figures; or

3.

Structures represent an architectural type of period and/or represents the work of known
architects, draftsmen, or builders; or

4.

Structures illustrate the development of California locally or regionally; or

5.

Buildings remain in good condition and illustrate a given period; or

6.

Structures are unique in design or detail; or

7.

Structures serve as examples of a period or style; or

8.

Structures contribute to the architectural continuity of the street; or

9.

Buildings appear to retain the integrity of their original design fabric.

39
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The City of Claremont has no historic preservation ordinance. Although the above criteria are included in
the General Plan, they were not applied in the inventory in a way that made a strong distinction between
buildings that are older and possibly of interest and those which may actually be significant. Without
criteria that better adhere to the practices set by the State Office of Historic Preservation, buildings on the
City inventory cannot be considered historic resources for purposes of CEQA.

6.

Evaluation of Historic Significance

6.1

Prior Evaluations

To date, none of the buildings on the Pomona College campus that may be impacted by the proposed
Master Plan have been listed on the National Register or the California Register. A large number of
campus buildings, however, were identified in the 1978 survey that established the City of Claremont’s
historical inventory. Although National Register districts may have been identified, many buildings were
also evaluated as locally eligible. Given that this survey was conducted 35 years ago according to
methods that are out of date, the reevaluation of the Pomona College campus and its individual
components is clearly due.
Pomona College buildings that appear in the state’s Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) are shown in the
chart below with their current evaluations. The evaluation of 5D2 given to most of the buildings dates to
the 1978 inventory and indicates that they were considered contributors to a historic district that was
significant under a local ordinance (or in this case, absent an ordinance, within the inventory that was
being prepared of Claremont’s historical resources at that time). Some of these entries may be erroneous;
for example, Marston Quadrangle was given an evaluation of 5S2 rather than 5D2 but no separate
documentation for such an evaluation could be located. Other buildings were given an evaluation of 3D,
indicating that they are eligible for a National Register-eligible historic district, but the documentation for
such an evaluation was not identified by the College, the City of Claremont, Claremont Heritage, or the
SCCIC. It seems likely that the 3D evaluations also derived from the 1978 survey, although the date of
the evaluation is not indicated in the HRI. The 3D evaluations appear to represent the identification of a
National Register district at the College in addition to the lower-tier grouping that was considered locally
eligible (and given 5D2s).40
A more recent evaluation of Bridges Auditorium (1931) was undertaken in 2005. This evaluation was
conducted under the Section 106 process and lead to a consensus determination that the building is
individually eligible for the National Register, giving it a status code of 2S2.

40

Changes in the California status codes since 1978 further complicate efforts to decipher earlier survey results for
which there is little or no other documentation. This is another factor that necessitated the reevaluation of the
campus for this report.
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BUILDING
Anna May Wig Hall
Baldwin House
Bracket Observatory
Bridges Auditorium
Bridges Hall of Music
Carnegie Library
Cook House
Crookshank Hall of Zoology
Edmunds Union (only ballroom survives, incorporated into
Smith Campus Center)
(Sontag) Greek Theatre
Harwood Court (Harwood Memorial Dining Hall)
Helen R. Walker Hall
Holmes Hall
Marston Quadrangle
Mason Hall of Chemistry
Memorial Gymnasium
Montgomery Art Center (Pomona College Museum of Art)
Mudd-Blaisdell Hall
Norton Hall
Oldenborg Center
Pearsons Hall
President’s House
Rembrandt Hall
Renwick Gymnasium (no longer extant)
Renwick House
Robert A. Millikan Laboratory
Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology
Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry
Smiley Hall
Sumner Hall
Sumner House
Thatcher Music Building
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DATE
1959
1890
1908
1931
1915
1908
1895
1922
1937
1914
1921
1953
1893
1923
1923
1950
1958
1936; 1947
1956
1966
1898
1900
1914
1899
1900
1958
1958
1964
1908
1887
1887
1970 (HRI
indicates 1960)

CURRENT STATUS
CODE
5D2
3S
3D
3D, 2S2
3D
3D
3S
3D
5D2
3D
7N
5D2
5D2
5S2
7N
5D2
5D2
5D2
5D2
5D2
5D2
3S
3D
3D
3S
5D2
5D2
5D2
5D2
7N
3S
5D2

The Pomona College campus contains some of the most significant buildings in Claremont and many of
the most important buildings and designed landscapes within the Pomona Valley as well. The early plan
developed in 1908-1913 by Myron Hunt is a significant example of planning for a localized ensemble of
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related buildings in Southern California. Myron Hunt was responsible for several of the most significant
examples of college campus planning in the Los Angeles area in the first and second decades of the 20th
century, which were critical years for development of the region’s institutions.
The campus was evaluated for this report as a historic district. Potentially impacted buildings that were
determined to be outside of or non-contributors to the district (either due to geographical remove from the
district or distinctions of building type, association, or date) were evaluated individually using the criteria
of the National Register and the California Register. Bridges Auditorium was previously determined
eligible for the National Register, so impacts to its individual eligibility (i.e., aside from its significance as
a district contributor) must be considered. Rembrandt Hall, too, may require further study for its
individual eligibility for the National Register since it is potentially impacted by projects in the Master
Plan as well.
A number of buildings on the campus were not evaluated because they were out of the scope of potential
impacts of the Master Plan and are not contributors to the historic district that was identified. This
includes, for example, the campus houses on College Ave. between 1st and 4th Streets and newer
construction on the campus.41
In the section below, buildings that appear eligible for the National Register or the California Register are
discussed in terms of the relevant criteria for designation under which they appear eligible. For those that
are not eligible for either designation program, a brief discussion is given as to why the property does not
meet each of the criteria.

6.2b

Pomona College Historic District

The Pomona College campus contains a significant grouping of buildings and landscapes that is eligible
for the National Register as a historic district. The district is bounded by 6th St., College Way, and 8th St.
to the north, 2nd Street to the south, the rear of the buildings on the west side of College Avenue to the
west, and the vacated path of Columbia Avenue to the east, passing between Raines Center and Smiley
Hall to exclude Raines Center. The period of significance is 1908, the date of the earliest campus plan, to
1947, by which time the facilities planned in the era before World War II had been completed, which
includes the majority of buildings within the plans by Myron Hunt and Ralph Cornell/Jamieson and
Spearl had been constructed.
The Pomona College Historic District is significant as the work of a master under Criterion C because it
“embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type (or) period,” because it “represent(s) the work of a
master,” and further because it “possess(es) high artistic values.”

41

These houses have a prior evaluation of 3S, or individually eligible for the National Register, that appears to
stem from the 1978 inventory. See Section 6.1.
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Myron Hunt was clearly a leader in the arena of campus planning, having designed the campuses of major
institutions of higher learning such as Throop Polytechnic (renamed the California Institute of
Technology (Caltech) in 1920), Occidental College, and Pomona College. The development of small
liberal arts colleges in Southern California was a relatively new phenomenon, and several were
established in the late nineteenth century, including Pomona College.
Hunt’s mark on institutional architecture in Southern California during a significant period in the
development of the region and its institutions is also a strong theme in his body of work. The buildings
that Hunt designed show clear integration with his plan, a learned use of the forms and features of
Mediterranean architecture, and their skillful application to contemporary buildings in materials that were
commonly used in Southern California at the time. Hunt’s development of this vocabulary for use in
institutional buildings included classically derived porticoes, and colonnades and courtyards as
transitional spaces towers or finials, blind and fenestrated openings, and materials such as rough or
smooth stucco, cast stone door and window surrounds and other ornamentation (sometimes in significant
amounts for major features, such as the portico of Bridges Hall of Music), and clay barrel tile roofs.
The contributions of Ralph Cornell and Theodore Payne are also a significant element of the historic
campus. The selection of trees, for example, for Marston Quad reflects a desire to incorporate native
California vegetation as a major feature at the heart of the campus to enhance its Western setting. Rather
than a straightforwardly formal space, Marston Quad has the combination of axial orientation with a
softer, forested border that gives the design a layer of informality and brings depth to the way one
experiences that environment.
The Pomona College Historic District is also eligible for the California Register, as are all resources
identified as eligible for the National Register.

6.2c

Rembrandt Hall

Rembrandt Hall is one of the few key buildings designed by Myron Hunt on the Pomona campus. The
buildings by Hunt are significant because they were to set the tone, style, and scale for the rest of the
campus buildings for the next generation. They are also some of the oldest buildings of the Claremont
Colleges.
Rembrandt Hall is sited on the south side of the Carolyn Bartel Lyon Garden, a fine arts quadrangle that
is located south of Marston Quad and near the center of the Pomona College campus. Its location was
dictated by the first campus master plan that was developed in 1908 by Myron Hunt; Hunt was also
responsible for the design of Rembrandt Hall in 1914. The first phase of the building was comprised of
the first six bays on the east side of the building. The additional five bays to the west were completed
according to the same design in 1936. Initially, the building faced Marston Quad; however, construction
of the Thatcher Music Building and Lyon Garden in 1970 severed the visual connection to the quad.
Rembrandt Hall is named for the Rembrandt Club, a campus organization that played an instrumental role
in financing the construction of the building. Founded by several Pomona College professors in 1905, the
Rembrandt Club was dedicated to the “study of art and the fostering of the interest of the art department
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and gallery” at the college.42 Shortly after its founding, club members spearheaded an initiative to finance
and construct a new building that would be used exclusively for the arts and art education. The new
building was to be located on land that had recently been purchased by the college to facilitate future
expansion as envisioned in Hunt’s master plan.43
Rembrandt Hall was the second of three buildings that Hunt designed for Pomona College. Its blend of
Mediterranean Revival and Spanish Baroque architecture complemented the other buildings on the
Pomona College campus and supported the broad vision for the campus that had been set forth in Hunt’s
campus master plan. Initially, space within the building was divided between two principal
constituencies: its upper story was used by the college’s Art Department for office, studio, and exhibition
space, and its lower story was used by the Rembrandt Club for meetings, exhibitions, and receptions that
were hosted by its members.44 Although some interior spaces have been reconfigured over time to
accommodate the evolving programmatic needs of the college’s arts programs, the building continues to
house studio classrooms and faculty offices for the Department of Art and Art History.
In addition to being the first building for the arts curriculum to be constructed on the Pomona College
campus, Rembrandt Hall also bore the distinction of being “the first building devoted to art in the Pomona
Valley” upon its completion in 1914.45
The ensemble of buildings that was to include Rembrandt Hall was not completed as he envisioned. As
seen on Hunt’s 1913 campus plan, a series of large buildings was intended to face Marston Quad with
their massing oriented perpendicular to the quad (e.g., Bridges Hall of Music, Sumner Hall). The spaces
between these buildings (e.g., Memorial Garden) were to be connected at the rear by buildings that were
faced with colonnades. Polyzoides and DeBrettville, authors of masterful observations about the
typological qualities of Southern California’s historic architecture, note:
This extraordinary network of open spaces and passages is the principal underlying structure
organizing the whole campus. It provides useful and distinct gathering places for the academic
units and dorms. In its inherent variety, it creates an extraordinary sense of identity for the
components of a plan which is otherwise very regularly organized.46
They describe Rembrandt Hall as “prototypical of those academic buildings that were to be placed
parallel to the central green and surrounding streets.”
How to make visual and spatial connections among buildings in the Southern California landscape was an
ongoing preoccupation in Hunt’s work for many years. In several projects he explored this idea, including
in his concepts for the men’s and women’s dormitories at Pomona and the grounds of the Huntington
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“Pomona College Timeline: 1914,” accessed 4 Nov. 2013, http://www.pomona.edu/timeline/1910s/1914.aspx.
E. Wilson Lyon, The History of Pomona College: 1887‐1969 (Claremont: Pomona College, 1977), 148‐149.
44
Harth, 63.
45
Harth, 63.
46
Polyzoides and DeBrettville 96.
43
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estate in San Marino. Even in his own Arts and Crafts style house in Pasadena, a simple columned porch
mediates between the house and the garden (a feature that Hunt eventually extended along the front of the
house from its original single bay).
Hunt had developed this concept to some extent in plan for the series of dormitories in his 1908 and 1913
plans. Smiley Hall, built in 1908, was to be linked to a number of repeating buildings by way of
columned trellises that would run perpendicular to the buildings and connect all of them as a unit. By
1913, however, he had developed a much stronger formal concept for the academic cluster of the arts and
music buildings, exemplified by the design of Rembrandt Hall. These buildings were arranged to create
courtyards so that the spaces between the buildings would be active counterpoints to the buildings that
bordered them. Hunt, it appears, had not yet arrived at this arrangement when he proposed the dormitory
groupings in 1908.
Rembrandt Hall represents “the work of a master,” Myron Hunt, in his development of an architectural
style and typology appropriate for Southern California’s institutional buildings, per the language of
California Register Criterion 3.The building is an important component of the Pomona College campus
and the execution of the 1913 master plan that is recognized in its significance as a historic district
elsewhere in this report. It is also, however, an important building in the evolution of Hunt’s development
of a Southern California style that would draw on visual references and architectural devices of the
Mediterranean. Examples within Hunt’s skillful assembly include the colonnade in place of an interior
hallway for exterior circulation and the incorporation of an essentially industrial form, the canted
skylights that are recognizable as art studio windows, on the main façade. These skylights serve to
capture northern light, but just as significantly, they express the purpose of the building. Hunt designed
Rembrandt Hall as a contemporary building for a nearly new institution, but he combined those uses with
classically-derived architectural devices as a part of his ongoing development of a regional architectural
vocabulary. Hunt eventually became known for his work in the Spanish Colonial Revival in the 1920s
with buildings such as the Pasadena Public Library (1927). In this earlier period, prior to World War I,
Hunt was working in a more generalized Mediterranean mode and appears to have been experimenting
with the ornamentation of the Spanish and Italian Baroque.
The building does not appear eligible for the National Register at this time due to the extensive additions
that surrounded it as it was incorporated into the Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of
Art. The California Register, while having similar thresholds for a building’s significance, has lower
thresholds for historic integrity. The building itself has fairly high integrity, retaining integrity of location,
design, workmanship, materials, feeling and association. However, the setting is compromised by the
large and extensive additions that lie to the south and west of the original footprint. These one- and twostory additions were constructed for the art department and museum of the College. They do not render
the building ineligible, however, because the building has a single façade that is clearly more important
than the others – the north façade – and that façade is clearly intact. The east and west sides are also not
engaged by additions and are fully visible. The west side appears as it does in historic photographs. The
other compromise to the building’s setting came with the siting of Thatcher Hall of Music, a two-story
building oriented, in part, parallel to Rembrandt Hall, effectively cutting off the historic visual
relationship of Rembrandt Hall with Marston Quad. The garden in front of Rembrandt Hall, known as
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Lyon Garden, was completed in 1970 with Thatcher Hall of Music and provides a fitting setting for the
building despite its clearly modernist design.
Rembrandt Hall is individually eligible for the California Register. It is also eligible for the National
Register as a contributor to the Pomona College Historic District.

6.2d

Thatcher Hall of Music

Thatcher Hall of Music was evaluated under the criteria of the California Register due to its later date,
1970, which places it beyond the fifty-year threshold of the National Register. The California Register has
no specific limit to the age at which a building may evaluated for historical significance. The National
Register criteria, by contrast, address this concern through Criteria Consideration G: Properties that have
Achieved Significance in the Past Fifty Years, which states that:
The National Register Criteria for Evaluation exclude properties that achieved significance within
the past fifty years unless they are of exceptional importance. Fifty years is a general estimate of
the time needed to develop historical perspective and to evaluate significance. This consideration
guards against the listing of properties of passing contemporary interest and ensures that the
National Register is a list of truly historic places.47
While this philosophy generally guides the consideration of properties for California Register
significance, it does not exclude such properties based on their particular age. Thatcher Hall of Music
currently falls short of the fifty-year threshold by only seven years.
Thatcher Hall of Music, along with the landscape setting that includes Lyon Garden, appears eligible for
the California Register under Criterion 3 as an example of the Brutalist architectural style.
Thatcher Hall of Music is a very good representation of architectural trends that were developing in the
Late Modern period. Among these was the so-called Brutalist style, which was used for many college and
university campus buildings throughout the U.S. from the late 1950s through the early 1970s. Architects
working in this style turned an otherwise utilitarian material, concrete, into the signature element of the
building, exploiting its textural versatility, neutral color, and plasticity. Board-formed concrete with a
vertically striated texture finishes the exterior of Thatcher Hall. The entrances, rather than being cut into
the surface, are located in recessed voids where the larger masses of the buildings appear to break or come
together. The north and south entrances, facing Marston Quad and Lyon Garden, respectively, are
examples, with their recessed expanses of glass.
The Brutalist style was derived from the work of Le Corbusier primarily in France, who pioneered the use
of “béton brut,” or raw concrete, in this manner. These buildings were constructed of concrete with the
exterior (and sometimes interior) surfaces left unfinished so that the structure and the finish material of
the building were one and the same. These buildings were mostly large in scale and size and composed of
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dynamic forms that emphasized the plasticity and simplicity of concrete as a building material. The style
was in large part a reaction to the anonymity perceived in International Style modernist buildings. Among
the most significant examples of the style is the Art and Architecture building at Yale that was built in
1963 by architect Paul Rudolph. An architectural historian explains Rudolph’s use of Brutalism as a
solution for new campus architecture:
(Rudolph) and many other architects and critics had long criticized the International Style as
monotonous, unexpressive and incompatible with older architecture. The A&A Building’s thick,
rough, hammered by hand walls and irregular silhouette represented a deliberate break from the
International Style’s smooth, spare, and modular aesthetic. In Rudolph’s view (B)rutalism also
enabled him to reinvest modernism with the material heft, broken down masses, patterns of light
and shadow, elaborate silhouettes and interior complexity he admired so much in older
architecture and believed formed the basis for its widespread appeal. He stressed the way this
design carefully related to the varied heights and massing of the buildings around it and the way it
echoes the towered irregular silhouettes of Yale’s older historicist buildings.48
Likewise, even minimal attention to Thatcher Hall reveals that it is not simply a concrete box. The
exterior’s board-formed concrete was a popular material in the 1960s and 1970s, just as it had been in the
late 1920s and 1930s when the Clark Hall cluster and Frary Hall were built in the same material and
finish texture. Board-formed concrete experienced a third round of popularity on the Pomona campus
when Robert A. M. Stern employed it for the Smith Campus Center in 2002. Rather than representing a
complete break with the known environment of Pomona’s earlier buildings, as it might on first glance,
Thatcher Hall is in some ways in line with the qualities of prior buildings on the campus. The use of
board formed concrete as the primary building material has been noted. The building is only two stories
high and modest in size and scale, consistent with the other buildings of the south side of Marston Quad.
The placement of Lyon Garden, as noted, redesigned the open space in front of Rembrandt Hall but also
emphasized the older building as one of the building “walls” of the garden and retained the earlier pattern
of crossing paths within the space.
Thatcher Hall also illustrates the dynamic integration of Brutalist buildings and their environment. The
adjoining garden, the Carol Bartel Lyon Garden, was designed to provide an outdoor space that would
form a setting to complement the building. The soft forms of grass berms that are sculpted to swell
between the pathways provide a counterpoint to the hard, textured forms of the building’s exterior.
Concrete half-walls guide a dynamic approach to the garden and building, particularly on the west
entrance to the garden between Thatcher Hall and the entrance to the Pomona College Art Museum. Other
built features of the garden, such as the fountain and the concrete and wood benches, are significant
elements as well that were designed for the space in the same materials as the building. The simplicity of
the plant palette and the repetition of the same tree species give the garden the same limited palette of
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Helene Sroat, “Brutalism: an Architecture of Exhilaration.” Symposium Transcription, UMass Dartmouth, April
13, 2005. http://prudolph.lib.umassd.edu/files/pr/Sroat%20Transcription,%20041305.pdf Accessed Nov. 2013.
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materials that one sees in the building, with a similar result – greater attention to the textures, shapes, and
subtle variations in light and color that are present.
In its placement, Thatcher Hall of Music represented a departure from the established pattern of buildings
on Marston Quad. The Carnegie Building, Bridges Hall of Music, and Bridges Auditorium presented
open porches toward Marston Quadrangle as a way of providing a welcome entrance to the building, but
also as legible, large-scale features on buildings that were meant to be seen across the quadrangle from a
great distance. The entrances to Thatcher Hall are recessed within voids in the first floor instead. The
building is provided with a softening green threshold by way of the plantings designed for it and by the
trees whose shadows would play off of the concrete exterior. The other buildings on the south side of the
quad were also placed by Hunt perpendicular to the quad to leave space between them for gardens (e.g.,
Memorial Garden between Bridges Hall of Music and Sumner Hall). Lyon Garden occupies such a space,
but it is closed off from the quad by the north volume of the building.
Unfortunately, the placement of the building also interfered with the relationships among established
historic buildings and landscape spaces (those that the Master Plan document refers to as “heritage”
planning and architectural features of the campus). The relationship of Rembrandt Hall to the quad and
the prominence of Bridges Hall of Music in the context of the quad were altered by the siting of the
building. Rembrandt Hall lost the visual connection to the quad that it had for nearly 70 years, and which
Hunt had intended. Thatcher Hall’s placement close to the 4th Street sidewalk and the quad takes away
from the prominence of neighboring Bridges Hall of Music, which is set back from 4th Street to create a
forecourt.
Thatcher Hall and Lyon Garden retain historic integrity. The building’s unpainted exterior concrete is
unaltered, as are the exterior paving materials leading to the north and south entrances. Light standards on
the College Ave. side may also be original features. The interiors of the lobby are also intact, with the
exception of the floor. The main performance space, Lyman Hall, also appears to be generally unaltered.
The major plant materials of the garden, such as the lawn and many of the trees and tree species, are
intact. The circulation patterns and spatial qualities of the garden are also intact, as are specific features
such as the fountain, sculptures, benches, and hardscape.
The architect of Thatcher Hall of Music was the Los Angeles firm of Allison, Rible, Robinson, and
Ziegler. The firm grew out of the partnership of Allison and Rible, who were the architects of the
Claremont Mens College (later Claremont McKenna College) campus, having designed its plan as well as
most of the buildings from the early phases of the campus. There is little record of the body of work of
this partnership, but the level of design of Thatcher Hall suggest that the firm had skilled designers whose
work may have emerged later or at other firms.
Thatcher Hall of Music, with Lyon Garden, “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type (and)
period,” per the language of Criterion 3 of the California Register. Due to their strong representation of a
significant architectural style, particularly one that was commonly used for educational buildings in the
period, the building and garden as an ensemble appear eligible for the California Register under Criterion
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3. Note that Lyon Garden is not treated here as a separate resource, but is included as a feature of
Thatcher Hall.

6.2e

Other Impacted Buildings – Not Historic Resources

A number of buildings affected by the Master Plan are over forty years old but were not found to be
historic resources. These are the College Ave. Cottages; Millikan, Seaver South, and Seaver North
(assessed as a grouping); Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of Art; Oldenborg
International Center; and Wig Hall. Therefore, the proposals with regard to these buildings in the Master
Plan will not be an impact under CEQA.

College Ave. Cottages – Background
The College Ave. Cottages (Cottages) were constructed over ten years, between 1938 and 1947. Three of
the four Cottages (239 N. College Ave., 245 N. College Ave. and 120 W. Bonita Ave. (originally W. 3rd
St.)) were constructed to serve as additional lodging for the Claremont Inn, which was located across the
street, on the northwest corner of N. College Ave. and W. Bonita Ave. The fourth cottage (241 N. College
Ave.) was built as a private residence.49 The Claremont Inn, built in 1905, was constructed as a joint
venture between the City and the College to provide dining and guest facilities for the college and the
local community. The building was designed by the well-known architect Arthur Benton and constructed
in the popular Craftsman style. In 1907, Pomona took full ownership of the inn. The inn became a social
hub for the Claremont community and strengthened the college’s connection with its local residents. In
1912, a guest wing was added to accommodate more visitors to the college and to the city.50 The Cottages
were constructed during and directly after World War II, presumably to accommodate the enrollment
boom the college experienced during this time.
The Claremont Inn’s prominence as a social center for the community began to decline in the 1960s. In
1968, after conducting a feasibility study that indicated a renovation would be impractical, the inn was
demolished.51 Between 1965 and 1974, all four of the Cottages were bought by the College, and currently
serve as campus residences (three of them are listed as student housing).52
The architecture of the College Ave. Cottages is typical for residences built during and after World War
II; the architect for the Cottages is unknown. The buildings were designed in the Minimal Traditional
style with modest, Colonial Revival influences, including painted brick exteriors, gable and hipped roofs
with low pitch, eave returns, gable-end vents, and multi-light windows. They are one story in height,
with unornamented facades and simple entryways, characteristic of the Minimal Traditional style.
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Building Permit, 245 N. College Ave., 7 June 1938.; Building Permit, 120 W. 3rd St., 6 June 1941.; Building Permit, 241 N.
College Ave., 16 October 1945.; Building Permit, 239 N. College Ave., 25 August 1947.
50 Harth, 41.
51 Harth, 41.
52 Building Permit, 245 N. College Ave., 21 July 1966.; Building Permit, 120 W. 3rd St., 11 October 1974.; Building Permit, 241 N.
College Ave., 23 July 1965.; Building Permit, 239 N. College Ave., 16 November 1966.
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College Ave. Cottages – Evaluation of Significance
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events.
Three of the College Ave. Cottages were built to provide extra lodging for the Claremont Inn, while one
was built as a private residence. The Cottages dated much later than the Inn, and were not tied to it by
their style, materials, arrangement, etc. Any integrity of historical association with the Claremont Inn was
lost in 1964 with the demolition of the inn. The Cottages served their original purposes until the 1960s,
when they were acquired by Pomona College to provide additional campus housing. Research does not
suggest that the Cottages stand out for their historical association with Pomona College having been used
simply as overflow housing. Therefore, the Cottages do not appear significant as a historic district under
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person.
Research did not indicate that the College Ave. Cottages are associated with significant individuals. The
Cottages provided relatively short-term housing for many individuals, but they are not associated with
any known people of historical significance in the life of the College or otherwise. Therefore, the four
buildings are not significant as a historic district under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRCR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing
high artistic values.
The College Ave. Cottages were constructed in the Minimal Traditional style with modest, Colonial
Revival influences, by an unknown architect(s). This style was typical of the time period in which the
Cottages were built, and the Cottages are not an exceptional example. The Cottages do not achieve a high
level of architectural distinction and therefore do not appear to be eligible as a historic district under
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.

Millikan/Seaver Grouping – Background
Like many institutions of higher learning across the nation, Pomona College embarked upon a campaign
to expand and enhance its science curriculum during the postwar period. Development of a new, state-ofthe-art science complex near the northern end of the campus was made possible by a donation presented
by Frank L. Seaver, a prominent industrialist and Pomona College alumnus who was then serving on the
college’s Board of Trustees. Site selection was dictated by proximity to other campus buildings used for
the natural and physical sciences, which at the time concentrated in nearby buildings that comprise the
present-day Stanley Academic Quad.
Seaver’s donation financed the construction of two identical buildings that occupied adjacent sites at the
intersection of Sixth Street and College Avenue: the building on the east (Millikan Laboratory) would be
dedicated to physics, mathematics, and astronomy, and the building on the west (Seaver South) would be
dedicated to the biological and geological sciences. These new buildings were constructed in 1958 and
were jointly dedicated at a ceremony held that year.
Completion of the Millikan Laboratory facilitated the expansion of the college’s physics, mathematics,
and astronomy departments through the provision of an additional 44,000 square feet of offices,
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classrooms, and laboratory facilities. Included within the new facility were a number of state-of-the-art
facilities including laboratories for nuclear and atomic/molecular physics; a departmental library; the
college’s first computer laboratory; a planetarium; and a 150-seat auditorium.53 Seaver South was geared
toward the college’s programs in the biological and geological sciences. The building provided an
additional 50,000 square feet of offices, classrooms, and laboratory facilities for the biology and geology
departments and, like the Millikan Laboratory, was well-equipped with the latest in technology. Biology
facilities included a radioactive-isotope laboratory modeled after Oak Ridge National Laboratory;
experimental aquaria for marine-life study; a controlled-temperature animal house; and electron, phase
and Baker interface microscopes. Geology facilities included an X-ray spectrograph for the chemical
examination of rocks; an ultrasonic separator for deconstructing rock matter; a rock-slicing room with
diamond saws; an experimental lab where the earth’s crust was simulated; a gravity meter for measuring
the earth’s tides; and a microscope room with Leitz and Zeiss instruments.54 Both geology and biology
had their own libraries as well.55
Shortly after Millikan Laboratory and Seaver South opened, Seaver presented the college with an
additional donation to finance the construction of a third science building for the chemistry department,
on a site immediately north of Seaver South. Ground was broken for the new building in late 1963;
construction took place in 1964. Seaver North was the largest and most complex of the three science
buildings funded by Seaver. Featured within the new building were a fully-stocked chemistry library and
an IBM System/360 computer – one of the first such machines in the nation to be purchased by an
institution of higher learning.56 Construction of the three Seaver Science Center building ultimately
helped position Pomona College as a leading institution for undergraduate study in the sciences.
All three buildings that comprise the Seaver Science Center were designed architect Herbert J. Powell of
the Los Angeles-based firm of Smith, Powell and Morgridge. A graduate of Harvard University, Powell
began his career in New York City where he worked in the offices of McKim, Mead and White.57 Powell
subsequently relocated to Southern California in the 1920s and entered into partnership with architects
Norman Marsh and David Smith. Their firm, known as Marsh, Smith, and Powell, designed a number of
public school campuses across Southern California during the 1930s and 1940s.58 Later, as a partner in
the firm Smith, Powell and Morgridge, Powell designed several educational campuses and institutional
buildings throughout Southern California, including several buildings on the Pomona College campus. In
addition to the three Seaver Center buildings, Powell designed the Montgomery Art Center / Pomona
College Museum of Art (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), and Wig Hall (1959).
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The three Seaver Center buildings are nearly identical in design. The buildings exhibit elements of
Modernist architecture as evidenced by their emphasis on horizontality, concrete exterior walls, and lack
of applied ornament. However, all three buildings are capped by gabled red clay tile roofs that are
intended to integrate the buildings with prevailing Mediterranean Revival style buildings that comprise
the Pomona College campus.
Although the Millikan and Seaver buildings were intact at the time of this review, Millikan Lab was
demolished at the end of 2013. This review reflects the building in its intact state prior to demolition.

Millikan/Seaver Grouping – Evaluation of Significance
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events.
The Seaver Science Center is significant within the institutional history of Pomona College, as its three
constituent buildings were well-equipped for their time and facilitated the expansion of the college’s
science programs. Construction of the science complex is reflective of the college’s desire to expand its
science curricula and associated facilities after World War II, when a high value was placed on scientific
innovation. However, by their nature colleges and universities function as agents of innovation and
change to keep pace with advances in society. Thus, the expansion of institutional facilities in conjunction
with the evolution of societal values does not reflect an especially significant trend within an institutional
context. Although the three Seaver Science Center buildings were innovative for their time, research did
not indicate that these buildings bear association with a significant event or pattern of events. Therefore,
the Seaver Science Center is not eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person.
This criterion is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a significant
person. Frank L. Seaver played an instrumental in financing the building, but his life and work were not
directly associated with the buildings in a manner that would merit designation under this criterion.
Robert Andrews Millikan was an internationally-renowned physicist who was awarded the Nobel Prize
for Physics for his contributions to the field, but Millikan himself had no involvement in the planning,
development, or operation of the Millikan Laboratory, which was constructed five years after his death.
Additional research did not indicate that there exists a direct association between the building and the
productive lives of any significant individuals. In the absence of such evidence, the Seaver Science Center
is not eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing
high artistic values.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or
construction, and/or to recognize properties that represent the work of a master. Due to the
aforementioned alterations that have been performed to the three Seaver Science Center buildings, the
district cannot coherently reflect a particular mode or era in a visually identifiable way. The district does
not strongly reflect any particular era or style, nor is it a notable example of the work of the architect
Herbert J. Powell, who, further, cannot be established as a “master” architect. For these reasons, the
Seaver Science Center is not eligible under Criterion C/3.
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Oldenborg Center ‐ Background
Oldenborg Center is included within the boundaries of the identified Pomona College Historic District
due to its location adjacent to Marston Quad, but it is a non-contributor to the district because it was
constructed in 1966, which is significantly later than other buildings and outside of the historic context
for the district.
Oldenborg Center was constructed in 1966, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus
development. Named for Dietrich C. Oldenborg, a retired businessman and philanthropist who helped
finance its construction, the Oldenborg Center occupies a prominent site near the center of the Pomona
College campus, immediately south of Bridges Auditorium. The 70,000-square-foot facility, which
houses student dormitories, a dining hall, an international house, and a language center, is also located in
close proximity to the concentration of student dormitories that comprise much of the southern half of the
Pomona College campus.
Plans for an international center on the Pomona College campus were conceived in the 1960s, at a time
when tense relations between western and eastern powers underscored a need for academic programs and
facilities dedicated to international relations and language proficiency. Campus administrators worked
toward this goal by planning a comprehensive international center that would include both a
coeducational residence hall and teaching facilities under a single roof. The center was to provide students
with an opportunity to become immersed in the practice and use of various foreign languages. According
to the center’s first director, Leon L. Cowles, its overarching purpose was to offer “a stimulating
environment for the practice of foreign languages, second only to an actual sojourn abroad.”59 This
concept won the avid support of Oldenborg, a seasoned world traveler, who subsequently presented the
college with a donation to finance the center’s construction.
Upon its completion in 1966, the Oldenborg Center was the second-largest building on the Pomona
College campus.60 Despite its large size, the building is divided into a series of smaller, interconnected
wings that sought to maintain a sense of human scale. Initially, the center provided accommodations for
144 male and female students who were grouped into one of five language-oriented wings: Chinese,
French, German, Russian, and Spanish. Each wing contained student dormitories and was overseen by a
resident national, who would oversee daily use of the language, organize language-oriented group
meetings, and arrange conversation tables in a central dining hall.61 In addition to residential and dining
facilities, the building also included a multipurpose room that was often used for lectures and films,
shared kitchen facilities, an international relations library, and language lounges.62 This consolidation of
residential and teaching facilities allowed students housed in the Oldenborg Center to become immersed
and fully engaged in their language and culture of choice, an approach to language-based education that
was innovative at the time.
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The Oldenborg Center was designed by architect John Leon Rex in 1966. A graduate of the University of
Southern California’s School of Architecture, Rex initially worked in the office of – and eventually
entered into partnership with – Sumner Spaulding, a Los Angeles-based architect who had been
commissioned to design Frary Dining Hall and the Eli P. Clark dormitories for Pomona College in the late
1920s. As partners, Spaulding and Rex designed many residential projects early on, and are remembered
as the architects of Case Study House No. 2 (1947), an early Post and Beam style modernist residence in
Pasadena that was designed as part of Arts and Architecture magazine’s influential Case Study House
program.63 Beginning in 1953, Rex entered into partnership with architect Douglas Honnold; their firm,
called Honnold and Rex, Architects and Associates, was responsible for designing several Corporate
International style buildings in Southern California. Whereas Rex primarily took on residential projects in
the early period of his career, his later commissions – including the Oldenborg Center – were largely
completed for public and private institutional clients. The DeWeese Construction Company was the
general contractor for the building.
Rex designed Oldenborg Center in the Brutalist style, a variant of Late Modern architecture that was
commonly employed for buildings on college and university campuses between the late 1950s and early
1970s. Brutalism takes its name from the French phrase béton brut or “raw concrete,” a concept that was
pioneered through the work of Le Corbusier. Brutalist buildings are generally characterized by
monumental massing and a “heavy” appearance; the use of concrete as a signature design element; the
integration of bold, angular shapes and geometric forms; the expression of structural materials; and the
integration of building and environment.64

Oldenborg Center – Evaluation of Significance
Since the Oldenborg Center is less than 50 years of age and is not of “exceptional importance,” per the
language of the National Register, it does not satisfy the minimum age requirement associated with
National Register eligibility. However, the California Register imposes no specific limits with regard to
the age at which a building may be evaluated for historical significance. Therefore, the Oldenborg Center
was evaluated under the criteria of the California Register only, as follows:
CRHR Criterion 1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events.
Oldenborg Center is significant within the institutional history of Pomona College due to its innovative
arrangement of functions that were conducive to learning, and living with, foreign languages and for
providing students with a broader, international outlook on human and political affairs. In order to be
eligible under this criterion, however, a building or the concepts or trends that it exemplifies should have
a demonstrable impact originating at the college and reaching beyond the college community. A college,
generally speaking, is always undergoing renewal and innovation internally based on outside forces. The
concerns that are addressed by the building are typical of the era, in which the integration of international
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relations and language study into the curriculum of colleges around the country was valued. Although the
building was innovative and the ideas behind it are interesting, current scholarship does not appear to
support that a propagating effect on collegiate language instruction originated with this building.
Therefore, the building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion 1.
CRHR Criterion 2 – Association with the life of a significant person.
CRHR Criterion 2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a
significant person in local, state or national history. Research did not indicate that there exists a direct
association between the building and the productive lives of any significant individuals who would meet
these criteria beyond their leadership in the college community. For these reasons, the Oldenborg Center
does not appear to be eligible for designation under CRHR Criterion 2.
CRHR Criterion 3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high
artistic values.
CRHR Criterion 3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or construction,
and/or to recognize properties that represent the work of a master. Although the Oldenborg Center
exhibits characteristics of Brutalist architecture, it does not stand out as a particularly expressive example
of the style. The building was considered an innovative solution to the needs particular to language
instruction and international studies, but its appearance is not particularly distinguished in the context of
the Pomona campus. The building does not appear to be among the premier works of John Rex, and his
body of work has not been critically studied to a sufficient degree to establish his significance as a master
architect. Therefore, the Oldenborg Center does not appear to be eligible for designation under CRHR
Criterion 3.
Oldenborg Center is found to be ineligible for the California Register according to the criteria of that
program, and it is not eligible for the National Register due to being under fifty years of age and not of
exceptional importance. Therefore it is not a historic resource for purposes of CEQA.

Montgomery Art Center/Museum of Art – Background
The Montgomery Art Center was constructed in 1958, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus
development. Named for Gladys K. Montgomery, a patron of the college’s art program and a member of
the Pomona College Board of Trustees, the building was constructed on a site adjacent to two other
campus buildings on the Marston Quadrangle dedicated to the visual and performing arts: Rembrandt Hall
(constructed 1914) and the Bridges Hall of Music (constructed 1915). These buildings, in addition to the
later-constructed Thatcher Hall of Music (constructed 1970), coalesce to form a cluster of arts and musicrelated facilities near the center of the Pomona College campus. Although the building was constructed in
the postwar period, its site was dictated by architect Myron Hunt’s original design concept for Rembrandt
Hall in 1914; Hunt’s plans had called for the construction of a museum appended to the western end of
Rembrandt Hall – a plan that went unrealized until the construction of the building in 1958.
Prior to the construction of the building, all of the functions related to the art department were housed in a
single building – Rembrandt Hall – which lacked the space needed to accommodate the program’s growth
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and expansion. This lack of space, coupled with a growing public interest in larger exhibitions,
encouraged Victor Montgomery, husband of trustee Gladys Montgomery, to present the college with the
funds needed to construct a new arts building in his late wife’s honor. The building contained a lecture
room, galleries, a sculpture room, spaces for permanent collections and exhibitions, and additional rooms
for slides and storage.65 Its completion provided the art department with an additional 8,000 square feet,
which nearly doubled the amount of space that was dedicated to the department and supported its
evolving programmatic needs. Construction of the building also provided the means to host a larger
number of exhibitions on the Pomona College campus. Relocating exhibition space to the building freed
space in Rembrandt Hall, which was subsequently reconfigured to house additional studios and
classrooms for the art department.66 In 2001, the building was renamed the Pomona College Museum of
Art; it continues to function as gallery space for the college’s art program.
The Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of Art was designed by architect Herbert J.
Powell in 1958. A graduate of Harvard University, Powell began his career in New York City and worked
in the offices of McKim, Mead and White.67 Powell relocated to Southern California in the 1920s and
entered into partnership with architects Norman Marsh and David Smith. Their firm, known as Marsh,
Smith, and Powell, designed a number of public school campuses across Southern California during the
1930s and 1940s.68 Later, as a partner in the firm Smith, Powell and Morgridge, Powell designed several
educational campuses and institutional buildings throughout Southern California, including several
buildings on the Pomona College campus. In addition to this building, Powell designed the Millikan
Laboratory (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), the Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology
(1958), the Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry, and Wig Hall (1959). J. Putman Henck served as general
contractor for the art buildings.
The Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of Art was designed in the style generally known
as Mid-Century Modern. Character-defining features of the style that are evident in the building include
its horizontal orientation, flat roof with minimal eave overhang, concrete exterior finish (in this case, with
areas of board-formed concrete within an expressed exterior frame), and largely unarticulated exterior,
with emphasis on solid masses and glazed entrances.

Montgomery Art Center/Museum of Art – Evaluation of Significance
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
The building’s size, form, and appearance have changed greatly over time due to numerous additions and
alterations that affected the design, size, massing, and footprint of the building. The later alterations
(some of which are as recent as 2006) have not gained significance over time. Changes to the building
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negate its ability to convey the values of the College in the 1950s. For these reasons, the Montgomery Art
Center/Pomona College Museum of Art is not eligible under Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of
a significant person. Although many artists of considerable note have been associated with Pomona
College Art Department as students, professors, and exhibitors, the building is not strongly associated
with any single notable person. The building’s lack of historic integrity would, in any case, make it
difficult to make a connection between such a historical figure and the building in its current, altered
state. The building is not eligible under Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing
high artistic values.
As a result of the alterations discussed above, the building does not strongly reflect any particular era or
style, nor is it a good example of the work of the architect Herbert J. Powell, who, further, cannot be
established as a “master” architect. Although the building’s additions have been reasonably consistent in
style over the years, the building cannot be interpreted as a historic resource since it does not coherently
reflect a particular mode or era in a visually identifiable way. For these reasons, the Montgomery Art
Center/Pomona College Museum of Art is not eligible under Criterion C/3.
The Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of Art is found to be ineligible for the National
Register and the California Register according to the criteria of both of those programs. Therefore it is not
a historic resource for purposes of CEQA.

Anna May Wig Hall ‐ Background
Wig Hall was constructed in 1959, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus development.
Named for Anna May Wig, the late wife of a longtime Pomona College trustee, the building is one of
several dormitories that are located south of Bonita Avenue in the southern section of the Pomona College
campus. Sanborn fire insurance maps and historic aerial imagery indicate that Wig Hall was constructed
on the site of several small single-family residences on College Avenue, which were removed in the late
1950s in order to make way for Wig Hall. Construction of the building in 1959 corresponded with a sharp
rise in student enrollment that occurred in the years immediately following World War II; Wig Hall was
one of five new postwar dormitories that were commissioned in order to accommodate the increased
demand for housing associated with the campus’s growth. The building initially served as a dormitory for
women but has since been converted into a co-ed facility. In addition to providing housing for 113
students, the building also contains communal kitchen and laundry facilities that are shared among its
residents.
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Wig Hall was designed by architect Herbert J. Powell in 1959. A graduate of Harvard University, Powell
began his career in New York City and worked in the offices of McKim, Mead and White.69 Powell
relocated to Southern California in the 1920s and entered into partnership with architects Norman Marsh
and David Smith. Their firm, known as Marsh, Smith, and Powell, designed a number of public school
campuses across Southern California during the 1930s and 1940s.70 Later, as a partner in the firm Smith,
Powell and Morgridge, Powell designed several educational campuses and institutional buildings
throughout Southern California, including several buildings on the Pomona College campus. In addition
to Wig Hall, Powell designed the Millikan Laboratory (1958), the Montgomery Art Center / Pomona
College Museum of Art (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), the Seaver Laboratory for Biology
and Geology (1958), and the Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry. The William J. Moran Co. served as
general contractor for the building.
Wig Hall embodies a vernacular modern aesthetic as evidenced by its horizontal orientation, smooth
concrete exterior walls, and lack of articulation beyond the basic rhythm of window and door openings
and the use of generally used architectural devices such as patterned concrete screen walls. The building
is capped by a hipped red clay tile roof that is intended to integrate it with prevailing Mediterranean
Revival style buildings that comprise the Pomona College campus.

Anna May Wig Hall – Evaluation of Significance
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with events or patterns
of events that are historically significant. Wig Hall communicates the values of Pomona College during a
period in which the campus experienced growth and expansion after World War II, but its design is not
particularly expressive of this period in the college’s history. It does not represent any known event or
pattern of events. Therefore, Wig Hall does not appear to be eligible for designation under NRHP/CRHR
Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of
a significant person. As a student dormitory, Wig Hall has been the temporary home of numerous
individuals since its completion in 1959, but research did not indicate that the building is directly
associated with the productive period of any one particular person. Therefore, Wig Hall does not appear
to be eligible for designation under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing
high artistic values.
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NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or
construction, and/or to recognize properties that represent the work of a master. As a vernacular building,
Wig Hall does not embody distinctive characteristics of any particular trend or development in modern
architecture. Herbert J. Powell, while a successful architect who designed many buildings on the campus,
is not considered to be a master in the field. For these reasons, Wig Hall does not appear to be eligible for
designation under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.
Anna May Wig Hall is found to be ineligible for the National Register and the California Register
according to the criteria of both of those programs. Therefore it is not a historic resource for purposes of
CEQA.

7.

Impacts of Proposed Project

7.1

Project Description

The Pomona College Master Plan calls for several changes to buildings on campus in order to
accommodate projected growth and the College’s evolving programmatic needs for the next fifteen years.
The Master Plan also seeks to enhance the College’s circulation and open space networks, and to
incorporate principles of sustainability into campus planning and design. The recommendations presented
in the Master Plan coincide with the principal objectives set forth in a 2007 Strategic Plan that codified a
“common vision for the future of Pomona College” and functioned as a blueprint to help guide future
campus planning decisions. The Master Plan also builds upon previous land use studies that were
developed for the College in the early 2000s.
In conjunction, the recommendations and proposals presented in the Master Plan would result in the
construction of approximately 205,000 square feet of additional program area across the Pomona College
campus. Accommodation of this additional square footage would be achieved through a combination of
demolition, renovation, and expansion of existing campus buildings and facilities. Per the Master Plan,
the net increase in program area would be used to house expanded science and arts facilities; to
accommodate additional residential, recreational, and programmatic facilities for students; and to
consolidate administrative functions.
The enhancement of open space and circulation networks across the Pomona College campus represents
another core objective articulated in the Master Plan. Toward this end, the Master Plan proposes the
construction of additional plazas, courtyards, and gardens across the campus grounds. In addition, the
Master Plan calls for several changes to be made at the intersection of Bonita and College Avenues to
more clearly delineate this area as a “gateway” between the Pomona College campus and the adjacent
Claremont Village commercial district.
Ten existing buildings throughout the Pomona College campus would be impacted as a result of the
proposed Master Plan. Some are proposed for demolition and others for alteration. Most, but not all, of
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the impacted buildings date to the postwar era and embody a variety of architectural styles that contribute
to the campus’s diverse yet essentially cohesive aesthetic vocabulary.

7.2

Potential Impacts to Historic Resources

The Pomona College Master Plan has potential impacts to ten existing buildings on the campus. Three of
these buildings, as noted above, are historic resources for purposes of CEQA: Rembrandt Hall and
Bridges Auditorium, which are eligible for the National Register as contributors to a historic district; and
Thatcher Music Building (including Lyon Garden), which is individually eligible for the California
Register. Bridges Auditorium was also identified previously as individually eligible for the National
Register in 2005. Seven buildings impacted by the Master Plan are not historic resources: Seaver North,
Seaver South, and Millikan Labs; Oldenborg Center; Montgomery Art Center; Wig Hall; and the College
Ave. Cottages. Therefore, the proposed alterations or demolitions of these buildings are not potential
impacts to historic resources under CEQA.

Resource Name

Year
built

Historic
Resource
under
CEQA?

Pomona College
Historic District

19081947

X

Rembrandt Hall

1914

X

Bridges Auditorium

1931

X

239-245 N. College
Ave. Cottages

19381948

Millikan Laboratory

1958

Montgomery Art
Center
Seaver Center South

1958

Wig Hall

1959

Seaver Center North

1964

Oldenborg Center

1966

Thatcher Music Bldg.

1970

Action in Master Plan

(see actions for Bridges Auditorium and
Rembrandt Hall, which are district
contributors)
Renovate; demolish 1958 addition;
construct new addition
Renovate; expand for net increase of
25,300 square feet
Demolish

Potential Impacts
Under CEQA?
X

X
X

Demolish and build new facility for net
increase of 10,500 square feet
Demolish

1958

X

Expand for net increase of 8,000 square
feet (net increase refers to Seaver North
and Seaver South)
Renovate; expand for net increase of 6,100
square feet
Expand for net increase of 8,000 square
feet (net increase refers to Seaver North
and Seaver South)
Renovate; expand for net increase of
27,400 square feet
Demolition and new construction for a net
increase of 5,700 square feet

X
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The Pomona College Historic District was identified as a cohesive grouping of buildings and landscapes
planned over a thirty-year period and executed within approximately 40 years, with the break of World
War II as the end of the period of significance. For the most part, any impacts to the district were
minimized during various planning efforts in the past by the fact that the college has long recognized the
historic nature of the campus. These qualities have been used as a source of inspiration and direction in
the recent past as major new buildings such as Smith Campus Center (1999, Robert A. M. Stern) were
integrated into the existing fabric, serving to provide new signature buildings and major facilities while
enhancing the connections among the existing network of buildings and landscapes.
The potential impacts to the district are mainly impacts to individual district contributors (addressed
below), which, taken cumulatively, can have an adverse impact on a historic district. The most prominent
of the buildings that would be impacted is Bridges Auditorium, for which the addition of 25,300 square
feet of additional space is proposed. Impacts to Rembrandt Hall are also possible. The College intends to
protect the historic character of Rembrandt Hall, as stated in the Master Plan, and to make certain
considerations regarding the design of additions to Bridges Auditorium, indicating that the Master Plan
will not have an impact on the Pomona College Historic District.
It should be noted that while Thatcher Music Building and Oldenborg Center are not considered
contributors to the Pomona College Historic District, they are located within the significant viewsheds of
the campus. The new construction involved with both of those projects, which are not yet fully designed,
should take into account the position of each site within a National Register-eligible historic district.

7.2a

Impacts to Bridges Auditorium

Bridges Auditorium is eligible for the National Register as a contributor to the Pomona College Historic
District and has also been previously determined eligible for the National Register as an individual
resource. Any additions to Bridges Auditorium, when designed, must meet the Standards in order to
avoid a significant impact under CEQA. The front views of the building across Marston Quad are the
most critical vantage points. There is a significant amount of open space to the rear of the building, and
whatever functions are desired to be attached to Bridges Auditorium may possibly be accommodated in
additions in this area. In the early years of the building’s existence, in fact, several gymnasiums were
present and/or moved to the rear of Bridges Auditorium, presumably because they were less visible
directly behind the building than they were in their prior locations to the southeast of the building. The
sides of Bridges Auditorium, however, are more sensitive locations for additions due to their visibility
from the quad and also due to the sleek, box-like, symmetrical massing of the building.
When project-level design occurs, the significant interiors of Bridges Auditorium must be protected in
order to avoid significant impacts to the historic fabric of the building. The significant interior spaces are
likely to include the lobby and public circulation spaces and the auditorium (in particular the decorative
treatment of the ceiling and side walls, the volume and configuration of the auditorium and balcony, and
the shape and features of the proscenium and stage). There may be other secondary spaces that also have
historic features. In Section 7.3 Recommendations, below, we have suggested the completion of a
Historic Structures Report (HSR) in preparation for project-level design of alterations and additions to the
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building. There is not enough information about the future treatment of the building in this regard to
determine such impacts at this point.
The Master Plan states “Recommended Planning Guidelines for Bridges Auditorium Addition,” as
follows:
Retain the character of the north, south, and west façades.
Building addition footprint: Only to the east side of the existing structure, within the north and
south corners of the existing east wall. Maximum depth of an addition: 60 feet from the existing
east wall.
Building Height: Maximum height to parapet line equal to parapets at northeast and southeast
corners, or top of parapet for the south colonnade.
Based on the level of information that is currently available at the Master Plan stage, these guidelines
appear to be sufficient to minimize any potential impacts to the Pomona College Historic District or to the
building as a contributor to the district. The following impact addresses Bridges Auditorium as an
individual resource determined eligible for the National Register as noted above.
IMPACT #1:
Alterations or additions that do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation could cause a substantial adverse change in a historical resource. As the project
develops, it will be reviewed at the project level when there is sufficient information available to
evaluate the project against the Standards.
MITIGATION #1:
To avoid a significant impact on historic resources, the project shall be completed in accordance
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. (The Standards are included
below in Appendix A.)

7.2b

Impacts to Rembrandt Hall

Rembrandt Hall is eligible for the National Register as a contributor to the Pomona College Historic
District and also appears individually eligible for the California Register. The Master Plan notes that
Rembrandt Hall is to remain open to Lyon Garden and so will retain the open space in front of it that
comprises its historical setting. Removal of the current rear addition to the south, which is a part of
Montgomery Art Center, could be undertaken without an adverse impact if care is taken during
demolition to preserve whatever remains of the rear exterior wall of Rembrandt Hall, which is believed to
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be at least somewhat intact within the addition.71 The north, east and west facades appear to be essentially
unaltered by the additions.
The removal of later additions to Rembrandt Hall and the rehabilitation of its interior have the potential to
improve the historic appearance and overall historic integrity of the building. The project, when designed,
must meet the Standards to avoid adverse impacts to the building as an individual resource eligible for the
California Register of Historical Resources.
The Master Plan states “Recommended Planning Guidelines for Rembrandt Hall Addition,” as follows:
Retain the overall character and the north, east, and west façades of the existing structure.
Addition to be on the south side of the existing structure [i.e., replacing extant additions].
Through the use of one or a combination of means – materials, color, architectural elements, or
building form – a new building should distinguish the existing building.
Building height: Two stories, maximum height to LeBus Court eave line.
Roofs: Predominantly gable or hip roofs with red tile.
Building colors: Predominantly the family of colors of Bridges Hall of Music, LeBus Court and
Rembrandt Hall.
Based on the level of information that is currently available at the Master Plan stage, these guidelines
appear to be sufficient to minimize any potential impacts to the Pomona College Historic District or to the
building as a contributor to the district. The following impact addresses Rembrandt Hall as an individual
resource that appears eligible for the California Register.
IMPACT #2:
The rehabilitation of Rembrandt Hall and replacement of the non-historic additions could cause a
substantial adverse change in a historical resource.
MITIGATION #2:
The Master Plan calls for the removal of non-historic additions and rehabilitation of Rembrandt
Hall, possibly including new additions to replace those to be demolished. To avoid a significant
impact on historic resources, the project shall be completed in accordance with the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. (The Standards are included below in Appendix A.)

7.2c

Impacts to Thatcher Music Building

Thatcher Music Building appears individually eligible for the California Register. The building currently
has high integrity, with much of the exterior and interior intact as well as its landscape setting, which, as

71

Gorse 6 Nov 2013.
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discussed above, is a critical part of the building’s design and character. Since the building is significant
under Criterion 3 as an example of a particular architectural style, the proposed demolition of the building
“(d)emolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an historical
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion
in the California Register of Historical Resources.”72
IMPACT #3:
The demolition of Thatcher Music Hall, a historical resource which appears eligible for the
California Register, is a significant and unavoidable impact: the building will be demolished in
order to utilize the site for construction of a new music department building; also, its demolition
enables the restoration of this area of the campus’s “heritage plan.” The building was sited
without regard to some aspects of the plan which, today, are better understood and given higher
priority.
MITIGATION #3:
Prior to the building being vacated, the College shall document Thatcher Hall of Music (including
the adjacent Lyon Garden). This documentation shall include measures to safeguard any existing
original architectural drawings as well as the production of photographs and the recording of
video of the building.73 To ensure its public accessibility, the agreed upon documentation shall be
filed with Special Collections of Honnold Library for inclusion in their local/colleges history
collection. While Mitigation Measure #3 would reduce impacts to historical resources, those
impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

72

73



Drawings: Any existing historic architectural drawings of Thatcher Hall shall be digitally
scanned for storage with the other documentation.



Photographs: Photo documentation of Thatcher Hall of Music and Lyon Garden shall be
prepared, documenting the setting, building exteriors, and building interiors. Photographs
must be identified and labeled using HABS (Historic American Buildings Survey)
standards. Photographs may be color, 35mm (film), and non-archival. Photographs
should include overall views of the site; individual views of important building features;
exterior elevations of each façade of the complex; views of major interior spaces
including, but not limited to, the lobby and performance hall; and detail views of specific

CCR Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 5, Section 15064.5(b).

Refer to Historic American Buildings Survey, “Heritage Documentation Programs, HABS/HAER/HALS
Photography Guidelines” http://www.cr.nps.gov/hdp/standards/PhotoGuidelines_Nov2011.pdf.
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materials or elements. Black and white photographs may be included at the
photographer’s discretion to highlight aspects of the building.


7.3

Digital Video: Digital video of the exterior of Thatcher Hall and Lyon Garden and the
major spaces of the interior (lobby, auditorium, etc.).

Recommendations

We recommend that the following measures be taken in the future to inform the project-level execution of
the Master Plan as well as future planning efforts in order to avoid potential future impacts to the Pomona
College Historic District.

8.



Nomination of the Pomona College Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places.



Preparation of a Historic Structures Report prior to major rehabilitation of Bridges Auditorium
due to the scope of rehabilitation and adaptation planned and the size of the potential addition. An
HSR identifies the building’s condition, its historic integrity, and its significant features and
spaces, as well as those features and spaces that are not character-defining and may provide
opportunity spaces for changes and alterations. This is standard practice for the treatment of a
significant historic building when a major rehabilitation is planned.



Preparation of a Cultural Landscape Report for Marston Quadrangle.
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APPENDIX A
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change
to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property
will be avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained
and preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

The Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation can be found at:
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/rehab/rehab_index.htm
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The Pomona College Historic District comprises 25 buildings and three landscape features, most of which are clustered around a large
landscaped quadrangle near the center of the Pomona College campus. The quadrangle creates a prominent east-west axis that largely
defines the pattern of development within the district. Five buildings are separately grouped in an area to the northeast of the
quadrangle, but were developed in conjunction with other major elements within the district and share similar architectural qualities.
Buildings vary between one and three stories in height and exhibit characteristics of one or more Period Revival styles. Most buildings
within the district are capped by a red clay tile roof and feature facades that are either composed of board-formed concrete or clad with
textured stucco, which provides the district with a sense of aesthetic cohesion in spite of the variety of architectural styles that are
present. Fenestration is unique to each building, but generally consists of steel or wood-framed casement windows with divided lights.
Most buildings are surrounded by lawns and mature trees, and several are flanked by landscaped courtyards and plazas. A network of
concrete pedestrian paths traverses the landscaped spaces between buildings and facilitates circulation between buildings. A series of
streets bisects the district and conform to the orthogonal grid that defines the circulation pattern of adjacent neighborhoods. Some
material alterations have been made to individual buildings within the district, and several contemporary buildings have been built
alongside historic campus structures; however, as a whole the district retains a sense of cohesiveness and unity.
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1908-1947, Pomona College
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8 Mills Place, Suite 300
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*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
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Location Map
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Photographic Record
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State of California--- The Resources Agency
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D1.
*D3.

*NRHP Status Code

3S

Same
Historic Name: Pomona College
D2. Common Name:
Detailed Description (Discuss overall coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List all
elements of the district.):

The Pomona College Historic District includes buildings and landscape features that resulted from Pasadena-based architect Myron
Hunt’s 1908 campus plan for the college. Contributing buildings were constructed between 1908 and 1947 and are arranged around
Marston Quadrangle, which functions as the core axis of the campus. Within the district are 25 one, two and three-story buildings and
landscape features such as lawns, mature trees and shrubs. Contributing buildings and independent landscape elements include Mason
Hall of Chemistry, Crookshank Hall of Zoology, Pearsons Hall of Science, the Andrew Carnegie Building, Marston Quadrangle, Bridge
Auditorium, A.K. Smiley Hall, Rembrandt Hall, Mabel Shaw Bridges Hall of Music/Lebus Court, Mary L. Sumner Hall, Harwood Court,
Mudd-Blaisdell Hall, Eli P. Clark Dormitory I, Eli P. Clark Dormitory III, Eli P. Clark Dormitory V, Frary Dining Hall/Bixby Plaza,
Edmunds Union Ballroom and the Pomona College Gates.
*D4.

Boundary Description (Describe limits of district and attach map showing boundary and district elements.):

The Pomona College Historic District is an irregularly-shaped district that encompasses the core of the Pomona College campus. Its
northern boundary is primarily defined by Sixth Street, although the northeast corner of the district projects northward to Eighth Street to
include the Eli P. Clark dormitories, Frary Dining Hall, and Bixby Plaza. The southern boundary is shaped by a pedestrian walkway that
is aligned with Second Street. The western boundary follows a course that includes sections of Harvard and College avenues. The eastern
boundary is defined by buildings rather than by streets; the boundary is defined by the Clark I dormitory, Frary Dining Hall, Smiley Hall,
Bridges Auditorium, the Oldenborg Center, and Mudd-Blaisdell Hall. Between Stover Walk and Bonita Avenue, the eastern boundary
follows a pedestrian axis that is aligned with Columbia Avenue.
*D5.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the Pomona College Historic District correspond to the campus’s early pattern of development associated with Myron
Hunt’s master plan for the campus, which was adopted in 1908. The boundary accounts for extant resources on the Pomona College
campus that were developed in relation to Hunt’s master plan. Buildings and sites that comprise the Pomona College campus but fall
outside of the district boundaries generally are not related to early campus planning efforts associated with the district.

Campus Architecture and Planning
*D6. Significance:
Theme
1908-1947
Period of Significance:

Los Angeles County
Area
Applicable Criteria: NRHP C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The Pomona College Historic District appears to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of
Historical Resources under Criterion C. Following is a discussion outlining how this determination was made.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s. Its
founders envisioned the new, coeducational institution as a “college of the New England type.”1 Initially housed in a small cottage in the
neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889 and moved into a large wooden building, which had been
constructed as a hotel but remained unoccupied when a real estate boom that had swept across Southern California in the 1880s ground to
(continued on Page 3)
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*D6. Significance (continued from Page 2)

an abrupt halt. While the move to Claremont had initially been seen as temporary, the college remained at its new location permanently.
The unfinished hotel was subsequently renamed Sumner Hall, in honor of the wife of the college’s founding trustee. In spite of being
relocated and substantially remodeled, Sumner Hall remains a focal point of the Pomona College campus in the present.
By the turn of the twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and was emerging as one of the region’s foremost liberal
arts institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college officials
embarked upon the acquisition of land and presided over the construction of several new academic buildings. In response to the campus’s
continuous growth, architect Myron Hunt of Pasadena was commissioned to create a formal campus master plan for Pomona College in
1908. At the core of Hunt’s master plan was a large central quadrangle, which would define a prominent east-west axis across the
campus and would be anchored on either end by significant buildings.
The Hunt plan for Pomona College was inspired in part by Thomas Jefferson’s plan for the University of Virginia; that plan was defined
by “a longitudinal axis, with a dominant structure as focal point at one end and subsidiary buildings ranged along the sides.”2 By
arranging the buildings around the central quadrangle in such a manner, Hunt allowed for the accommodation of future campus growth –
a critical component of campus planning and design that Hunt believed was lacking from many older American institutions including
Harvard and Yale.
Development activity on campus slowed during the Great Depression, a trend that persisted into the World War II era. The student
population also declined during the wartime years as male students and professors were recruited for military duty. However, the college
experienced a surge in enrollment in the years immediately following the war, as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to
peacetime economy. This transition helped set the next major wave of campus development into motion. Between the late 1940s and late
1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona College campus to accommodate the rise in
enrollment. A particular emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences at this time,
due in part to the competition and tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.3 Campus
buildings constructed in the postwar era are characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many
also feature some period revival elements that echo the campus’s earlier buildings designed under the Hunt master plan.

Architecture
Myron Hunt and Elmer Grey, Architects, were commissioned by Pomona College to develop a campus master plan in 1908, though it is
Hunt who is principally credited with the development of the master plan. Born in Massachusetts and trained at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), Hunt initially practiced in Chicago and, like many of his contemporaries, was influenced by the vision
and design principles articulated in the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893. Hunt moved from Chicago to Pasadena in 1903; between 1904 and
1910, he and architect Elmer Grey worked as partners and operated a prolific firm that served both private and institutional clients. Hunt
demonstrated an interest in and aptitude for the design of college campuses, having also developed campus master plans for the Throop
Institute (now the California Institute of Technology) and Occidental College in 1908 and 1910, respectively.4
Hunt was also commissioned to design three buildings on the Pomona College campus: Smiley Hall (1908), Rembrandt Hall (1914), and
Bridges Hall of Music (1915). Smiley Hall’s design represented a relatively simple interpretation of the Mediterranean Revival style;
both Rembrandt Hall and Bridges Hall of Music embodied a similar Mediterranean Revival aesthetic but featured more ornate decorative
elements characteristic of Spanish Baroque architecture. These buildings helped establish an architectural vocabulary for Pomona
College that was based in part on historicism yet was uniquely adapted to the Southern California landscape. As such, most contributing
buildings within the Pomona College Historic District feature Mediterranean Revival and/or Italian Renaissance Revival elements.
The campus aesthetic that was established by Hunt complemented a handful of buildings in the Pomona College Historic District that
predated the 1908 master plan. Pearsons Hall (1898, substantially renovated 1934) and the Carnegie Building (1907-08) were designed in
2

Paul Venable Turner, Campus: An American Planning Tradition (Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1984), 191.
Harth, 113.
4
Stefanos Polyzoides and Peter DeBretteville, “Myron Hunt as Architect of the Public Realm,” Myron Hunt, 1868-1952: The Search for a Regional
Architecture (Pasadena: Baxter Art Gallery, California Institute of Technology, 1984), 112.
3
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the Italian Renaissance Revival style and Neoclassical style, respectively. Thus, despite their earlier dates of construction, these two
buildings architecturally complemented the principal design elements of Hunt’s master plan.
For reasons that are unclear, Hunt’s association with Pomona College ceased around 1916, but his adaptation of the Mediterranean
Revival style continued to influence the design of campus buildings in years to come. James P. Jameison and George Spearl, who took on
the role of consulting campus architects following Hunt’s departure, designed a number of campus buildings in styles that were similar to
the aforementioned buildings designed by Hunt. Jameison and Spearl designed Mason Hall (1923) and Crookshank Hall (1923) in the
Mediterranean Revival style; between 1921 and 1923, the firm also renovated Sumner Hall, originally a Queen Anne style building, into
a Mediterranean Revival style edifice that harmonized with adjacent campus buildings.
The Pomona College campus contains a significant grouping of buildings and landscapes that is eligible for the National Register as a
historic district. The district is bounded by 6th St., College Way, and 8th St. to the north, 2nd St. to the south, the rear of the buildings on
the west side of College Ave. to the west, and the vacated path of Columbia Ave. to the east, passing between Raines Center and Smiley
Hall to exclude Raines Center. The period of significance for the district is 1908, the date of the earliest campus plan, to 1947, by which
time the facilities planned in the era before World War II had been completed, which includes the majority of buildings within the plans
by Myron Hunt and Ralph Cornell/Jamieson and Spearl had been constructed.
The Pomona College Historic District is significant as the work of a master under Criterion C because it “embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type (or) period,” because it “represent(s) the work of a master,” and further because it “possess(es) high artistic
values.” The district’s contributing features fall into three categories: the campus plan by Myron Hunt, the landscape design (particularly
Marston Quad) by Ralph Cornell and Theodore Payne, and the buildings within this framework by a number of significant architects.
Myron Hunt was clearly a leader in the arena of campus planning, having designed the campuses of major institutions of higher learning
such as Throop Polytechnic (renamed the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) in 1920), Occidental College, and Pomona
College. The development of small liberal arts colleges in Southern California was a relatively new phenomenon, and while several were
established in the late 19th century, including Pomona College, these institutions really came to acquire their mature architectural and
planning qualities during the early 20th century.
Hunt placed great importance on a campus plan that could be expanded as the college grew, taking as his ideal model the University of
Virginia campus designed by Thomas Jefferson. To this end, Hunt’s most completely reorganized the spatial qualities of the campus by
calling for Sumner Hall to be removed from the east side of College Avenue, where it stood facing the Carnegie Library. This gesture
opened the broad length of undeveloped land east of College Avenue for several blocks, a space that would become Marston Quad. Hunt
envisioned a large administration building to be placed at the east end of the quadrangle, which was never realized. However, an equally
commanding building was constructed in 1931 (Bridges Auditorium) at this location.
Myron Hunt’s institutional architecture in Southern California during a significant period in the development of the region and its
institutions is a strong theme in his body work. The few buildings that Hunt designed at Pomona show clear integration with his plan, a
learned use of the forms and features of Mediterranean architecture, and their skillful application to contemporary buildings in materials
that were commonly used in Southern California at the time. Hunt’s development of this vocabulary for use in institutional buildings
included classically derived porticoes, and colonnades and courtyards as transitional spaces, towers or finials, blind and fenestrated
openings with characteristics derived from European architecture, and materials such as rough or smooth stucco, cast stone door and
window surrounds and other ornamentation (sometimes in significant amounts for major features, such as the portico of Bridges Hall of
Music), clay barrel tile roofs.
A number of accomplished architects left their mark on the Pomona College campus between 1908 and World War II. First among these
was Myron Hunt, whose work set the style for the campus that was to be followed or reinterpreted to varying degrees by other architects
in the following decades. Following Hunt’s period as campus architect, Jamieson & Spearl were the next to contribute to the campus, and
were responsible for several buildings (often in conjunction with Robert Orr, a Los Angeles architect). Their work includes the moving
and remodeling of the buildings of the Sciences quad, Mason and Crookshank, as well as the women’s dormitory Harwood Court.
Sumner Spaulding contributed one of the most architecturally significant and varied complexes of buildings on the campus, the Clark
dormitories and Frary Hall, built in 1929-1930. In 1930, San Diego architect William Templeton Johnson was selected by trustee George
Marston (a friend of the Bridges family) to design Bridges Auditorium, a major landmark of the campus due to its position and size.
Allison and Allison, well known for their work on the UCLA campus in the 1920s and 1930s, designed the south campus women’s
dormitory Mudd-Blaisdell, which was completed in two phases nearly a decade apart (1938 and 1947, spanning the gap in building
activity of World War II).
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Two earlier architects each contributed a building to the campus prior to Hunt’s involvement: the Carnegie Building (originally a library)
was designed by Franklin Pierce Burnham, an architect who designed twelve Carnegie Libraries in California after moving to the state in
1903. The earliest extant building is Pearsons Hall, designed by C. H. Brown in 1898.
The contributions in landscape design of Ralph Cornell and Theodore Payne are also a significant element of the historic campus. From a
formal perspective, the complexity of the design for Marston Quad allows for a combination of axial and picturesque qualities within the
same landscape space. Rather than a straightforwardly formal space, Marston Quad has the combination of axial orientation with a softer,
forested border that gives the design a layer of informality and brings depth to the way one experiences that environment. The selection
of trees for Marston Quad reflects a desire to incorporate native California vegetation as a major feature at the heart of the campus to
enhance its Western setting. These landscape design qualities also contribute to the significance of the district under Criterion C for its
“high artistic values.”
Contributing Buildings:
1. Mason Hall of Chemistry
2. Crookshank Hall of Biology
3. Pearsons Hall
4. Carnegie Building
5. Marston Quadrangle
6. Bridges Auditorium
7. Smiley Hall
8. Rembrandt Art Studios
9. Bridges Hall of Music/Lebus Court
10. Sumner Hall
11. Harwood Court Dormitory
12. Mudd-Blaisdell Dormitory
13. Clark I Dormitory
14. Clark III Dormitory
15. Clark V Dormitory
16. Frary Dining Hall/Bixby Plaza
17. Edmonds Union Ballroom
18. College Ave. Gates

Non-Contributing Buildings:
A. Anderson Administration
B. Smith Campus Center (excluding Edmonds Ballroom)
C. Smith Tower
D. Norton Hall
E. Thatcher Hall of Music
F. Montgomery Art Center/Museum
G. Oldenborg Center
H. Wig Hall
I. Lyon Hall
J. Gibson Dining Hall
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Mason Hall of Chemistry

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

550 North Harvard Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 433919
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773383

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located at 550 N. Harvard Avenue, Mason Hall of Chemistry comprises the west border of the former science quadrangle (now known as Stanley
Academic Quad). The building is setback from W. 6th Avenue to the north, Harrison Avenue to the south and N. Harvard Avenue to the west; each
setback maintains lawn, trees and other forms of vegetation. Constructed in 1923 in the Mediterranean Revival style, the building was designed by St.
Louis-based architecture firm Jamieson and Spearl. The three-story (first story partially sunken) building features a rectangular-shaped plan. The
building is constructed of reinforced concrete, clad with textured stucco and capped by a side gable roof flanked by two hipped roofs. The roof
maintains gable dormers and clay tile roofing. An imposing, Spanish Baroque tower, complete with finials, arches and pilasters, sits at the center of
the roof. Each of the facades is symmetrical in composition and the stories are demarcated by beltcourses. The main façade is at the west and faces N.
Harvard Avenue. The main entrance is slightly projecting and retains a front-facing gable roof with eave returns. At the center of the main entrance is
a pair of multi-light wood windows with arched headers. Below the windows is a pair of wood paneled doors and a multi-light transom. The doors
maintain a broken arch header and are framed by pilasters. Two-story pilasters line the perimeter of the main entrance. On either side of the main
entrance on the second story is a multi-light wood window with an arched header. The main entrance leads to the second floor. Rows of multi-light
wood windows line the first, second and third stories of the west façade. The north and south ends of the west façade project outward and retain
grouped, multi-light wood windows on the first, second and third stories. The windows on the third story of the projecting north and south ends of the
west façade are flanked by simple pilasters. The east façade of the building is similarly arranged as the west façade. The entryway is located at the
center of the east façade and is capped with a front-facing gable roof. A multi-light wood window with a fanlight sits above the recessed entrance
doors. A cast stone rectangular surround with an entablature frames the doors. The north and south ends of the east façade project outward slightly
and each of the stories features a group of multi-light wood windows. Both feature Mission style parapets at the center of the roofline and single,
multi-light wood windows. Although the interior of the building was renovated in 2003, the exterior of Mason Hall is largely intact.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Mason Hall, view
date, accession #)

facing northwest. Photo dated Nov. 6,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1923 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Crookshank Hall

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

140 West Sixth Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 433975
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773419

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Crookshank Hall comprises the north side of the college’s former science quadrangle (now known as Stanley Academic Quad). The building is set
back from W. 6th Street and College Avenue; lawn, hedges, and mature trees front both sides. The building was constructed in 1922 in the
Mediterranean Revival style by Los Angeles-based architect Robert Orr and the St. Louis-based architecture firm Jamieson and Spearl. The threestory (the first story is partially sunken on the north and south elevations) building features a rectangular-shaped plan. The building is constructed of
reinforced concrete, and clad with textured stucco and cast stone details. Beltcourses delineate the first, second, and third stories on each façade, and
the facades are symmetrically composed. The building is capped by a gabled roof with clay tile cladding. Hipped dormers are located on the south
side of the roof, and a cornice lines the roof perimeter on all sides. The building’s primary façade is at the north and faces W. 6th Street. At the center
of the north façade is a slightly projecting tower featuring a frieze, a tripartite window with a bell curve header, and a shallow balcony flanked by
square pilasters. Below the window is a cast stone arched entry that retains a pair of recessed, multi-light wood doors and a fanlight. Two engaged
Corinthian columns are located on either side of the arched entryway. The main entrance leads to the second floor. The first, second and third stories
of the north façade maintain paired, multi-light, single-hung wood windows that are slightly recessed. The windows on the second floor feature cast
stone headers with brackets. The south façade of Crookshank Hall is comparable to the north façade in its composition and its stylistic elements. The
central, slightly projecting tower is simpler than the north façade tower; a pair of windows with a segmental arch header sits at the center of the
tower. Below the windows is an arched entryway with a pair of recessed, multi-light wood doors and a fanlight. Paired, multi-light, single-hung wood
windows are spaced evenly on the first, second, and third stories of the south façade. Both the east and west facades retain projecting center niches.
At the center of each niche is a single, multi-light wood door with sidelights. At the third story of each niche is a Palladian, multi-light wood window.
Paired, multi-light, single-hung wood windows comprise the rest of the fenestration on the east and west façades. Although extensive interior
remodels occurred at Crookshank Hall in 1977 and 2003, only minor alterations have been made to the exterior of the building.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure
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Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Crookshank Hall,
date, accession #)

view facing southeast. Photo dated
Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1922 (M.L. Harth, Pomona College:
Reflections on a Campus, 2007).
*P7. Owner and Address:
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333 N. College Way
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*P8. Recorded by: Name,
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Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
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Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
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Pearsons Hall of Science

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

551 North College Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 433975
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773382

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Pearsons Hall of Science is located at 551 N. College Avenue and borders the east edge of the former science quadrangle (now the landscaped area is
known as Stanley Academic Quad), at the northwest corner of the Pomona College campus. Crookshank (1922) and Mason (1923) Halls border the
north and west sides of the quadrangle, respectively. The building is setback from W. 6th Street to the north and N. College Avenue to the east; both
setbacks are landscaped with lawn and mature trees. Pearsons Hall was constructed in 1898, and designed by C.H. Brown in the Italian Renaissance
Revival style with Classical Revival elements. The two-story building maintains a vaguely cross-shaped plan, with narrow, projecting north and
south ends. The building is constructed of pressed brick, clad with stucco and capped by a hipped roof with clay tile roofing. The facades of the
building are symmetrically composed and beltcourses separate the exposed basement, first and second stories on all sides. The main entrance is
located on the east façade and is reached by a series of steps that lead to the first floor. A group of three, single-hung wood windows with arched
headers are located above the main entrance doors. The main entrance doors are wood and retain a single panel of glass and a large fanlight.
Rusticated details flank the main entrance. The windows on the second story of the east façade are single hung and wood with arched headers.
Rectangular, single-hung wood windows line the basement and first story of the east façade, and the first-story windows also maintain multi-light
transoms. A single entrance door is located at the center of the west façade of Pearsons Hall. Paired, single-hung wood windows with arched headers
line the second story and rectangular, single-hung wood windows are located at the basement level and first story of the west façade. The north and
south facades of the building are nearly identical. Rectangular, single-hung wood windows line the basement, first and second stories of the north and
south facades; a recessed entrance is located at the center of the facades. The building underwent major renovations in 1934 (after the Long Beach
earthquake) and mostly recently in 2003; however the exterior appears to be intact and any materials removed were replaced in kind.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure
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Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District
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Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Pearsons Hall of
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Science, view facing northwest.
Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
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Sources:
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1898 (Pomona College)
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333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
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Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
Nov. 15, 2013
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Carnegie Building

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)
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Los Angeles

¼of
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425 North College Avenue
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City Claremont
11
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e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773238

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located at 425 N. College Avenue, the Carnegie Building anchors the west end of the Marston Quadrangle on the Pomona College campus. The
building is surrounded by lawn, mature trees and interconnecting, concrete paths, on the north, south and east sides. Hahn Hall sits directly west of
the building. The Carnegie Building, originally a Carnegie Library for which funds were granted to the college, was designed in 1907-1908 by Los
Angeles-based architect E.P. Burnham in the Neoclassical style. The building is two-stories in height with a t-shaped plan. The building is
constructed of reinforced concrete, finished in stucco, and covered by a hipped roof with clay tile roofing. All of the facades are symmetrical in
design and feature similar windows and classical elements throughout. The walls are accented by Doric pilasters, and a frieze lines the perimeter of
the roof on all the facades. The main entrance is located on the east façade and features a raised, projecting portico composed of a triangular pediment
supported by four, two-story Ionic columns. The main entrance doors maintain wood frames, single panels of glass and a transom. A pediment sits
above the doors. The windows at the basement level and the first and second stories are slightly recessed. Single-light, double-hung wood windows
line the basement level. The first story consists of paired, double-hung, single-light, wood windows, surmounted by a fixed, multi-light sash. Semicircular, multi-light wood windows line the second story. Although renovations to the building occurred several times (1952, 1969, 1997-1998), the
exterior is largely intact with few alterations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District
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Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Carnegie Building,
date, accession #)

view facing northwest. Photo dated
Sept. 23, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1907-08 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Marston Quadrangle

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

¼of

;

c. Address
City Claremont
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone

Los Angeles

;

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

;

B.M.

Zip 91711
mE/
mN
Bounded by Stover Walk, College Avenue,
Fourth Street, and College Way

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Bordered by E. 6th Street to the north, E. 4th Street to the south, College Way to the east, and College Avenue to the west, Marston Quadrangle is at
the heart of the Pomona College campus. The quadrangle is anchored by Bridges Auditorium (1931) to the west and the Carnegie Building (1908) to
the east; the Smith Campus Center (1999) and Alexander Hall (1991) border the north side of the quadrangle; and Thatcher Music Building (1970),
Bridges Hall of Music (1915), and Sumner Hall (1887) border the south side. Architect Myron Hunt designed the general layout of the quadrangle as
the main organizing feature of his 1908 campus plan for the college. Ralph Cornell was the landscape architect of the quadrangle, which was
constructed between 1919 and 1923. The 4.75-acre quadrangle features a large stretch of lawn, dotted with several species of mature trees (including
oaks, sycamores and redwoods), and bordered by a concrete walkway and planters (sycamores dominate the interior of the quadrangle, and oaks and
redwoods underplanted with camellias line the perimeter). Three additional concrete walkways run in the north-south direction across the quadrangle.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP29 (landscape architecture)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Marston
date, accession #)

Quadrangle, view facing west. Photo
dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1919-23 (M. Harth, Pomona College:
Reflections on a Campus, 2007).
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Bridges Auditorium

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
None
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

450 North College Way
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434261
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773217

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Bridges Auditorium, located at the intersection of Fourth Street and College Way, occupies a prominent site at the center of the Pomona College
campus and functions as the eastern anchor of the Marston Quadrangle. Constructed in 1931, the two-story auditorium building is designed in the
Classical Moderne style. The building features a rectangular plan and is constructed of concrete. Capping the building is a flat roof with two levels of
parapet walls: a lower parapet wall spans the perimeter of the roof, and a taller parapet wall is centered on the roof in a rectangular formation. The
building features three prominent elevations that face north, south, and east, each of which is characterized by a sense of symmetry and order. Each
of these three elevations features a recessed entryway located within a colonnade that is supported by Classical columns and sheltered by a vaulted
ceiling. A set of concrete steps leads to each entryway. On the west, entrance to the building is granted by three pairs of large wood-paneled doors,
each of which is set within its own rectangular bay. On the north and south, the building is accessed by two pairs of smaller wood-paneled doors that
also occupy rectangular bays. One utilitarian door and one roll-up metal door are located on the east elevation. Fenestration is minimal and consists
of a fixed and casement windows in steel frames. Geometric, low-relief sculptures and the names of five historical composers are placed in the frieze
above the recessed entry on the west elevation, and a belt course lines the lower perimeter of the parapet wall on all elevations. The building’s west
and south elevations are landscaped with mature trees and shrubs. Although the subject building underwent a substantial renovation in 1975 that
included seismic upgrades, its exterior appears to be intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP12 (civic auditorium), HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Bridges
date, accession #)

Auditorium, view facing northeast.
Photo dated Sept. 23, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1931 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map
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Artifact Record
Photographic Record
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Smiley Hall

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

550 North College Way
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434070
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773361

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Smiley Hall is located at 550 N. College Way, at the northeast corner of Marston Quadrangle, on the Pomona College campus. The building sits
directly east of Rains Athletic Center (1989) and is bordered on all four sides by landscaped lawn, shrubs and various tree species. The dormitory was
constructed in 1908 and designed by architects Myron Hunt and Elmer Grey in the Mediterranean Revival style. The three-story building has a
predominantly rectangular-shaped plan, with slight projections at the north and south ends, along the east and west facades. The dormitory was
constructed of reinforced concrete, clad with stucco and capped by a hipped roof with clay tile roofing and overhanging eaves. The facades are
symmetrically composed and a simple, concrete band separates the second and third stories on all sides. The main (west) façade faces N. College
Way. The main façade features three primary entrances – one at the north end, one at the south end and one at the center. Each of the entrances
retains a single wood door accentuated by a segmental arch pediment and an entablature supported by Doric columns. All the facades feature paired
and single multi-light, double-hung wood windows. Although renovations, including seismic upgrades, occurred in 1968 and 1990, the exterior of
Smiley Hall is largely intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Smiley Hall, view
date, accession #)

facing northeast. Photo dated Nov. 6,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1908 (Pomona College)
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333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Rembrandt Hall

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

135 East Bonita Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434083
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773127

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Rembrandt Hall, which houses studio, classroom and office facilities for the college’s art programs, is sited within a landscaped courtyard south of
the Marston Quadrangle at the center of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1914, the two-story building embodies Mediterranean Revival
architecture with Spanish Baroque decorative features, is roughly rectangular in plan, and is clad with textured stucco and cast stone details. Capping
the building is a side gabled roof clad with red clay tile. A cornice spans the perimeter of the roof. A shed roof, which is also clad with red clay tile,
projects from the primary (north-facing) façade and caps an arcade that is supported by rectangular pillars ornamented with simple pilasters and
brackets. Entrance to the building is provided by means of the arcade. Four sets of entrance doors are located on the north façade: two single doors
with divided lights and a single sidelight, flanked by a pair of divided light doors. Fenestration is located primarily on the second story and includes a
combination of fixed and casement windows in steel frames. Projecting from the upper story of the primary façade is a series of fixed steel windows
that are positioned at an angle and function as skylights. Applied decoration is minimal. The building’s north elevation is landscaped with mature
trees and shrubs of various species. Its south elevation is adjoined to an addition made to the Montgomery Art Center (now the Pomona College
Museum of Art) in 1968. Over time, a series of alterations has been made to the subject building. Several of these alterations were undertaken in
conjunction with the growth and evolution of the college’s art programs. In 1936, the building was extended slightly westward to accommodate an
exhibition gallery; in 1958, the adjacent Montgomery Art Center was constructed and adjoined the south elevation of the subject building’s ground
story; and in 1968, a second story addition was constructed atop the previous 1958 addition that adjoins the subject building. While the construction
of multiple additions has culminated in changes to the subject building’s rear (south) elevation and its setting, the original building remains largely
intact. One set of entrance doors and one pair of casement windows on the north elevation have been replaced.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Rembrabdt Hall,
date, accession #)

view facing south. Photo dated Nov. 6,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1914 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
*Attachments:
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Mabel Shaw Bridges Hall of Music / Lebus Court

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

150 East Fourth Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434148
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773206

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Mabel Shaw Bridges Hall of Music occupies the southwest edge of Marston Quadrangle on the Pomona College campus. Built in 1915, the two and
three-story concert hall was designed by Myron Hunt in the Mediterranean Revival style with Spanish Baroque elements. The building has an
irregular-shaped plan, with two wings that extend southward and form a U-shaped courtyard (Lebus Court). The courtyard includes a circular
fountain with a bronze statue and is landscaped with lawn and concrete paths. The north half of the building is three stories in height, while the south
half of the building is two stories in height. The building is constructed of reinforced concrete with textured stucco cladding and cast stone details.
Capping the building are gable and hipped roofs with clay tile cladding and a heavy, cast stone cornice. Part of the first story on the east and west
facades projects outward and is covered by a shed roof. The concert hall’s main (north) façade fronts Marston Quadrangle; its recessed entryway is
reached by a series of steps and is accentuated by an arch supported by four Corinthian columns. Behind the arch sits a pair of wood-paneled doors
with a cast stone, rectangular surround. The entrance is framed by two projecting towers that maintain large, decorative volutes and multi-light
circular windows. The east and west facades are similar; each features pairs of rectangular, multi-light, steel casement windows on the first and
second stories. An arched entryway near the center of the east and west facades separates the main half of the building from the wings. The east and
west elevations of the wings facing Lebus Court are also comparable; single, wood-paneled doors line the first story of the facades and pairs of multilight, steel casement windows comprise the elevations of the second story. An Ionic colonnade supporting a shed roof lines most of the first story of
the east and west elevations in the courtyard. The south façade is composed of three parts: the south elevations of the wings as well as the south
elevation of the three-story, north half of the building. The south facades of the wings are identical. The first and second stories are delineated by a
concrete beltcourse; each story retains two pairs of multi-light, steel casement windows. The south façade of the three-story section features single,
multi-light, steel casement windows. The first story of the façade is recessed; a frieze supported by two square cast stone columns sits flush with the
upper stories of the façade. The building underwent substantial interior renovations in 1971 and 2001; however, its exterior is largely intact.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Mabel Shaw
date, accession #)

Bridges Hall of Music, view facing
southeast. Photo dated Sept. 23, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1915 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Sumner Hall / Memorial Court

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

333 North College Way
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434223
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773153

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Mary L. Sumner Hall, originally Hotel Claremont, is located at 333 N. College Way, at the southeast end of Marston Quadrangle on the Pomona
College campus. The building is located west of the Oldenborg Center (1966), and east of Memorial Court (a space landscaped with grass, mature
trees and a wall-mounted fountain). The building was constructed in 1887 and designed by architect John C. Pelton, Jr. in the Queen Anne style. In
1921, Sumner Hall was moved further south and east to make way for Marston Quadrangle. At this time, the building was redesigned by St. Louisbased architecture firm Jamieson and Spearl in the Mediterranean Revival style. The two-story building has an irregular shaped plan with several
projecting elements. The building retains a wood frame that has been enclosed by a stucco shell. It is covered by gable and hipped roofs with clay tile
roofing. A bell tower sits near the center of the roof; double-arched openings are located on the north and south facades of the tower, while Palladianstyle openings with semi-circular balconies are located on the east and west facades. The main façade of the building is at the north and faces
Marston Quadrangle. At the center of the main façade is a projecting niche with a two-story bay. The bay features a segmental arch parapet wall and
six, double-hung, multi-light wood windows (three at the first floor and three at the second). The remaining windows on the north façade are doublehung, multi-light wood windows. The south façade also features a projecting center niche; at the second story of the niche is a centered double-hung,
multi-light wood window with two pilasters on either side. The first story of the niche maintains a pair of double-hung, multi-light wood windows.
The west and east facades both retain single and paired double-hung, multi-light wood windows; some of the windows are surmounted by fanlights.
Near the center of the east and west facades is an arched passageway that cuts through the building and leads to the primary entrance. Sumner Hall’s
relocation and redesign in 1922 completely altered the appearance of the building. However, the building appears to be largely intact from the time of
its reconstruction in 1922.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building), HP29 (landscape architecture)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Sumner Hall, view
date, accession #)

facing south. Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1887 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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Harwood Court

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

170 East Bonita Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434203
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773098

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located at 170 East Bonita Avenue, Harwood Court is one of four dormitory facilities located in the southern section of the Pomona College campus.
The dormitory was constructed between 1919 and 1921 in the Mediterranean Revival style. The two-story building, which features a U-shaped plan,
is capped by a low-pitched hipped roof that is clad with red clay tile and features overhanging eaves. The north, east, and west elevations open into a
landscaped courtyard that is shared by Lyon Court. Exterior surfaces are clad with textured stucco. Overall, the building’s façade is asymmetrical,
although its entrance is characterized by order and symmetry. The primary entrance is located on the north elevation and opens onto a porch that is
partially enclosed by a garden wall. The porch and entrance are accessed by two identical sets of concrete steps and a handicapped-accessible ramp
located slightly to the west of the entrance. Entrance to the building is granted by two identical, partially-glazed doors, each of which is flanked by
multi-paned sidelights and shaded by a concrete canopy supported by decorative brackets. Between the two entrance doors is a pair of partiallyglazed French doors that is located within an ornate surround with Classical style detailing. An additional partially-glazed entrance door is located to
the west of the primary entrance and connects to the handicapped-accessible ramp. Fenestration consists primarily of single and paired double-hung
wood windows. Above the primary entrance is a Palladian window that features divided lights and is bisected by two Doric columns. Decorative iron
grilles adorn some first-story windows, and decorative iron balconettes adorn some second-story windows. Grass and mature trees are planted along
the building’s north, west, and east elevations. Aside from the construction of an entrance ramp and the addition of an entrance door on the primary
(north) façade for handicapped accessibility, the subject building appears to be largely intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Harwood Court,
date, accession #)

view facing south. Photo dated Nov. 6,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1919-21 (M. Harth, Pomona College:
Reflections on a Campus, 2007).
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Mudd-Blaisdell Hall

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

230 East Bonita Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434284
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773097

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located near the southern terminus of College Way at Bonita Avenue, Mudd-Blaisdell Hall is one of four dormitory facilities located in the southern
section of the Pomona College campus. The building is designed in the Mediterranean Revival style, although the centrally-positioned entranceway
on its north (primary) elevation features elements of Regency architecture. The building was constructed in two phases: the eastern section (Blaisdell
Hall) was constructed in 1936, and the western section (Mudd Hall) and entrance wing were constructed in 1947. Two stories in height, the building
is comprised of two U-shaped sections that mirror one another and are linked by a single-story entranceway. The rear (south) elevation of each wing
connects to Gibson Dining Hall, which forms a landscaped interior courtyard. Its façade is largely symmetrical. The building is capped by a lowpitched hipped roof that is clad with red clay tile and features overhanging eaves. Exterior surfaces are clad with stucco. The primary entrance, which
is located on the north elevation, is comprised of a single, partially-glazed door that is slightly recessed and features a transom and sidelights. The
entrance door is located within an ornate surround that is characterized by an arched pediment and features Neoclassical detailing. To the west and
east of the primary entrance are additional entrance doors which are also partially-glazed, feature transoms and sidelights, and are sited within
decorative surrounds. Alongside each of these secondary entrances is a patio that is partially enclosed by a brick retaining wall. Fenestration consists
primarily of paired steel-framed casement windows with divided lights. Near the primary entrance on the north elevation are several arched windows
with surrounds that are inset with keystones. Lawns, mature trees, and shrubs are planted along the building’s north, west, and east elevations, as well
as a portion of its south elevation. Interior renovations were carried out between 2000 and 2001, but the building otherwise appears to be intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Mudd-Blaisdell
date, accession #)

Hall, view facing southwest. Photo
dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1936, 1947 (M. Harth, Pomona College:
Reflections on a Campus, 2007).
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date

Page 1 of 1
Eli P. Clark Dormitory I

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

328 East 8th Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434435
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773649

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Eli P. Clark Dormitory I (referred to as Clark I) is located at 328 E. 8th Street, at the northeast end of the Pomona College campus. The building
is bordered by landscaped areas, Walker Beach to the west and Athearn Field to the east; it is connected to Frary Dining Hall (1929-1930) at the
south end. The dormitory, part of a complex including Clark III dormitory, Clark V dormitory and Frary Dining Hall, was designed in 1929-1930 by
Los Angeles-based architect Sumner Spalding (of Webber and Spalding) in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. While the building is generally two
stories in height, there are a few three-story portions. The building has an irregular-shaped plan; two longer axes run parallel to each other in the
north-south direction, and four shorter axes run perpendicular to and connect the longer, north-south axes. Together, these north-south and east-west
running axes enclose three courtyards that are domestic in scale. Each of the courtyards maintains various types of tree and shrub plantings, and the
larger, middle courtyard has lawn. The dormitory is composed of poured concrete; it is capped by gable and hipped roofs with clay tile roofing and
overhanging eaves. The facades of the building are largely unornamented aside from vertical striations in the concrete finish. The primary entrances
to the dormitory are located on the elevations inside the north, middle and south courtyards. The primary window type is paired, multi-light steel
casements, often with a transom; some of the windows on the west façade have been replaced with vinyl. With the exception of a small addition to
the east rear of the building, Clark I is largely intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Eli P. Clark
date, accession #)

Dormitory I, view facing southeast.
Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1929-30 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan --

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date

Page 1 of 1
Eli P. Clark Dormitory III

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

345 E. 6th Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434597
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773433

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Eli P. Clark Dormitory III (referred to as Clark III) is located near the northeast end of the Pomona College campus. The dormitory is connected to
Frary Dining Hall (1929-1930) at the north end and to Norton Hall (1956) at the south end. The dormitory is set back from E. 6th Street and is fronted
by a brick walkway, mature trees and other forms of vegetation. The dormitory borders Bixby Plaza to the north and Lawry Court to the east. The
building, part of a complex including Clark I dormitory, Clark V dormitory and Frary Dining Hall, was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival
style with more prominent, Italian Renaissance Revival elements than Clark I or Clark V. The dormitory was designed by Los Angeles-based
architect Sumner Spaulding (of Webber and Spaulding) in 1929-1930. The building has an irregular-shaped plan, with its long axis running east-west
and two, shorter axes running parallel in the north-south direction. The axes running north-south connect to the south façade of Frary Dining Hall,
forming a square-shaped courtyard that features various types of plantings. The west portion of the building is three stories in height, while the east
portion of the building is two stories in height. The building is constructed of poured, painted concrete; it is covered by a gable roof and maintains
clay tile roofing and overhanging eaves. The facades of the building are largely unornamented aside from vertical striations in the concrete finish. A
rusticated arched entryway with paired, wood-paneled doors surmounted by a cast stone cartouche, is located on the south elevation of the west
portion of the east-west running axis and leads to Bixby Plaza. The north and west facades that face Bixby Plaza feature recessed arched colonnades
with Composite capitals. Entrances to the dormitory are through the courtyards. The primary window type is paired, multi-light, steel casements that
are spaced evenly throughout the building. With the exception of alterations made to connect the building to Norton Hall at the south end, the exterior
of Clark III is largely intact.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Eli P. Clark
date, accession #)

Dormitory III, view facing north.
Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1929-30 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan --

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date
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Eli P. Clark Dormitory V

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

225 E. 6th Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434359
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773452

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Eli P. Clark Dormitory V (referred to as Clark V) is located at 225 E. 6th Street, near the northeast end of the Pomona College campus. The building
is slightly set back from E. 6th Street and College Way, providing space for trees and other types of vegetation. North of Clark V is Walker Hall
(1954); the two buildings are separated by a landscaped area. The dormitory, constructed 1929-1930, was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival
style by Los Angeles-based architect Sumner Spaulding (of Webber and Spaulding). It is part of a complex including Clark I dormitory, Clark III
dormitory and Frary Dining Hall. The building has an irregular-shaped plan, with two longer axes running east-west and four smaller axes running in
between and perpendicular to the longer axes. The north-south axes are connected to the east-west axes by open archways and create three, domesticscaled courtyards. The east-west running axis located further south is one story in height, while the rest of the building is two stories in height. The
dormitory is constructed of poured, painted concrete; it is capped by gable and shed roofs with clay tile roofing and overhanging eaves. The facades
of the building are largely unornamented aside from vertical striations in the concrete finish. Primary entrances are located in the courtyards of the
building. The primary window type is paired, multi-light, steel casements, spaced evenly on the facades of the dormitory. The exterior of Clark V is
largely intact, with few alterations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Eli P. Clark
date, accession #)

Dormitory V, view facing southeast.
Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1929-30 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan --

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date
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Frary Dining Hall / Bixby Plaza

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

347 East Sixth Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434598
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773433

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located at 347 E. 6th Street at the northeast end of the Pomona College campus, Frary Dining Hall is connected to Clark I (1929-1930) at the north
and Clark III (1929-1930) at the south. Directly west of the dining hall is Bixby Plaza, a large paved plaza with a circular fountain, mature trees, and
Smith Tower. Frary Dining Hall was constructed in 1929-1930 by Los Angeles-based architect Sumner Spaulding in the Italian Renaissance Revival
style. The dining hall is part of a grouping including Clark I, Clark III, and Clark V dormitories. The one-story building maintains a predominantly
square-shaped plan. It is constructed of reinforced, painted concrete. The facades of the building are largely unadorned (the exception being a mural
by Rico Lebrun on the interior of the main arched entryway). A cross gable roof with clay tile roofing covers the west half of the building. Smaller
gabled roofs with clay tile cladding run perpendicular to the cross gabled roof and flank a flat roof on the east half of the building. The flat roof sits
lower than the gable roofs that surround it on the north, south, and west sides. The main façade of the building is at the west and faces Bixby Plaza.
The main entrance to the dining hall projects slightly outward and is located at the south end of the west façade. The entrance is capped by a frontfacing gabled roof and features a pediment, entablature, and pilasters. An open arch sits at the bottom of the main entrance. Four paired, fixed leadedglass windows line the west façade, and pilasters are located on either side of each pair of windows. Identical paired, leaded-glass windows are
located on the east façade, above the lower flat roof section of the building. A utilitarian entrance is located on the east façade of the building (on the
section with the flat roof). Secondary arched entryways are located on the north and south facades of the west half of the building, located in the
courtyards shared by Clark I to the north and Clark III to the south.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building), HP29 (landscape architecture)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Frary Dining Hall
date, accession #)

and Bixby Plaza, view facing
southeast. Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1929-30 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November, 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan --

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date
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Edmunds Union Ballroom

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

170 East Sixth Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434164
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773397

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Edmunds Union Ballroom is located at the southwest corner of 6th Street and College Way, near the center of the Pomona College campus. The
subject building is sited alongside several administrative buildings that overlook the northern edge of the Marston Quadrangle; its south and west
elevations are adjoined to the Smith Campus Center (constructed 1999). Constructed in 1937, the building is the only extant portion of a larger
student union complex (Edmunds Union) that was demolished and subsequently replaced by the Smith Campus Center. The single-story subject
building is rectangular in plan and is capped by a flat roof and parapet wall. A second story section is limited to the center of the building and is
capped by a gabled roof clad with red clay tile, which is flanked on either side by a gabled parapet wall that mimics the form of the roofline. The
building features a symmetrically-composed façade and is clad with stucco. Along the north and east elevations are several pairs of slightly-recessed,
partially-glazed French doors with divided light transoms. Several of the building’s original, recessed doors on the south and east elevations have
been removed and subsequently replaced with vents. The primary entrance to the subject building, which is located on its south elevation, has been
incorporated into the adjacent Smith Campus Center. A string course spans the perimeter of the building. The building’s north and east elevations are
flanked by lawns and mature trees. Alterations to the subject building include the demolition of most of the original Edmunds Student Union in the
1990s; the construction of the Smith Campus Center along the south and west elevations of the subject building in 1999; the replacement of original
divided light windows with pairs of French doors; and the removal of several entrance doors on the north and east elevations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Edmunds Union
date, accession #)

Ballroom, view facing west.
Photo dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1937 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan –

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

3D

Reviewer

Date
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College Avenue Gates

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

College Avenue and Sixth Street
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434054
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773436

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Located on College Avenue, directly south of 6th Street, the College Avenue Gates originally served as the northern boundary of the campus. The
gates sit among mature trees and lawn north of Alexander Hall (1991) and Pearsons Hall (1898). The gates were designed by architect Myron Hunt in
1914, and were meant to evoke traditional entryways to Roman and Greek cities. The gates are constructed of concrete block and iron grille work;
they feature square pillars and acorn pinnacles. Engraved in Roman script into the concrete are the words “POMONA COLLEGE” and two quotes by
then Pomona College President James Blaisdell. The quotes read “LET ONLY THE EAGER, THOUGHTFUL AND REVERENT ENTER HERE,”
and “THEY ONLY ARE LOYAL TO THIS COLLEGE WHO DEPARTING BEAR THEIR ADDED RICHES IN TRUST FOR MANKIND.” The
gates appear to be completely intact, with no alterations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP46 (walls/gates/fences)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
College Avenue
date, accession #)

Gates, view facing southeast. Photo
dated Nov. 6, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1914 (Pomona College)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523L (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan --

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

Primary #
HRI

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code

6Z

Reviewer

Date
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Pomona College Cottages

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

*a. County
;
R

T

Los Angeles

¼of

;

239-245 N. College Ave.; 120 W. Bonita Ave.
c. Address
City Claremont
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
;
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

B.M.

;

Zip
mE/
mN
Lots 16, 17 and 18; Block 38

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Pomona College Cottages comprise four cottages situated on three lots at the southwest corner of North College Avenue and West Bonita
Avenue. All of the buildings are one story in height and are constructed in the Minimal Traditional style with Colonial Revival influences. Each of
the cottages has multiple gable roofs with eave returns and asphalt shingle roofing. Façade materials consist of brick that has been painted white. The
prominent window type is a steel, multi-light, casement window, either single or paired. The cottages facing N. College Avenue (at 241 and 245
North College Avenue) maintain three-sided bays with multi-light, steel, casement and fixed windows. All of the doors are wood; some have glazing
and wood panels, and one cottage maintains a pair of multi-light doors with sidelights. All of the cottages but one has an exterior brick chimney, and
each maintains a porch or stoop with concrete or brick steps. The buildings are connected by concrete paths surrounded by lawn, and a brick wall and
hedges line the perimeter of the lots. Alterations to the cottages include the replacement of a few windows and doors, the addition of exterior air
conditioning units and the alteration/addition of entryways.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP02 (single family property), HP03 (multiple family property)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Aerial image of the
date, accession #)

Pomona College Cottages, 2013. Image
courtesy of Google Earth.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1938-1947 (building permits)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux

Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record

DPR 523A (1/95)

Sketch Map

Architectural Resources Group. “Pomona College Master Plan –

Continuation Sheet

Linear Feature Record
Other (List)

Building, Structure & Object Record

Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record

*Required Information

State of California--- The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

DISTRICT RECORD

Primary #
HRI
Trinomial #
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code

6Z

Reviewer

Date

Page 2 of 5
D1.
*D3.

Pomona College Cottages
Historic Name: None
D2. Common Name:
Detailed Description (Discuss overall coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List all
elements of the district.):

The Pomona College Cottages are a group of cottages that serve as residences for Pomona College. The group comprises four,
freestanding, one-story buildings, connected by concrete paths and surrounded by a brick wall and hedges. Landscaping features include
lawn surrounding the buildings as well as large trees. Three of the buildings were owned by the Claremont Inn (demolished in 1968) and
one was a private residence. The cottages were acquired by Pomona College in the 1960s and 1970s, and currently serve as residences for
the college.
*D4.

Boundary Description (Describe limits of district and attach map showing boundary and district elements.):

The boundary for the cottages is rectangular and follows the perimeter of the three lots the four buildings share. It is bounded by Bonita
Avenue to the north, Second Street Street to the south, College Avenue to the east, and a surface parking lot to the west.
*D5.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary line follows the perimeter of the three lots (Lots 16, 17 and 18) on which the four buildings are located.
*D6. Significance:
Theme
N/A
Period of Significance:

N/A

N/A
Area
Applicable Criteria:

N/A

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The Pomona College Cottages do not appear eligible for the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical
Resources. Following is a discussion describing how this determination was made.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s.1
Initially housed in a small cottage in the neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the
twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts
institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college administrators
hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent
east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted in the construction of several
new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a cohesive
architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
(continued on Page 3)
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*D6. Significance (continued from page 2):

tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Pomona College Cottages
The Pomona College Cottages were constructed over ten years, between 1938 and 1947. Three of the four cottages (239 N. College Ave.,
245 N. College Ave. and 120 W. Bonita Ave. [originally W. 3rd St.]) were constructed to serve as additional lodging for the Claremont
Inn, which was located across the street, on the northwest corner of N. College Avenue and W. Bonita Avenue. The other cottage (241 N.
College Ave.) was built as a private residence.3 The Claremont Inn, built in 1905, was constructed as a joint venture between the City and
the College to provide dining and guest facilities for the college and the local community. The building was designed by the well-known
architect Arthur Benton and constructed in the popular Craftsman style. In 1907, Pomona took full ownership of the inn. The inn became
a social hub for the Claremont community and strengthened the college’s connection with its local residents. In 1912, a guest wing was
added to accommodate more visitors of the college and the city.4 The cottages were constructed during and directly after World War II,
presumably to accommodate the enrollment boom the college experienced during this time.
The Claremont Inn’s prominence as a social center for the community began to decline in the 1960s. In 1968, after conducting a
feasibility study that indicated a renovation would be impractical, the inn was demolished.5 Between 1965 and 1974, all four of the
cottages were bought by the College, and currently serve as campus residences (three of them are listed as student housing).6
Architecture
The architecture of the Pomona College Cottages is typical for residences built during and after World War II; the architect for the
cottages is unknown. The buildings were designed in the Minimal Traditional style with modest, Colonial Revival influences, including
painted brick exteriors, hipped and gabled roofs with low pitch, eave returns, gable-end vents, projecting bays, and multi-light windows.
They are one story in height, with unornamented facades and simple entryways, characteristic of the Minimal Traditional style.

Eligibility Evaluation
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
Three of the Pomona College Cottages were built to provide extra lodging for the Claremont Inn, while one was built as a private
residence. The cottages served their original purposes until the 1960s, when they were acquired by Pomona College to provide additional
campus housing. Research does not suggest that the cottages stand out for their historical association with Pomona College. Furthermore,
their historical association with the Claremont Inn was lost with the demolition of the inn, in 1964. Therefore, the cottages do not appear
significant as a historic district under NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person
Research did not indicate that the Pomona College Cottages are associated with significant individuals. Therefore, the four buildings are
not significant as a historic district under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRCR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values
The Pomona College Cottages were constructed in the Minimal Traditional style with modest, Colonial Revival influences, by an
unknown architect(s). This style was typical of the time period in which the cottages were built, and the cottages are not an exceptional
2

Harth, 113.
Building Permit, 245 N. College Ave., 7 June 1938.; Building Permit, 120 W. 3rd St., 6 June 1941.; Building Permit, 241 N. College Ave., 16 October
1945.; Building Permit, 239 N. College Ave., 25 August 1947.
4
Harth, 41.
5
Harth, 41.
6
Building Permit, 245 N. College Ave., 21 July 1966.; Building Permit, 120 W. 3rd St., 11 October 1974.; Building Permit, 241 N. College Ave., 23 July
1965.; Building Permit, 239 N. College Ave., 16 November 1966.
3
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example. The cottages do not achieve a high level of architectural distinction and therefore do not appear to be eligible as a historic
district under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 – Potential to yield information
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 is generally applied to archeological resources and evaluation of the Pomona College Cottages for eligibility
under this criterion was beyond the scope of this evaluation.
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Harth, Marjorie L. Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus. Claremont: Pomona College, 2007.
Building Permit. 120 W. 3rd Street. 6 June 1941.
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Building Permit. 241 N. College Avenue. 23 July 1965.
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Building Permit. 245 N. College Avenue. 21 July 1966.
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Pomona College Cottage (120 W. Bonita Ave.)

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Cottage
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

¼ of Sec

B.M.

;

120 W. Bonita Ave.
c. Address
City Claremont
11
3773087
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434004
mE/
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Lot 18, Block 38

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The building is located at 120 W. Bonita Avenue (originally 120 W. 3rd St.), on the Pomona College campus. The cottage is one of four that share
three lots located at the southwest corner of N. College Avenue and W. Bonita Avenue. The building is on the northwest corner of the site, and the
lots are surrounded by a low, brick wall and hedges. It is connected to three other cottages by concrete walkways surrounded by lawn. The building
was constructed in 1941 in the Minimal Traditional style with Colonial Revival influences. The building has an L-shaped plan with a wing that
extends southward. The façade material is brick that is painted white. The building maintains a multiple gable roof with eave returns and asphalt
shingle roofing. A shed roof with wood supports covers a partial-width, partially-recessed, raised porch on the south side. The main window type is
paired, steel, multi-light, casement windows. There is a small, polygonal, multi-light window on the north elevation as well. There are four entrances
to the building – the main entrance is a wood-paneled door on the north façade that is approached via two brick steps; there is a wood door on the
west elevation with multi-light glazing and wood panels; and there are two wood doors under the porch on the south side. Additionally, there are two
wood garage doors on the north elevation. Alterations to the building include the replacement/addition of doors, the addition of two air conditioning
units in windows on the south side and a porch roof addition on the south side.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP02 (single family residential), HP03 (multiple family residential)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Cottage, view
date, accession #)

facing southwest. Photo dated Sept. 23,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1941 (original building permit)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record
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Pomona College Cottage (239 N. College Ave.)

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Cottage 239
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

¼ of Sec

B.M.

;

239 N. College Ave.
c. Address
City Claremont
11
3773069
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434013
mE/
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Lot 16, Block 38

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Cottage 239 is located at 239 N. College Avenue, on the Pomona College campus. Cottage 239 is one of four cottages that share three lots located at
the southwest corner of N. College Avenue and W. Bonita Avenue. The cottage is on the southwest corner of the site, and the lots are surrounded by
a brick wall and hedges. Cottage 239 is connected to the other three cottages by concrete walkways surrounded by lawn. The building was
constructed in 1947 in the Minimal Traditional style with Colonial Revival style influences. The cottage has an L-shaped plan, with wings extending
south and west. The façade consists of brick that is painted white, and there is an exterior brick chimney on the east façade. The building maintains a
multiple gable roof with eave returns and asphalt shingle roofing. The predominant window type is paired, steel, multi-light, casement windows. The
paired casement windows on the north elevation maintain multi-light transoms. There is a single, multi-light, casement window on the south façade,
and there is a large, multi-light, fixed window on the west façade. There are three entryways to the building, and there does not appear to be a main
entrance. On the north elevation, there is a small porch with brick steps and a gable roof, below which sits a single wood door enclosed by a metal
screen door. On the east elevation, there is a small stoop with brick steps, metal railing and a shed roof, below which sits a single wood door enclosed
by a metal screen door. A porch with brick steps and metal railing leading to a single door comprises the west entrance. The only changes to Cottage
239 appear to be porch/entryway alterations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP02 (single family property), HP03 (multiple family property)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Cottage 239, view
date, accession #)

Cottage 239, north and east elevations,
9/23/13
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1947 (original building permit)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record
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Pomona College Cottage (241 N. College Ave.)

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Cottage 241
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

¼ of Sec

B.M.

;

241 N. College Ave.
c. Address
City Claremont
11
3773061
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434052
mE/
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Lot 16, Block 38

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Cottage 241 is located at 241 N. College Avenue, on the Pomona College campus. Cottage 241 is one of four cottages that share three lots located at
the southwest corner of N. College Avenue and W. Bonita Avenue. Cottage 241 is on the southeast corner of the site, and the lots are surrounded by a
low, brick wall and hedges. Cottage 241 is connected to three other cottages by concrete walkways surrounded by lawn. The building was
constructed in 1945 in the Minimal Traditional style with Colonial Revival influences. The cottage has a rectangular plan with a patio enclosed by a
low, brick wall on the west side. The façade consists of brick that is painted white, and there is an exterior brick chimney on the north elevation. The
building has a multiple gable roof with eave returns and asphalt shingle roofing. The primary window type is paired, steel, multi-light, casement
windows. There is a three-sided bay with a fixed, multi-light center flanked by steel, multi-light casements on the east elevation. The building
maintains three entryways. The north elevation has a stoop with concrete steps, metal railing and a single wood door. The west elevation retains two
entrances – one consists of concrete and brick steps, metal railing and a partially-glazed, wood door; the other is a stoop with a shed roof and a wood
door. Alterations to Cottage 241 include the addition of air conditioning units in windows on the north and south elevations and the
addition/alteration of entryways.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP02 (single family property), HP03 (multiple family property)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Cottage 241, view
date, accession #)

facing southwest. Photo dated Sept. 23,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1945 (original building permit)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record
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Pomona College Cottage (245 N. College Ave.)

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Cottage 245
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

¼ of Sec

B.M.

;

245 N. College Ave.
c. Address
City Claremont
11
3773063
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434052
mE/
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Lot 18, Block 38

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Cottage 245 is located at 245 N. College Avenue, on the Pomona College campus in Claremont, California. Cottage 245 is one of four cottages that
share three lots located at the southwest corner of N. College Avenue and W. Bonita Avenue. The building is on the northeast corner of the site, and
the lots are surrounded by a low, brick wall and hedges. Cottage 245 is connected to the other three cottages by concrete walkways surrounded by
lawn. The building was constructed in 1938 in the Minimal Traditional style with Colonial Revival influences. It has a U-shaped plan, with wings
that extend southward and surround a patio enclosed by a low, brick wall and gate. The cottage maintains a multiple gable roof with eave returns and
asphalt shingle roofing. The façade material consists of brick that has been painted white, and there is an exterior brick chimney on the north
elevation. The primary window type is a steel, multi-light, casement window, either single or paired. The south and east facades have three-sided
bays with multi-light, fixed and casement windows. The cottage has several entryways, and there does not appear to be a main entrance. There is an
entrance on the north elevation that consists of a stoop enclosed on two sides by lattice work, and concrete steps that lead up to a wood door with
multi-light glazing. A patio area features a stoop with a roof that extends from the main roof and shelters a partially-glazed, wood door on the south
façade of the patio; and a pair of multi-light, wood doors below a small canopy on the east façade of the patio. Alterations include the addition of
three air conditioning units in windows on the north, east and west facades, and the addition/alteration of entryways.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP02 (single family property), HP03 (multiple family property)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Cottage 245, view
date, accession #)

facing southwest. Photo dated Sept. 23,
2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1938 (original building permit)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historic Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
Photographic Record
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Sketch Map
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Continuation Sheet
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Other (List)
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Thatcher Hall of Music

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

*a. County

;R

Los Angeles

¼of

;

340 North College Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
11
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
; 434057
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

¼ of Sec

mE/

B.M.

;

3773145

Zip
mN

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Thatcher Hall of Music is located at the southeast corner of Fourth Street and College Avenue on a prominent site that occupies a prominent site
on the south side of the Marston Quadrangle. Constructed in 1970, the two-story subject building is designed in the Brutalist style and houses
classroom, office, studio, and performance space for the college’s music program. The building is constructed of concrete and is capped by a flat
roof. Its massing consists of several geometric volumes that coalesce to form an irregular plan. Cantilevered concrete bays are located on the north
and west elevations to mark the entrances. The primary entrance, located on the east elevation, is recessed and consists of one pair of fully-glazed
metal doors with sidelights and a transom. Additional entrances, which are located on the north and east elevations, each consist of one pair of fullyglazed metal doors with a transom and sidelights. The east entrance is accessed by a set of concrete steps. Fenestration is limited and consists
primarily of single fixed steel-frame windows with vertical orientation. The southern volume of the building (containing Lyman Music Hall) features
folded plate walls that are a reflection of the performance space of the interior. The exterior walls throughout are given texture and rhythm from the
horizontal and vertical striations of the board-formed concrete construction, with a simple geometric pattern also formed in the concrete providing
some articulation of the top of the folded plate walls of the southern volume. The folded plate wall is cantilevered over the foundation on the west
side, where concrete bosses protrude and appear to support the structure above. The expressiveness of structure, materials, and masses are all
characteristic of Brutalist style architecture. The adjoining Carol Bartel Lyon Garden complements the building with grass berms that swell between
the pathways and provide a counterpoint to the hard, textured forms of the building’s exterior. Other built features of the garden, such as concrete
half-walls, the mechanical housing on the east side, the fountain with bronze sculpture and concrete and wood benches were designed for the space in
the same materials as the building. The building and landscape appear to be largely unaltered and possesses historic integrity.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Thatcher Music
date, accession #)

Building, view facing southeast.
Photo dated Sept. 23, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1970, Pomona College
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map

Archaeological Record
District Record
Artifact Record
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*NRHP Status Code

B1. Historic Name: Thatcher Hall of Music / Carolyn Bartel Lyon Garden
Thatcher Hall of Music / Lyon Garden
B2. Common Name:
Educational
B3. Original Use:
B4.
Present Use:
*B5. Architectural Style
Brutalist
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

3CS

Educational

Original construction (1970)
*B7.
*B8.

Moved?

No

Related Features:

Yes

Unknown

Date:

Original Location:

none

B9a. Architect: Allison, Rible, Robinson & Ziegler
*B10. Significance: Theme
Period of Significance:

b. Builder:
Area
Property Type:

Noyes Roach Company
Applicable Criteria:

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Summary Statement of Significance
The Thatcher Hall of Music appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 3: Association with
a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values. The following is a discussion outlining how this
determination was made.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s. 1
Initially housed in a small cottage in the neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the
twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts
institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college administrators
hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent
east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted in the construction of several
new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a cohesive
architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
(continued page 3)
B11.
*B12.

Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
References: (see Page 5)
(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

B13.

Remarks:

*B14.

Evaluator:

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105

*Date of Evaluation:

Nov. 15, 2013

(This space reserved for official comments.)

ARG, November 15, 2013

1

Marjorie Harth, Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus (Claremont: Pomona College, 2007), 24.
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*B10. Significance (continued from page 2)

After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union. 2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Location and Construction
Named for Madge Rice Thatcher and her late husband Harry, prominent citrus ranchers who were long-time benefactors of the college,
the Thatcher Hall of Music is one of three prominent music buildings that are sited on the Marston Quadrangle. 3 Sanborn fire insurance
maps and historic aerial imagery indicate that the Thatcher Hall of Music was constructed on a site along the southern edge of the
quadrangle that had previously served as open space. Site selection appears to have been dictated by proximity to other campus buildings
used for the visual and performing arts.. The subject building also opens into a courtyard that is shared by Rembrandt Hall and the
Montgomery Art Center, which function as the hub of the college’s visual arts programs.
Construction of the Thatcher Hall of Music in 1970 responded to the evolving programmatic needs of Pomona College’s music program
by providing additional classroom, office, studio, and performance space for “the teaching and playing of music.” 4 While music had long
played a central role in the college’s curriculum and student life, only a limited amount of space was available to house the various
operations of the music department; prior to the construction of the subject building, all operations associated with the college’s music
program – including offices, studios, classrooms, practice rooms, and performance space – were concentrated in the Bridges Hall of
Music, which lacked the space needed to accommodate any future growth. In the mid-1960s, college administrators began to plan and
solicit financing for the construction of a new music building; financing was secured through a combination of federal grants and private
contributions, including the sizable donation that was provided by the Thatchers. 5
The Thatcher Hall of Music accommodated the expansion of the music department by providing an additional 35,000 square feet of
office, classroom, and performance space. Offices, studios, practice and listening rooms, and other instructional facilities associated with
the music program were relocated to the subject building; the adjacent Bridges Hall of Music retained its role as a performance venue for
concerts and other musical events. 6 Also housed in the new building were a music library, a 250-seat auditorium (Lyman Hall), and
studio space for the Pomona College radio station. Within Lyman Hall is the Smith Memorial Organ, a large pipe organ that was donated
in 1972 and constructed by renowned German organ builder Rudolf van Beckerath. 7 The subject building was carefully configured in
such a manner that would enhance acoustics and prevent vibration and noise-related issues that were common among music buildings; it
was the architects’ intent to place “maximum stress on functional solutions to problems of music instruction and control of sound.” 8
Construction of the subject building resulted in the formation of a new fine arts quadrangle that was bounded by Thatcher on the north
and west, Bridges Hall of Music on the east, and Rembrandt Hall and the Montgomery Art Center on the south. The new quadrangle was
developed and landscaped with the assistance of the Women’s Campus Club of Pomona College and was named in honor of Carolyn
Bartel Lyon, wife of Pomona College president E. Wilson Lyon. 9 The courtyard was developed with landscaping, a series of curvilinear
pathways, and hardscape features that echoed the architectural motifs evident in the Thatcher Hall of Music; the courtyard was also
accented by the installation of several pieces of sculpture and public art.

2

Harth, 113.
Harth, 132.
4
Harth, 132.
5
E. Wilson Lyon, The History of Pomona College: 1887-1969 (Claremont: Pomona College, 1977), 572.
6
Lyon, 572.
7
Harth 132.
8
“Music Building to be Dedicated,” Los Angeles Times, 5 May 1970.
9
Lyon, 581-583.
3
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Architecture
Allison, Rible, Robinson and Ziegler designed the Thatcher Hall of Music in 1970. Initially, the firm had been comprised of architects
George Allison and Ulysses Floyd Rible and known as Allison and Rible, but was rebranded in 1958 when architects Rodney Robinson
and Raymond Ziegler were brought on as partners. 10 The firm gained notoriety for developing campus master plans for several California
colleges and universities in the postwar era. Notable projects attributed to Allison and Rible include the master plans for Claremont
McKenna College; the University of California, Riverside; and California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo. Several of the
individual buildings proposed in these master plans were designed by the firm as well. In addition to college and university campuses, the
firm designed buildings for other institutional clients including Pacific Telephone and Telegraph and the County of Los Angeles. Noyes
Roach Co. served as general contractor for the subject building.
Thatcher Hall of Music is a very good representation of architectural trends that were developing in the Late Modern period. This
included the so-called Brutalist style, which was used for many college and university campus buildings throughout the U.S. from the
late 1950s through the early 1970s. Architects working in this style turned an otherwise utilitarian material, concrete, into the signature
element of the building, exploiting its textural versatility, neutral color, and plasticity. Board-formed concrete with a vertically striated
texture finishes the exterior of Thatcher Hall. The entrances, rather than being cut into the surface, are located in recessed voids where
the larger masses of the buildings appear to break or come together. The north and south entrances, facing Marston Quad and Lyon
Garden, respectively, are examples, with their expanses of glass.
The Brutalist style was derived from the work of Le Corbusier primarily in France, who pioneered the use of “béton brut,” or raw
concrete, in this manner. These buildings were constructed of concrete with the exterior (and sometimes interior) surfaces left unfinished
so that the structure and the finish material of the building were one and the same. These buildings were mostly large in scale and size
and composed of dynamic forms that emphasized the plasticity and simplicity of concrete as a building material. The style was in large
part a reaction to the anonymity perceived in International Style modernist buildings.
Thatcher Hall also illustrates the dynamic integration of Brutalist buildings and their environment. The adjoining garden, the Carol Bartel
Lyon Garden, was designed to provide an outdoor space that would form a setting to complement the building. The soft forms of grass
berms that are sculpted to swell between the pathways provide a counterpoint to the hard, textured forms of the building’s exterior.
Concrete half-walls guide a dynamic approach to the garden and building, particularly on the west entrance to the garden between
Thatcher Hall and the entrance to the Pomona College Art Museum. Other built features of the garden, such as the fountain and the
concrete and wood benches, are significant elements as well that were designed for the space in the same materials as the building. The
simplicity of the plant palette and the repetition of the same tree species gives the garden the same limited palette of materials that one
sees in the building, with a similar result – greater attention to the textures, shapes, and subtle variations in color that are present.
Evaluation of Significance
Thatcher Hall of Music and Lyon Garden “embod(y) the distinctive characteristics of a type (and) period,” per the language of Criterion
3 of the California Register. Due to their strong representation of a significant architectural style, particularly one that was commonly
used for educational buildings in the period, the building and garden appear eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3.
For purposes of the National Register, a building must be fifty years of age in order to be evaluated for its historical significance.
Exceptions are made for properties that can demonstrate what the National Register terms “exceptional significance.” Lacking this
quality, the complex does not appear to be eligible for the National Register.

10

City of Riverside, Modernism Context Statement, 3 November 2009, 20-21.
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Analysis of Historic Integrity
In order to be eligible for listing on the National or California Registers, a resource must first merit significance under one of the four
eligibility criteria. It must then retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance under the criteria for which it was deemed eligible.
Since Thatcher Hall of Music and Lyon Garden are largely unaltered, they possess historic integrity in all seven aspects laid out by the
National Register: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, historic feeling, and historic association. Thatcher Hall of Music and
Lyon Garden are in their original location. The complex retains integrity of design due to its retention of the original massing, materials,
features, landscape design, and other qualities that identify it with the Brutalist style. Its setting is also intact. As the most recent building
to be constructed on the south side of the Marston Quadrangle, no substantive changes have been made to its environs. The only
substantial change in materials appears to be the replacement floor tiles of the interior lobby. The major trees and the plant material in
general of the garden, as well as its benches, fountain, and sculptures, are intact as well. The building also retains integrity of
workmanship, particularly with regard to the concrete that is such an important feature of the exterior of the building.
Since the building and garden have remained substantially unchanged since their construction in 1970, they retain essential physical
characteristics associated with their past and communicate the intent of their designers. For these reasons, they also retain integrity of
feeling and association and effectively communicate their significance within the context of Brutalist architecture and the architectural
trends of the Late Modern period.
*B12. References (continued from Page 2)
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North elevation, view facing southeast.

South elevation and Lyon Courtyard, view facing northwest.

South elevation and Lyon Courtyard, view facing northwest.
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Seaver Science Center

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location:
Not for Publication
Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad

Ontario

Date

T

Los Angeles

*a. County
;

;R

¼of

;

¼ of Sec

609, 610, 645 N. College Avenue
c. Address
City Claremont
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone
;
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

Zip
mN

mE/

B.M.

91711

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Seaver Science Center comprises three buildings that are clustered near the northwest corner of the Pomona College campus. The buildings face
College Avenue and feature some setback from the street. All three of the buildings vary between two and three stories in height and exhibit
characteristics of one or more Period Revival styles. Designed by a single architect, all three buildings are similar in appearance and embody the
forms and finishes common to Modernist buildings. However, each building is capped by a red clay tile roof that echoes the Mediterranean Revival
buildings that comprise much of the Pomona College campus. The facades are composed of concrete that is scored into blocks, which provides the
buildings with a uniform finish. Fenestration varies slightly between each building, but generally consists of steel-framed fixed and hopper windows
that are grouped in horizontal bands. The buildings are surrounded by lawns and mature trees; the Millikan Laboratory and Seaver South are flanked
by entrance courtyards. The district is bisected into western and eastern halves by College Avenue. Some material alterations have been made to the
buildings within the district: the interiors of Seaver North and Seaver South have been renovated and reconfigured, and some of the fenestration on
Seaver South has been altered. Two new science buildings were appended to the Millikan Laboratory’s north and east elevations in 1983 and 2000,
respectively.
Note that shortly following this survey, the demolition of Millikan Laboratory commenced late in 2013.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Aerial view of the
date, accession #)

Seaver Science Center, view looking
north. Image courtesy of Google Maps.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1958-1964 (original building permits)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Jennifer Trotoux

Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE
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*D3.

*NRHP Status Code

6Z

Same
Historic Name: Seaver Science Center
D2. Common Name:
Detailed Description (Discuss overall coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List all
elements of the district.):

The Seaver Science Center comprises three buildings that house the functions of the college’s science departments. The buildings occupy
adjacent blocks across College Avenue and are set back slightly from the public right-of-way. The buildings were constructed between
1958 and 1964 by a single architect, Herbert J. Powell of Smith, Powell and Morgridge, and thus are similar, but not precisely identical,
in design. While all three of the buildings exhibit the forms and finishes common to Modernist buildings of the era, they are not direct
expressions of any particular trend or movement in modern architecture. Each building is capped by a red clay tile roof that echoes the
Mediterranean Revival buildings that comprise much of the Pomona College campus. The buildings are largely surrounded by lawns and
mature trees, although the Millikan Laboratory and Seaver South are both flanked by entrance courtyards. Unlike the Millikan
Laboratory and Seaver South, Seaver North is accessed by its north (secondary) elevation. The course of College Avenue bisects the
district into two halves. Additional buildings have been constructed on adjacent parcels over time: the Seeley G. Mudd Science Library
(1983) and the Andrew Science Building (2000) were constructed to the north and east of the Millikan Laboratory, respectively; and the
Seaver Biology Building (2004) was constructed to the west of Seaver South.
(continued Page 3)
*D4.

Boundary Description (Describe limits of district and attach map showing boundary and district elements.):

The Seaver Science Center is an irregularly-shaped district that is bounded by Seventh Street and the north elevation of the Millikan
Laboratory on the north; Sixth Street on the south; the west elevations of the Seaver North and Seaver South buildings on the west; and
the connection between the Millikan Laboratory and the Andrew Science Center on the east.
*D5.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the Seaver Science Center district correspond to the original configuration of the Seaver Science Center, which was
financed by Pomona College alumnus Frank L. Seaver and constructed between 1958 and 1964.
*D6. Significance:
Theme
N/A
Period of Significance:

N/A

N/A
Area
Applicable Criteria:

N/A

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The Seaver Science Center does not appear eligible for the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical
Resources. Following is a discussion outlining how this determination was made.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s.1
Initially housed in a small cottage in the neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the
twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts
institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college administrators
hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent
east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted in the construction of several
new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a cohesive
architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
(continued Page 3)
(Give full citations including the names and addresses of any informants, where possible.): (see Page 5)
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Marjorie Harth, Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus (Claremont: Pomona College, 2007), 24.
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*D3. Detailed Description (continued from page 2):

Material alterations have been made to each of the buildings within the district. The interior spaces of Seaver North were renovated and
reconfigured between 2000 and 2001 to better suit the curricular needs of the chemistry department. In 2008, similar interior alterations
were carried out at Seaver South; as part of this project, Seaver South’s original windows on the north elevation were replaced, and the
fenestration pattern on its south elevation appears to have been altered. A second-story footbridge was also appended to the west
elevation of Seaver South to provide a direct connection with the adjacent Seaver Biology Building upon its construction in 2004.
Since the Mudd Science Library (1983) and the Andrew Science Building (2000) are appended to the Millikan Laboratory, the north and
east elevations of the Millikan Laboratory were altered to accommodate the construction of these buildings. At the time of the survey,
renovations were being carried out at Millikan Laboratory which included the removal of the building’s original doors and windows.
*D6. Significance (continued from page 2):

After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Location and Construction
Like many institutions of higher learning across the nation, Pomona College embarked upon a campaign to expand and enhance its
science curriculum during the postwar period. Development of a new, state-of-the-art science complex near the northern end of the
campus was made possible by a donation presented by Frank L. Seaver, a prominent industrialist and Pomona College alumnus who was
then serving on the college’s Board of Trustees. Site selection was dictated by proximity to other campus buildings used for the natural
and physical sciences, which at the time concentrated in nearby buildings that comprise the present-day Stanley Academic Quad.
Seaver’s donation financed the construction of two identical buildings that occupied adjacent sites at the intersection of Sixth Street and
College Avenue: the building on the east (Millikan Laboratory) would be dedicated to physics, mathematics, and astronomy, and the
building on the west (Seaver South) would be dedicated to the biological and geological sciences. These new buildings were constructed
in 1958 and were jointly dedicated at a ceremony held that year.
Completion of the Millikan Laboratory facilitated the expansion of the college’s physics, mathematics, and astronomy departments
through the provision of an additional 44,000 square feet of offices, classrooms, and laboratory facilities. Included within the new facility
were a number of state-of-the-art facilities including laboratories for nuclear and atomic/molecular physics; a departmental library; the
college’s first computer laboratory; a planetarium; and a 150-seat auditorium.3 Seaver South was geared toward the college’s programs in
the biological and geological sciences. The building provided an additional 50,000 square feet of offices, classrooms, and laboratory
facilities for the biology and geology departments and, like the Millikan Laboratory, was well-equipped with the latest in technology.
Biology facilities included a radioactive-isotope laboratory modeled after Oak Ridge National Laboratory; experimental aquaria for
marine-life study; a controlled-temperature animal house; and electron, phase and Baker interface microscopes. Geology facilities
included an X-ray spectrograph for the chemical examination of rocks; an ultrasonic separator for deconstructing rock matter; a rockslicing room with diamond saws; an experimental lab where the earth’s crust was simulated; a gravity meter for measuring the earth’s
tides; and a microscope room with Leitz and Zeiss instruments.4 Both geology and biology had their own libraries as well.5

2

Harth, 113.
Harth, 121.
4 Harth, 122.
5 Lyon, 461.
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Shortly after Millikan Laboratory and Seaver South had opened, Seaver presented the college with an additional donation to finance the
construction of a third science building for the chemistry department, on a site immediately north of Seaver South. Ground was broken
for the new building in late 1963; construction took place in 1964. Seaver North was the largest and most complex of the three science
buildings funded by Seaver. Featured within the new building were a fully-stocked chemistry library and an IBM System/360 computer –
one of the first such machines in the nation to be purchased by an institution of higher learning.6 Construction of the three Seaver Science
Center building ultimately helped position Pomona College as a leading institution for undergraduate study in the sciences.
Architecture
All three buildings that comprise the Seaver Science Center were designed architect Herbert J. Powell of the Los Angeles-based firm of
Smith, Powell and Morgridge. A graduate of Harvard University, Powell began his career in New York City where he worked in the
offices of McKim, Mead and White.7 Powell subsequently relocated to Southern California in the 1920s and entered into partnership with
architects Norman Marsh and David Smith. Their firm, known as Marsh, Smith, and Powell, designed a number of public school
campuses across Southern California during the 1930s and 1940s.8 Later, as a partner in the firm Smith, Powell and Morgridge, Powell
designed several educational campuses and institutional buildings throughout Southern California, including several buildings on the
Pomona College campus. In addition to the three Seaver Center buildings, Powell designed the Montgomery Art Center / Pomona
College Museum of Art (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), and Wig Hall (1959).
The three Seaver Center buildings are nearly identical in design. The buildings exhibit elements of Modernist architecture as evidenced
by their emphasis on horizontality, concrete exterior walls, and lack of applied ornament. However, all three buildings are capped by
gabled red clay tile roofs that are intended to integrate the buildings with prevailing Mediterranean Revival style buildings that comprise
the Pomona College campus.
Eligibility Evaluation
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
The Seaver Science Center is significant within the institutional history of Pomona College, as its three constituent buildings were wellequipped for their time and facilitated the expansion of the college’s science programs. Construction of the science complex is reflective
of the college’s desire to expand its science curricula and associated facilities after World War II, when a high value was placed on
scientific innovation. However, by their nature colleges and universities function as agents of innovation and change to keep pace with
advances in society. Thus, the expansion of institutional facilities in conjunction with the evolution of societal values does not reflect an
especially significant trend within an institutional context. Although the three Seaver Science Center buildings were innovative for their
time, research did not indicate that these buildings bear association with a significant event or pattern of events. Therefore, the Seaver
Science Center is not eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a significant person. Frank L.
Seaver played an instrumental in financing the subject building, but his life and work were not directly associated with the subject
buildings in a manner that would merit designation under this criterion. Robert Andrews Millikan was an internationally-renowned
physicist who was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics for his contributions to the field, but Millikan himself had no involvement in the
planning, development, or operation of the Millikan Laboratory which was constructed five years after his death. Additional research did
not indicate that there exists a direct association between the subject building and the productive lives of any significant individuals. In
the absence of said evidence, the Seaver Science Center is not eligible under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or construction, and/or to recognize
properties that represent the work of a master. Due to the aforementioned alterations that have been performed to the three Seaver
Science Center buildings, the district cannot coherently reflect a particular mode or era in a visually identifiable way. The district does

6

Marjorie L. Harth, Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus (Claremont: Pomona College, 2007), 123.
Online Archive of California, “Finding Aid for the Herbert J. Powell Papers, circa 1920 – circa 1960,”
<http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8vx0h34/entire_text/>.
8 Ibid.
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not strongly reflect any particular era or style, nor is it a good example of the work of the architect Herbert J. Powell, who, further,
cannot be established as a “master” architect. For these reasons, the Seaver Science Center is not eligible under Criterion C/3.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 – Potential to yield information
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 is generally applied to archeological resources. Therefore, evaluation of the Seaver Science Center for
eligibility under this criterion falls beyond the scope of this evaluation.
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology (commonly referred to as Seaver South) is located at the northwest corner of College Avenue and
Sixth Street, near the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1958, the multi-story subject building is Modern in style, but
features a front-gabled roof clad with red clay tile that draws upon the Mediterranean Revival influences that are present in many of the older
buildings on the Pomona College campus. Since the subject building is sited on a gradual slope, it varies between two and three stories. The building
features a roughly rectangular plan and is constructed of concrete. Appended to its northeast corner is a single-story projection that also connects to
the adjacent Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry; this projection dates to 1958 and was constructed as part of the subject building. Exterior walls consist
of unpainted, reinforced concrete that is scored into blocks. The primary entrance, located on the east elevation, is slightly recessed and features one
pair of fully-glazed metal doors. Fenestration on the south façade is comprised of fixed and hopper steel-framed windows that are arranged in pairs
and partially shaded by flat concrete awnings; fenestration on the north façade consists of steel-framed windows that are grouped in horizontal bands,
with a fixed window in the middle sash and hopper windows in the upper and lower sashes. Aside from an ornamental metal sculpture on the
building’s east elevation, applied decoration is minimal. The building’s south and east elevations are landscaped with mature trees and shrubs.
Some alterations have been made to the subject building. A second-story footbridge was added to its west elevation to provide pedestrian access
between the subject building and the Richard Seaver Laboratory Building (constructed 2004). In 2008, the building underwent a renovation that
resulted in the reconfiguration of interior spaces. Window openings on the south elevation were altered and enlarged as part of this project.
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry (commonly referred to as Seaver North) is located at the southwest corner of College Avenue and Seventh
Street, near the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1964, the multi-story subject building is Modern in style, but features a
front-gabled roof clad with red clay tile that draws upon the Mediterranean Revival influences that are present in many of the older buildings on the
Pomona College campus. Since the subject building is sited on a gradual slope, it varies between two and three stories. The building features a
roughly rectangular plan and is constructed of concrete. Appended to its southeast corner is a single-story projection that also connects to the adjacent
Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology; this projection dates to 1958. Exterior walls consist of unpainted, reinforced concrete that is scored into
blocks. The primary entrance, located on the north elevation, is slightly recessed and features one pair of fully-glazed metal doors. Fenestration
consists of steel-framed fixed and hopper windows that are grouped in horizontal bands. Aside from an ornamental metal sculpture on the building’s
east elevation, applied decoration is minimal. The building’s north and east elevations are landscaped with mature trees and shrubs.
Although the subject building underwent a comprehensive interior renovation between 2000 and 2001, its exterior appears to be largely unaltered. A
loading dock and single-story projection were added to the rear (south) elevation as part of said remodel. Otherwise, the building appears to be intact.
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Robert A. Millikan Laboratory for Physics, Mathematics, and Astronomy is located at the northeast corner of Sixth Street and College Avenue,
near the northern edge of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1958, the multi-story subject building is Modernist, but features a front-gabled
roof clad with red clay tile that draws upon the Mediterranean Revival influences evident in the campus’s older buildings. Since the subject building
is sited on a gradual slope, it varies between two and three stories in height. The building features an L-shaped plan and is constructed of concrete. At
the northwest corner of the building is a single-story projection that houses an auditorium. Exterior walls consist of unpainted, reinforced concrete
that is scored into blocks. The primary (west-facing) façade is asymmetrical and features a recessed entrance with one pair of fully-glazed metal
doors. A series of concrete steps leads up to the entrance. Fenestration is located on the north and south elevations and consists of steel-framed
windows that are arranged in groups; groupings consist of a fixed window in the middle sash and hopper windows in the upper and lower sashes. The
third story of the south elevation features steel hopper windows that are arranged in horizontal bands. Applied decoration is limited to an ornamental
metal sculpture located above the primary entrance. The building’s west and south elevations are landscaped with mature trees and shrubs.
Some alterations have been made to the subject building in order to accommodate the subsequent construction of adjacent buildings. A single-story
covered pedestrian walkway was added to the north elevation to provide a direct connection between the subject building and the Seeley G. Mudd
Science Library, constructed in 1983. A hyphen was added to the east elevation to provide a direct connection between the subject building and the
Andrew Science Building, constructed in 2000. Millikan Lab was intact when this review was completed, but its full demolition began in late 2013.
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Montgomery Art Center (since renamed the Pomona College Museum of Art), which houses gallery and exhibition space for the college’s arts
programs, is located at the northeast corner of Bonita and College avenues, near the center of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1958 for
use in conjunction with Rembrandt Hall (located to the east), the building embodies what is commonly referred to as Mid-Century Modern
architecture. The building is roughly L-shaped in plan, constructed of concrete, and capped by a flat roof. Aside from the horizontal striations
associated with the building’s concrete construction, exterior surfaces are unadorned. The building can be accessed by multiple entrances: a pair of
doors set within a fully-glazed entrance bay on the north elevation; a covered walkway and entrance on the south elevation; and a single recessed
door beneath a projecting canopy on the west elevation. There is minimal fenestration on the subject building aside from the aforementioned plate
glass windows flanking the north entrance. The building is surrounded by lawns, mature trees, and shrubs.
A series of substantial alterations and additions have been made to the subject building over time to accommodate the evolving programmatic needs
of the college’s art programs. In 1968, a room was added to the north end of the building, and a second story addition was added to the east end of the
building to provide a connection with the second story of Rembrandt Hall. The west entrance to the building was also added as part of the 1968
renovation. The addition, which is constructed of concrete, clad with textured stucco, and capped by a sawtooth roof, doubled the size of the original
art building. In 1977, a larger addition was constructed at the north end to accommodate additional exhibition space. In 2006, the north entrance and
aforementioned fixed plate glass windows were incorporated into the 1977 addition, thus dramatically altering the appearance of the building’s north
elevation.
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Museum of Art, view facing southeast.
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(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Summary Statement of Significance
The Montgomery Art Center / Pomona College Museum of Art does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources or the
National Register of Historic Places. The following is a discussion outlining how this determination was made.

Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an organizational body
comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s.1 Initially housed in a small cottage in the
neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth
and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated
expansion of its academic programs, college administrators hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master
plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted
in the construction of several new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a
cohesive architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
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*B6. Construction History (continued from page 2)

1958
1968
1977
2006

Original construction
Addition to north elevation, second story addition to east elevation
Second addition to north elevation
Renovation and expansion of entrance on north elevation

*B10. Significance (continued from page 2)

After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Location and Construction
The Montgomery Art Center was constructed in 1958, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus development. Named for Gladys
K. Montgomery, a patron of the college’s art program and a member of the Pomona College Board of Trustees, the subject building was
constructed on a site adjacent to two other campus buildings on the Marston Quadrangle dedicated to the visual and performing arts:
Rembrandt Hall (constructed 1914) and the Bridges Hall of Music (constructed 1915). These buildings, in addition to the laterconstructed Thatcher Hall of Music (constructed 1970), coalesce to form a cluster of arts and music-related facilities near the center of
the Pomona College campus. Although the subject building was constructed in the postwar period, its site was dictated by architect
Myron Hunt’s original design concept for Rembrandt Hall in 1914; Hunt’s plans had called for the construction of a museum appended
to the western end of Rembrandt Hall – a plan that went unrealized until the construction of the subject building in 1958.
Prior to the construction of the subject building, all of the functions related to the art department were housed in a single building –
Rembrandt Hall – which lacked the space needed to accommodate the program’s growth and expansion. This lack of space, coupled with
a growing public interest in larger exhibitions, encouraged Victor Montgomery, husband of trustee Gladys Montgomery, to present the
college with the funds needed to construct a new arts building in his late wife’s honor. The subject building contained a lecture room,
galleries, a sculpture room, spaces for permanent collections and exhibitions, and additional rooms for slides and storage.3 Its completion
provided the art department with an additional 8,000 square feet, which nearly doubled the amount of space that was dedicated to the
department and supported its evolving programmatic needs. Construction of the subject building also provided the means to host a larger
number of exhibitions on the Pomona College campus. Relocating exhibition space to the subject building freed space in Rembrandt
Hall, which was subsequently reconfigured to house additional studios and classrooms for the art department.4 In 2001, the subject
building was renamed the Pomona College Museum of Art; it continues to function as gallery space for the college’s art program.
Architecture
The Montgomery Art Center / Pomona College Museum of Art was designed by architect Herbert J. Powell in 1958. A graduate of
Harvard University, Powell began his career in New York City and worked in the offices of McKim, Mead and White.5 Powell relocated
to Southern California in the 1920s and entered into partnership with architects Norman Marsh and David Smith. Their firm, known as
Marsh, Smith, and Powell, designed a number of public school campuses across Southern California during the 1930s and 1940s.6 Later,
as a partner in the firm Smith, Powell and Morgridge, Powell designed several educational campuses and institutional buildings
throughout Southern California, including several buildings on the Pomona College campus. In addition to the subject building, Powell

2

Harth, 113.
E. Wilson Lyon, The History of Pomona College: 1887-1969 (Claremont: Pomona College, 1977), 479.
4
Harth, 124.
5
Online Archive of California, “Finding Aid for the Herbert J. Powell Papers, circa 1920 – circa 1960,”
<http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8vx0h34/entire_text/>.
6
Ibid.
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designed the Millikan Laboratory (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), the Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology (1958),
the Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry, and Wig Hall (1959). J. Putman Henck served as general contractor for the subject building.
The Montgomery Art Center / Pomona College Museum of Art was designed in the style generally known as Mid-Century Modern.
Character-defining features of the style that are evident in the building include its horizontal orientation, flat roof with minimal eave
overhang, concrete exterior finish (in this case, with areas of board-formed concrete within an expressed exterior frame), and largely
unarticulated exterior, with emphasis on solid masses and glazed entrances.

Eligibility Evaluation
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
The building’s size, form, and appearance have changed greatly over time due to numerous additions and alterations that affected the
design, size, massing, and footprint of the building. The later alterations (some of which are as recent as 2006) have not gained
significance over time. Changes to the building negate its ability to convey the values of the College in the 1950s. For these reasons, the
Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College Museum of Art is not eligible under Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a significant person. Although
many artists of considerable note have been associated with Pomona College Art Department as students, professors, and exhibitors, the
building is not strongly associated with any single notable person. The building’s lack of historic integrity would, in any case, make it
difficult to make a connection between such a historical figure and the building in its current, altered state. The building is not eligible
under Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRCR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values
As a result of the alterations discussed above, the building does not strongly reflect any particular era or style, nor is it a good example of
the work of the architect Herbert J. Powell, who, further, cannot be established as a “master” architect. Although the building’s additions
have been reasonably consistent in style over the years, the building cannot be interpreted as a historic resource since it does not
coherently reflect a particular mode or era in a visually identifiable way. For these reasons, the Montgomery Art Center/Pomona College
Museum of Art is not eligible under Criterion C/3.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 – Potential to yield information
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 is generally applied to archeological resources. Therefore, evaluation of the Montgomery Art Center/
Pomona College Museum of Art for eligibility under this criterion falls beyond the scope of this evaluation.
*B12. References (continued from Page 2)
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West elevation, view facing southeast.

West elevation, view facing northeast.

East elevation, view facing southwest.

South elevation, view facing northwest.

North elevation, view facing southeast

Photograph of Montgomery Art Center, view facing southeast, undated.
Source: Claremont Colleges Photo Archive
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The Oldenborg Center is located near the center of the Pomona College campus and occupies a block that is approximately bounded by Fourth Street,
Bonita Avenue, College Way, and Columbia Avenue. Constructed in 1966, the two-story subject building is designed in the Brutalist architectural
style and comprises a language center, international house, and dormitories. The building features a roughly E-shaped plan, is constructed of
concrete, and is capped by a flat roof with a combination of vertical parapets and angled parapets that form an abstracted cornice. The massing of the
building consists of several rectangular volumes with cantilevered, angled canopies. Exterior walls are clad with a textured stucco finish. The primary
(west) entrance to the building is recessed, features one pair of fully-glazed aluminum doors, and is sheltered by an angled concrete canopy.
Additional entrances to the building can be found at various points on its secondary elevations. Fenestration consists of steel-framed windows that
feature a fixed window in the upper sash and a hopper window in the lower sash; windows are arranged in vertical groupings that span the height of
the building. A number of projecting bays contain balconies at the upper levels. The building’s perimeter is planted with grass lawns, mature trees,
and shrubs. A smaller accessory building, also constructed of concrete and with similar features, is located near the southeast corner of the subject
building and houses a faculty residence for the on-site director of the international center. Interior renovations were performed in 1998; however, the
exterior of the building appears to be unaltered.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*P4. Resources Present:
Building
Structure

HP15 (educational building)

Object
Site
*P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects)

District

Element of District
Other (Isolates, etc.):
P5b. Description of Photo: (view,
Oldenborg Center,
date, accession #)

view facing northeast. Photo dated
Sept. 23, 2013.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
Historic
Prehistoric
Both

1966 (original building permit)
*P7. Owner and Address:

Pomona College
333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
*P8. Recorded by: Name,
affiliation, and address)

Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105
*P9. Date Recorded: Nov. 15, 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive
Reconnaissance

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Historical Resources Technical Report.” November 2013.
*Attachments:

NONE

Location Map
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B3. Original Use:
B4.
Present Use:
Brutalist
*B5. Architectural Style
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
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Educational

(see Page 3)
*B7.
*B8.

Moved?

No

Related Features:

Yes

Unknown

Date:

Original Location:

none

B9a. Architect: John Rex (of Honnold & Rex)
N/A
*B10. Significance: Theme
N/A
Period of Significance:

Property Type:

DeWeese Construction Co.
b. Builder:
N/A
Area
N/A
Applicable Criteria:

N/A

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Oldenborg Center does not appear eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s.1
Initially housed in a small cottage in the neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the
twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts
institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college administrators
hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent
east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted in the construction of several
new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a cohesive
architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.

(continued page 3)
B11.
*B12.

Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
References: (see Page 4)
(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

B13.

Remarks:

*B14.

Evaluator:

Jennifer Trotoux
Architectural Resources Group
8 Mills Place, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91105

*Date of Evaluation:

Nov. 15, 2013

(This space reserved for official comments.)

ARG, November 15, 2013

1

Marjorie L. Harth, Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus (Claremont: Pomona College, 2007), 24.
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*B6. Construction History (continued from page 2)

Based on a permit search in the City of Claremont records and a review of building histories on the Pomona College web site and
alterations noted by Marjorie Hearth in Pomona College: Reflections on a Campus, the building has seen very little alteration since its original
construction in 1966. In 1998, general renovations to the interiors of the dormitory units were completed.

1966
1998

Original construction
Renovation (interior) of dormitory units, including air condition and general renovations.

*B10. Significance (continued from page 2)

After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Location and Construction
The Oldenborg Center was constructed in 1966, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus development. Named for Dietrich C.
Oldenborg, a retired businessman and philanthropist who helped finance its construction, the Oldenborg Center occupies a prominent site
near the center of the Pomona College campus, immediately south of Bridges Auditorium. The 70,000-square-foot facility, which houses
student dormitories, a dining hall, an international house, and a language center, is also located in close proximity to the concentration of
student dormitories that comprise much of the southern half of the Pomona College campus.
Plans for an international center on the Pomona College campus were conceived in the 1960s, at a time when tense relations between
western and eastern powers underscored a need for academic programs and facilities dedicated to international relations and language
proficiency. Campus administrators worked toward this goal by planning a comprehensive international center that would include both a
coeducational residence hall and teaching facilities under a single roof. The center was to provide students with an opportunity to become
immersed in the practice and use of various foreign languages. According to the center’s first director, Leon L. Cowles, its overarching
purpose was to offer “a stimulating environment for the practice of foreign languages, second only to an actual sojourn abroad.”3 This
concept won the avid support of Oldenborg, a seasoned world traveler, who subsequently presented the college with a donation to
finance the center’s construction.
Upon its completion in 1966, the Oldenborg Center was the second-largest building on the Pomona College campus.4 Despite its large
size, the subject building is divided into a series of smaller, interconnected wings that sought to maintain a sense of human scale.
Initially, the center provided accommodations for 144 male and female students who were grouped into one of five language-oriented
wings: Chinese, French, German, Russian, and Spanish. Each wing contained student dormitories and was overseen by a resident
national, who would oversee daily use of the language, organize language-oriented group meetings, and arrange conversation tables in a
central dining hall.5 In addition to residential and dining facilities, the building also included a multipurpose room that was often used for
lectures and films, shared kitchen facilities, an international relations library, and language lounges.6 This consolidation of residential and
teaching facilities allowed students housed in the Oldenborg Center to become immersed and fully engaged in their language and culture
of choice, an approach to language-based education that was innovative at the time.
Architecture
The Oldenborg Center was designed by architect John Leon Rex in 1966. A graduate of the University of Southern California’s School
of Architecture, Rex initially worked in the office of – and eventually entered into partnership with – Sumner Spaulding, a Los Angeles2

Harth, 113.
“College Center Dedicated,” Los Angeles Times, 19 October 1966.
4
Harth 130.
5
E. Wilson Lyon, The History of Pomona College: 1887-1969 (Claremont: Pomona College, 1977), 539.
6
Lyon, 539.
3
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based architect who had been commissioned to design Frary Dining Hall and the Eli P. Clark dormitories for Pomona College in the late
1920s. As partners, Spaulding and Rex designed many residential projects early on, and are remembered as the architects of Case Study
House No. 2 (1947), an early Post and Beam style modernist residence in Pasadena that was designed as part of Arts and Architecture
magazine’s influential Case Study House program.7 Beginning in 1953, Rex entered into partnership with architect Douglas Honnold;
their firm, called Honnold and Rex, Architects and Associates, was responsible for designing several Corporate International style
buildings in Southern California. Whereas Rex primarily took on residential projects in the early period of his career, his later
commissions – including the Oldenborg Center – were largely completed for public and private institutional clients. The DeWeese
Construction Company was the general contractor for the subject building.
Rex designed Oldenborg Center in the Brutalist style, a variant of Late Modern architecture that was commonly employed for buildings
on college and university campuses between the late 1950s and early 1970s. Brutalism takes its name from the French phrase béton brut
or “raw concrete,” a concept that was pioneered through the work of Le Corbusier. Brutalist buildings are generally characterized by
monumental massing and a “heavy” appearance; the use of concrete as a signature design element; the integration of bold, angular shapes
and geometric forms; the expression of structural materials; and the integration of building and environment.8
Evaluation of Significance
Since the Oldenborg Center is less than 50 years of age and is not of “exceptional importance,” per the language of the National Register,
it does not satisfy the minimum age requirement associated with National Register eligibility. However, the California Register imposes
no specific limits with regard to the age at which a building may be evaluated for historical significance. Therefore, the Oldenborg Center
was evaluated under the criteria of the California Register only, as follows:
CRHR Criterion 1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
Oldenborg Center is significant within the institutional history of Pomona College due to its innovative arrangement of functions that
were conducive to learning, and living with, foreign languages and for providing students with a broader, international outlook on human
and political affairs. In order to be eligible under this criterion, however, a building or the concepts or trends that it exemplifies should
have a demonstrable impact originating at the college and reaching beyond the college community. A college, generally speaking, is
always undergoing renewal and innovation internally based on outside forces. The concerns that are addressed by the building are typical
of the era, in which the integration of international relations and language study into the curriculum of colleges around the country was
valued. Although the building was innovative and the ideas behind it are interesting, current scholarship does not appear to support that a
propagating effect on collegiate language instruction originated with this building. Therefore, the building does not appear to be eligible
under Criterion 1.
CRHR Criterion 2 – Association with the life of a significant person
CRHR Criterion 2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a significant person in local, state or
national history. Research did not indicate that there exists a direct association between the subject building and the productive lives of
any significant individuals who would meet these criteria beyond their leadership in the college community. For these reasons, the
Oldenborg Center does not appear to be eligible for designation under CRHR Criterion 2.
CRHR Criterion 3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values
CRHR Criterion 3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or construction, and/or to recognize properties
that represent the work of a master. Although the Oldenborg Center exhibits characteristics of Brutalist architecture, it does not stand out
as a particularly expressive example of the style. The building was considered an innovative solution to the needs particular to language
instruction and international studies, but its appearance is not particularly distinguished in the context of the Pomona campus. The
building does not appear to be among the premier works of John Rex, and his body of work has not been critically studied to a sufficient
degree to establish his significance as a designer. Therefore, the Oldenborg Center does not appear to be eligible for designation under
CRHR Criterion 3.
CRHR Criterion 4 – Potential to yield information
CRHR Criterion 4 is generally applied to archeological resources. Therefore, evaluation of the Oldenborg Center for eligibility under this
criterion falls beyond the scope of this evaluation.
7
8

“Case Study House No. 2,” Arts and Architecture, August 1947.
“Brutalist Architecture,” accessed November 2013, http://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Brutalist-architecture.pdf.
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West (primary) elevation, view looking northeast.

South (side) elevation, view looking northwest.

North (side) elevation, view looking southwest.

Interior courtyard, view facing southwest.

Photograph of Oldenborg Center, view facing southeast, undated.
Source: Claremont Colleges Photo Archive

Photograph of Oldenborg Center, view facing northeast, c. 1966.
Source: Claremont Colleges Photo Archive
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*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Anna May Wig Hall, which comprises student dormitories, is located at the southeast corner of Bonita and College avenues, in the southern section
of the Pomona College campus. Constructed in 1959, the multi-story subject building is Modern in style but also exhibits elements of Spanish
Colonial Revival architecture. Building height varies between one, two, and three stories. The building is characterized by an irregular I-shaped plan,
is constructed of concrete, and is capped by a low-pitched hipped roof that is clad with red clay tile and features overhanging eaves. Exterior walls
consist of painted concrete. The primary entrance to the building, which is located on the north elevation, is recessed and consists of one pair of fullyglazed metal doors with sidelights. Additional entrances to the building can be found at various points on its secondary elevations. Fenestration
consists primarily of steel-framed windows that feature a fixed window in the upper sash and a casement window in the lower sash; a smaller number
of single-hung vinyl windows can be found along the building’s ground story. Applied decoration is minimal. The building’s perimeter is planted
with grass lawns and mature trees and shrubs; its east elevation opens into a landscaped courtyard. A concrete block retaining wall and metal gate
enclose an outdoor patio near the northeast corner of the building.
Some original steel-framed windows on the ground story of the subject building have been replaced with vinyl windows. Otherwise, the building
appears to be intact.
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date, accession #)

Hall, view facing southwest. Photo
dated Sept. 23, 2013.
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No
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(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Summary Statement of Significance
Wig Hall does not appear eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources or the National Register of Historic Places. The
following discussion outlines how this determination was made.
Historical Background
Campus Development
Pomona College was established in 1887 by the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California, an
organizational body comprised of local religious leaders, largely in response to Southern California’s rapid growth in the 1880s.1
Initially housed in a small cottage in the neighboring city of Pomona, the college relocated to Claremont in 1889. By the turn of the
twentieth century, Pomona College had experienced growth and had began to come of age as one of the region’s foremost liberal arts
institutions. To accommodate a rise in student enrollment and the associated expansion of its academic programs, college administrators
hired noted Pasadena architect Myron Hunt in 1908 to develop a formal campus master plan. Hunt’s plan was centered on a prominent
east-west axis (now Marston Quadrangle) and helped guide a wave of campus development that resulted in the construction of several
new campus buildings in the 1910s and 1920s. Hunt’s contributions to campus planning efforts also helped establish a cohesive
architectural vocabulary for Pomona College that drew heavily upon the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
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*B6. Construction History (continued from page 2):

1959
1993
2005

Original construction
Renovation (interior) of dormitory units
Renovation (interior) of dormitory units

*B10. Significance (continued from page 2):

After a lull of development activity on campus that began in the Great Depression and extended through World War II, Pomona College
experienced an additional wave of development activity in the years immediately following the war. This wave of development was
ushered in by a rapid increase in enrollment that occurred as the nation underwent a profound shift from a wartime to peacetime
economy. Between the late 1940s and late 1960s, several new residence halls and academic facilities were constructed on the Pomona
College campus to accommodate the growing student body. Many academic departments expanded at this time, although a particular
emphasis was placed on the expansion of facilities dedicated to the physical and natural sciences due in part to the competition and
tenuous diplomatic relations that existed between the United States and the Soviet Union.2 Architecturally, campus buildings constructed
in the postwar era are largely characterized by a Modern aesthetic of clean lines and minimalist qualities. However, many also feature
some Period Revival style features that echo the campus’s earlier phases of development.
Location and Construction
Wig Hall was constructed in 1959, in conjunction with the postwar period of campus development. Named for Anna May Wig, the late
wife of a longtime Pomona College trustee, the subject building is one of several dormitories that are located south of Bonita Avenue in
the southern section of the Pomona College campus. Sanborn fire insurance maps and historic aerial imagery indicate that Wig Hall was
constructed on the site of several small single-family residences on College Avenue, which were removed in the late 1950s in order to
make way for the subject building. Construction of the subject building in 1959 corresponded with a sharp rise in student enrollment that
occurred in the years immediately following World War II; Wig Hall was one of five new postwar dormitories that were commissioned
in order to accommodate the increased demand for housing associated with the campus’s growth. The subject building initially served as
a dormitory for women but has since been converted into a co-ed facility. In addition to providing housing for 113 students, the subject
building also contains communal kitchen and laundry facilities that are shared among its residents.
Architecture
Wig Hall was designed by architect Herbert J. Powell in 1959. A graduate of Harvard University, Powell began his career in New York
City and worked in the offices of McKim, Mead and White.3 Powell relocated to Southern California in the 1920s and entered into
partnership with architects Norman Marsh and David Smith. Their firm, known as Marsh, Smith, and Powell, designed a number of
public school campuses across Southern California during the 1930s and 1940s.4 Later, as a partner in the firm Smith, Powell and
Morgridge, Powell designed several educational campuses and institutional buildings throughout Southern California, including several
buildings on the Pomona College campus. In addition to Wig Hall, Powell designed the Millikan Laboratory (1958), the Montgomery Art
Center / Pomona College Museum of Art (1958), the Pendleton Dance Center (1969), the Seaver Laboratory for Biology and Geology
(1958), and the Seaver Laboratory for Chemistry. The William J. Moran Co. served as general contractor for the subject building.
Wig Hall embodies a vernacular modern aesthetic as evidenced by its horizontal orientation, concrete exterior walls, and lack of applied
ornament. However, the subject building is capped by a hipped red clay tile roof that is intended to integrate the building with prevailing
Mediterranean Revival style buildings that comprise the Pomona College campus.

Eligibility Evaluation
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 – Association with a significant event or pattern of events
NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with events or patterns of events that are historically
significant. Wig Hall communicates the values of Pomona College during a period in which the campus experienced growth and
2

Harth, 113.
Online Archive of California, “Finding Aid for the Herbert J. Powell Papers, circa 1920 – circa 1960,”
<http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8vx0h34/entire_text/>.
4
Ibid.
3
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expansion after World War II, but its design is not particularly expressive of this period in the college’s history. It does not represent any
known event or pattern of events. Therefore, Wig Hall does not appear to be eligible for designation under NRHP/CRHR Criterion A/1.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 – Association with the life of a significant person
NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2 is intended to recognize properties that are associated with the work or life of a significant person. As a
student dormitory, Wig Hall has been the temporary home of numerous individuals since its completion in 1959, but research did not
indicate that the subject building is directly associated with the productive period of any one particular person. Therefore, Wig Hall does
not appear to be eligible for designation under NRHP/CRHR Criterion B/2.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 – Association with a type, period, or method of construction or possessing high artistic values
NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 is intended to recognize properties on the basis of their physical design or construction, and/or to recognize
properties that represent the work of a master. As a vernacular building, Wig Hall does not embody distinctive characteristics of any
particular trend or development in modern architecture. Herbert J. Powell, while a successful architect, is not considered to be a master in
the field. For these reasons, Wig Hall does not appear to be eligible for designation under NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3.
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 – Potential to yield information
NRHP/CRHR Criterion D/4 is generally applied to archeological resources. Therefore, evaluation of Wig Hall for eligibility under this
criterion falls beyond the scope of this evaluation.
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North (primary) elevation, view facing southwest.

North (primary) elevation, view facing southeast.

West elevation, view looking northeast.

South elevation, view facing northeast.

East elevation, view facing northwest.

Photograph of Wig Hall, west elevation, view facing southeast, 1959.
Source: Claremont Colleges Digital Library
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Introduction and Summary of Findings

In response to a request from Rincon Consultants, Inc., Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (ARG) has
evaluated the potential impacts to historical resources relating to proposed additional information that is a
part of the Pomona College Master Plan. The Master Plan is subject to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Public Resource Code Section 21084.1, which states: “a project that may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment.” The Master Plan project area includes resources that exceed fortyfive years of age and thus have the potential to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. This
report is intended to supplement the 2014 report prepared by ARG which treats most of the Master Plan
impacts. The additional information regards the potential site of the new museum for the College, which
is now anticipated to occupy enough of the block of the west side of College Ave. from Second St. to
Bonita Ave. that Renwick House, a potential historic resource, will be impacted.
Throughout this report, the subject property is referred to as “Renwick House” (instead of the standard
“the Renwick house” or “the Renwick residence”), which is the name by which it is known at Pomona
College. Since this is the same as its historic name in all but capitalization and an article, we have opted
for consistency whether referring to the property in a contemporary or historic framework.

1.1

Methodology

In May of 2014, ARG completed a Historic Resources Technical Report for the Pomona College Master
Plan. Much of the background for the current evaluation derives from our in-depth study of the campus
for that report, which determined, among other conclusions, the boundaries of a National Register-eligible
historic district comprising much of the Pomona College campus.
For the preparation of this evaluation and the prior technical report, ARG performed the following tasks
for research, documentation, and analysis:
•

Examined and photographed the buildings, landscapes, and site features of the Pomona College
campus. Consulted with campus experts on the Pomona faculty. Made a separate site visit in
June, 2015 to document and evaluate Renwick House and other College Ave. residences which
were excluded from the prior survey because they were not potentially impacted within the
geographical extent of the Master Plan at that time.

•

Conducted archival research relating to the Renwick family and the history and development of
Pomona College and surrounding neighborhoods, consulting the Claremont Colleges Digital
Library, Pomona College Archives, Claremont Heritage, ARG’s in-house library, and other
online repositories.

•

Requested State records on the prior documentation and evaluation of the campus through the
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC). Reviewed the California Historical
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Resources Inventory System (CHRIS), which includes properties listed or determined eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places, listed or determined eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical Resources, California Registered Historical Landmarks, Points
of Historical Interest, and properties that have been evaluated in historical resources surveys,
environmental analyses and other planning activities.
•

Reviewed pertinent project documents for the proposed Pomona College Master Plan.

•

Applied the criteria for evaluation of California Register of Historical Resources and the National
Register of Historic Places. The property was evaluated as an individual resource and for its
potential for inclusion in the previously-identified historic district.

All research and analysis was completed by ARG architectural historians and historic preservation
planners Jennifer Trotoux, Associate; Andrew Goodrich; and Katie Horak, Principal. All three meet the
Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualifications standards (36 CFR Part 61) for history and
architectural history.

1.2

Prior Studies

The records supplied by SCCIC and the City of Claremont show that few prior studies have been
conducted of the Pomona College campus and its environs. The most recent – and apparently the only -comprehensive consideration of the historical significance of the campus was in the 1978 Claremont
Historical Resources Inventory Report. This citywide survey was conducted under the Claremont Historic
Preservation Project, which, according to the survey report, involved dozens of volunteers as well as a
panel of experts to determine National Register-eligible properties. The general nature of that survey,
along with its being 35 years old, necessitates that most buildings and landscapes of Claremont to be
addressed in a planning context be reevaluated with current survey methods.
In the years since the inventory, the significant buildings of the College have been identified in published
walking tours, in books on the buildings of the campus, and in other arenas, but they have not been
evaluated recently according to standard historic preservation criteria.
Recently, in the 2014 Historical Resources Technical Report by ARG referred to in Section 1.1 above, the
proposed Master Plan’s impacts to historic resources were evaluated. A historic district was identified in
that process, but the residences on the west side of College Ave. were not included within the boundaries
due to their lack of connection to the context of the historic campus master plans and resulting
institutional patterns and architecture. Since they were not affected by the Master Plan, further research to
determine whether they were historic resources was outside of the scope of that report. Only institutional
buildings on the campus proper were included.
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Summary of Findings

The Renwick House has been considered a historic resource since the time of the Claremont historic
resources survey in the 1970s. Though this initial determination was made over 25 years ago, the
application of more current evaluation methods partially supports the earlier findings.
The property appears individually eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2 for its association
with the local philanthropist Helen Renwick, whose gifts had an impact on both Pomona College and the
City of Claremont. It also appears eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3 as an example of
the typical residential development of this prominent location in nascent Claremont: College Ave. with
special proximity to Pomona College itself.
The earlier survey finding that the property is individually eligible for the National Register (3S),
however, no longer stands due to extensive interior alterations made since that finding. The former
residence was converted to offices. In the process, many of the interior materials that contributed to its
historic design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and thereby, association, were removed and covered.
The property does not appear to meet the higher thresholds for integrity required for National Register
eligibility.

2.

Regulatory Framework: California Environmental Quality Act

When a proposed project may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical
resource, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a city or county to carefully
consider the possible impacts before proceeding. CEQA equates a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource with a significant effect on the environment.1 CEQA explicitly
prohibits the use of a categorical exemption within the CEQA Guidelines for projects which may cause
such a change.2
A “substantial adverse change” in the significance of a historical resource is defined as “physical
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that
the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.” Further, the significance of an
historical resource is “materially impaired” when a project:

1

Public Resources Code, Section 21084.1.

2

Public Resources Code, Section 21084(e).
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“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or
eligibility for inclusion in, the California Register of Historical Resources; or
“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that account
for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources... or its identification in an historical
resources survey..., unless the public agency reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a
preponderance of evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant; or
“demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the
California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of
CEQA.”3
CEQA effectively requires preparation of a mitigated Negative Declaration or an EIR whenever a project
may adversely impact historic resources. Current CEQA law provides that an EIR must be prepared
whenever it can be fairly argued, on the basis of substantial evidence in the administrative record, that a
project may have a significant effect on a historical resource.4 A mitigated Negative Declaration may be
used where all potentially significant effects can be mitigated to a level of insignificance.5 For example, a
mitigated Negative Declaration may be adopted for a project that mitigates significant effects on an
historical resource by meeting the Standards and local historic preservation regulations.

2.1

Definition of Historical Resources

For the purposes of CEQA, the term “historical resources” shall include the following:6
A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission,
for listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources.7
A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 5020.1(k) of
the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the
requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be

3

California Code of Regulations/Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA, Section 15064.5(b).

4

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(f)(1).

5

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(f)(2).

6

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5.

7

Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et.seq.
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historically or culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant
unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally
significant.
Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific,
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California,
may be considered to be an historical resource, provided the lead agency’s determination is
supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a resource shall be
considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for
listing in the California Register of Historical Resources8 as follows:
1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage;
2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values; or
4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

2.2

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties were developed by the
National Park Service and are referred to by Federal, State, and local authorities as well as architects and
other historic preservation professionals to guide the treatment of historic properties. 9 Four treatment
approaches are defined for historic properties: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and
Reconstruction. The National Park Service advises that the approach most appropriate to the historic
property and to the project should be identified by considering, among other factors, the relative
importance of the historic resource, its physical condition, the proposed use, and whatever mandated code
requirements may apply.

8

Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852.

9

Kay D. Weeks and Anne E. Grimmer. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. Washington DC: US Dept. of the
Interior, National Park Service, 1995.
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Since the buildings potentially impacted by the Pomona College Master Plan are generally being
considered for general upgrades and additions to accommodate new uses, the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation (the Standards) are the appropriate treatment approach to apply to the
current project. Rehabilitation as a treatment approach is defined as follows:
(T)he act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair,
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical,
cultural, or architectural values.10
The Standards are not considered to be prescriptive or comprehensive. They do, however, come with
published guidelines that enable their application in a variety of situations to numerous building types.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are as follows:
1.

A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change
to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2.

The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property
will be avoided.

3.

Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

4.

Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained
and preserved.

5.

Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

6.

Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

7.

Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

10

The Standards and Guidelines can be found on the Internet at this URL: http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/ They
are also found in the book by Weeks and Grimmer referred to in the previous footnote. A PDF of the book can be found at this
URL: http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four‐treatments/treatment‐guidelines.pdf
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8.

Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9.

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10.

New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

The Standards are applied in order to determine impacts to historic resources under CEQA. Typically the
Standards are applied on a project-level basis. A project that meets the Standards is considered to have no
adverse effect on historic resources. The analysis in this report allows the lead agency and the College to
identify where potential impacts to a historic district or a particular building or landscape space may
occur. This allows for the opportunity to avoid impacts in the early planning stages while still meeting the
goals of the Master Plan.
“Substantial adverse change" is defined in Section 5010.1 as demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration activities that would impair the significance of a historic resource. Examples would include the
demolition of an individual historic resource or of a contributor to a historic district (affecting the
cohesiveness of the district) or the alteration of a historic resource so that it no longer retains enough
historic integrity to convey its significance.

3.

Setting and Building Description

3.1

Setting

The subject property is located in Claremont, a small city at the eastern edge of Los Angeles County,
California. Located approximately 35 miles east of downtown Los Angeles at the base of the San Gabriel
Mountains, Claremont is situated on an alluvial plain that was developed for citriculture in the late
nineteenth century and became a town based on the presence of Pomona College, a small liberal arts
college that drew students from the local region as well as those from around the country with a
pioneering spirit in its early years. Through the 1930s, citrus remained a significant economic and
landscape presence in and around Claremont. Pomona College, the first of the colleges established in the
town, is one of seven undergraduate and graduate institutions that comprise The Claremont Colleges.
These institutions were added to increase and diversify the offerings available in the 1920s through the
1960s. The colleges are located on contiguous campuses, and generally consist of low-rise buildings
among ample green space.
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The surrounding city of Claremont is mostly composed of single-family residences with abundant tree
cover, for which the town is known. A small historic commercial center is known as the Village; later
commercial strip development is located notably on Route 66, which passes through Claremont on
Foothill Boulevard. The development patterns conform to the model established during Claremont’s
development before the turn of the twentieth century: an orthogonal grid of streets that connects to major
thoroughfares, populated mostly by single family residences. In the second half of the twentieth century,
the community came to be served by two east-west freeways, the Foothill Freeway (SR-210) to the north
(extended from La Verne through Claremont in 2003) and the San Bernardino Freeway (I-10) to the south
of the campuses. The Village remains the commercial heart of the town. Historically, the Village spanned
three blocks of Yale Ave. (First St. to Fourth St.) between Indian Hill on the west and Harvard Ave. on
the east.
The subject property is located on College Ave. at Second Street at 211 College Ave. The rear property
lines of the lots on College Ave. forms the western boundary of the campus, so the Renwick House lies at
the western edge of the campus. College Ave., then, serves as a kind of transition zone between the
institutional buildings and open, landscaped spaces of the campus and the smaller-scale residential and
commercial building stock of the Village. Directly west of College Ave., Harvard Ave. contains a mix of
civic buildings (post office, public library), residential uses, and small commercial buildings.
The west side of College Ave. contains a number of large, single-family residences that have been used
by the College for many years, as residences and later as administrative offices, the purpose they
currently serve. These blocks are six lots wide, but all houses between First and Fourth Streets sit on
larger, consolidated lots. The block from First St. to Second St. retains its residential character to a large
degree, with three turn-of-the-century houses on double lots. The block from Second St. to Bonita Ave.
contains Renwick House on a triple lot and the cluster of small residences known as the Cottages on the
northern three lots. Another larger residence once occupied the site of the Cottages but was demolished
prior to the 1932 Sanborn Map. The block to the north of Bonita Ave. contains two additional residences
of the same period, but the larger of the two, Seaver House, was moved to the site in the 1970s.
College Ave. contains a number of significant street trees that date to the period of significance. The two
species that are most notable in the streetscape are Canary Island date palms and eucalyptus trees. The
trees are of considerable size and age and contribute greatly to the historic setting and historic feeling of
College Ave. and identify its early development at the turn of the 20th century. The species selected were
very popular during the period and are found throughout Claremont and in most cities founded in the late
19th century in Southern California. The Renwick House property itself also contains an oak tree of
significant size behind the house that appears likely to date to the period of significance for the property
(1900-1930).
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The house is located in the midst of three lots, but according to the County Assessor they are not joined as
a single property as they appear to be at the site.11 The three lots together measure 170’ deep by 150’
across (north to south). The house itself is located on the central lot. Those to the south and north are
mainly open lawn. Historically, there was greater tree cover and paths forming a historic garden setting.
To the rear of the house is a small guest house, square in plan, with similar features to the main house in a
very simplified form. Its windows are not original. The interior was not examined for this report.

Aerial view from 1938 of College Ave. (in the center of image); Second St. and Bonita Ave. are shown crossing College Ave.
Other residences, later demolished, lie on the east side of the street. The Claremont Inn is shown for context. It can also be
seen on the 1909 Sanborn Map./ (www.historicaerials.com)

11

Los Angeles County Assessor, Property Assessment Information System, http://assessor.lacounty.gov/, accessed May 2015.

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP, INC.
Architects, Planners & Conservators

Historical Resources Evaluation Report
Renwick House, Pomona College

September 25, 2015
Page 10

(Area not shown on map)

Sanborn Map from 1909, above, showing Renwick House property in the orange square. The small rear house behind the main
residence is still extant, but the rear structure at the alley, shown as a two‐story stable, is not. (Structures with an “x” along the
rear of properties are stables.) The closest college buildings at the time were located just outside of the range of this map
excerpt, north of 4th St.
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Building Description and Photographs

Renwick House is a two-story, single-family residence located on the west side of College Ave. It has
been used since approximately 1989 as the Pomona College office for Annual Giving.
In its architectural features, the building is a restrained interpretation of the popular Queen Anne style in
its Free Classic mode. Features of the latter include its simplicity of decoration, classical columns on the
front porch, bracketed closed eaves, and muntin patterns. The plan of the two-story house is roughly
square and covered by a hipped roof clad in composition shingle. The primary façade is bracketed by a
turret on the southeast corner, capped by a conical roof and metal finial, and an L-shaped porch around
the northeast corner. The front door, which appears to be original, is located in the center of the façade at
the entrance to the porch. It features a large, single light with a dentilled sill and two raised panels in the
lower portion. The porch railing has saw-cut, shaped vertical posts and its roof is carried on thin, round
columns with composite capitals extending from the railing-height bases to the underside of the plain
fascia.
The exterior is clad in two types of wood siding. A fascia board encircles the exterior at the lintel height
of the first and second stories, curving around the turret, with shingles above this line and narrow
clapboard siding below. Fenestration consists of the original wood-frame, double-hung windows. The few
exceptions are some replacement windows at the rear second story. The top sash of the windows on the
east (main) and south façades have delicate wood muntins in a decorative rectilinear pattern (long,
vertical, rectangular lights that terminate in
triangles at the top and bottom of the sash, a
Bench
common pattern for the period).
KITCHEN

The interior (sketch plan at right) was adapted
for use as offices after many years as a student
residence. The major spaces of the downstairs
are the entry/stair hall, at the northeast corner of
the plan, and the living room and dining room
aligned on the south side of the house, in the
southeast and southwest corners of the plan,
respectively. The kitchen, completely altered but
in its original location, is at the northwest corner
of the plan. Between the kitchen at the rear and
the stair hall at the front lies an office and
restroom, which are altered or new spaces. The
stair hall/entry is separated from the living room
by a columned screen wall. The living room has
a low, painted wood built-in bench following the

DINING
ROOM
Office and
restroom
spaces

LIVING
ROOM

CL

Bench
PORCH

NORTH
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curve of the turret in the southeast corner. A second columned screen wall defines the transition from the
living room to the dining room. The dining room has a painted wood built-in bench on the south side and
a built-in china cabinet on the north side, with leaded glass doors and drawers below. The doorway to the
kitchen is altered. None of the light fixtures are original. All of the original woodwork -- including base
boards, window and door casing and frames, windows and doors themselves, screen walls, built-ins, and
staircase (railings, posts, and stringers) -- has been painted white.
The floor, presumably wood, is covered by carpet. The walls and ceilings have a very smooth texture that
has a new appearance and does not convey the building’s age of 115 years. Presumably, the original
plaster was removed and replaced with drywall when new systems were run through the building (ceiling
vents for HVAC are seen throughout). On the second floor, the doors and casing are not historic features
and have been replaced with those of a design not matching the period, and the multipanel doors may not
be wood. Ceiling-mounted light fixtures and sconces in the interior and exterior are not original features;
there appear to be no original fixtures in the house. While many of the spaces of the interior are intact, all
of the original finishes are either removed or covered; these include plaster walls and ceilings, stained
wood trim and casework, wood floors, metal hardware, etc.
A secondary structure on the property is one of two that existed during the property’s historical period.
While a two-story stable or carriage house, one of many in this part of the neighborhood at the time, no
longer exists, the rear house (which was a common feature in Southern California) is still present. It has
similar wood siding and a hipped roof with bracketed eaves as seen on the main house. Located behind
the main structure, it is rectangular in plan and marked “rooms” on the Sanborn Map of 1909. This seems
to imply that it was not a self-contained dwelling unit, which would be marked “D” on the Sanborn. The
structure’s interior has been altered for use as offices and its windows were replaced with vinyl-frame
windows that seem to have a similar appearance to single light, double-hung windows that the structure
may have had originally.
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EXTERIOR AND SETTING OF RENWICK HOUSE

Renwick House, view northwest from corner of College Ave. and Second St. Land in foreground is a part of the original extent of
the property.
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EXTERIOR AND SETTING OF REWICK HOUSE

View southwest of north façade.

View south of north façade.

Closer view southeast of north facade

View northeast of west and south facades.

View northeast of south façade. Oriel bay at dining room.

Detail of turret window at southeast corner.
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EXTERIOR AND SETTING OF REWICK HOUSE

View north of front porch columns and railing.

View northwest of porch railing.

View south of front door within porch.

View northwest of rear house. (“Rooms” on 1909 Sanborn;
presumably it may have been rented as private student housing
historically.)
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INTERIOR OF RENWICK HOUSE

View north within front entry/stairhall

View west within front entry with living room screen wall at
left.

View south of entry/stairhall looking down stairs towards living
room.

View north from living room toward front door.
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INTERIOR OF RENWICK HOUSE

View southwest from living room toward dining room.

Built‐in bench within southeast corner turret.

General view east of dining room (living room beyond screen
wall).

Detail of built‐in bench in dining room.
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INTERIOR OF RENWICK HOUSE

Built‐in hutch on north wall of dining room.

Typical upstairs office in a former bedroom (southwest corner
of plan).

Typical upstairs office in a former bedroom (northwest corner
of plan).

View northwest of main staircase in entrance.
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Historical Background

Renwick House is now included within the property owned by Pomona College, but at the time of its
construction it was a private house located very close to the early nucleus of the college. The nearby
blocks of College Ave. had begun to be developed with single family residences, and by 1909 there were
six substantial houses as well as the Claremont Inn located on the west side of the street from First
St. to Fourth St., as well as several houses on the east side of the street facing them.
Established in 1887, Pomona was the first college in Claremont and became the founding member of the
Claremont Colleges Consortium. The college was founded not in Claremont but in the nearby city of
Pomona by local leaders of the General Association of Congregational Churches of Southern California.
The new institution was named “Pomona College” after the city as well as for the name recognition of the
nearby Santa Fe station.12
In 1888, that same year, the real estate boom abruptly ended in Southern California, leaving the newlybuilt Claremont Hotel (1887), in the city of Claremont to the north, superfluous. The hotel was offered to
Pomona College, along with 260 empty lots that were intended to be a town site. After some debate, the
College decided to move from their initial location in Pomona to Claremont, and in January of 1889
classes resumed.13 The Claremont Hotel (later Sumner Hall) originally housed recitation rooms, an
assembly room and parlor, a library alcove, a dining room, and a kitchen on the first floor. The second
floor contained the president’s suite, guest rooms, and student rooms.14
Renwick House is known by the name of its original owner, who was deeply involved with the
development of both the College and the City of Claremont. Mrs. (Pamela) Helen Goodwin Renwick
(1845-1930) was a native of Akron, Ohio who resided in Davenport, Iowa with her English-born
husband, William Renwick. Mr. Renwick was of Scottish parentage but had emigrated from Liverpool at
the age of 16 in 1845 (the year that his future second wife was born), and became a naturalized U. S.
citizen in approximately 1850. Mr. Renwick was a lumber dealer and manufacturer who built a saw mill
and a downtown Davenport office building. According to the 1860 Census, he owned real estate with a
substantial value of $25,000. Renwick’s first wife, Cynthia Ann Seymour, whom he had married in 1855,
passed away in 1877 just as their stone-clad Italian villa on a Davenport hilltop was completed (still a
significant landmark in the area and listed in the National Register).

12
13

14

Lyon 8.
Harth 24.
Lyon 19.
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Helen Goodwin was raised in Akron, Ohio and graduated from Oberlin College, where she studied music.
She spent a number of years teaching music at the high school in Akron. In 1877, the year that her future
husband became a widower, Miss Goodwin applied for a passport at age 32 for an ambitious course of
travel through fifteen countries ranging from Great Britain through northern and southern Europe, then on
to Turkey, Russia and Egypt, before returning by way of Scandinavia. Even if only a portion of this
itinerary was carried out, she was clearly a passionate world traveler. Though it’s not known if this was
her first, it would not be the last of her extended trips abroad.
During her travels, Miss Goodwin became acquainted with William Renwick, who was also an inveterate
traveler as well as an art collector.15 Sharing many interests, William Renwick and Helen Goodwin were
married in 1879 “following a romance of unusual charm.”16 Their son William Goodwin Renwick was
born in Berlin during their travels in January of 1886; his mother was 41.
William Renwick died in 1889 after the two had been married for ten years, when their son was three
years old. The following year, in June of 1890, the widowed Mrs. Renwick and her then four-year-old son
were again in Berlin as a part of an extended trip through Europe, which lasted at least a year. Returning
to the U.S., they continued to reside in Davenport for a few more years before moving to Claremont in
1895.17 After living in a house on 6th St. (now demolished) for a few years, Mrs. Renwick built the house
on College Ave. in 1900, across the street from the developing Pomona College.
In 1903, Mrs. Renwick and her son applied for passports for yet another 15-month international tour. The
Los Angeles Times reported that they departed in July and sailed to Honolulu, where they met up with
another Pomona College family to travel to China together.18 In December 1903 it was reported that
mother and son “have been heard from in Peking, China.”19 Their tour was scheduled to pass on through
Europe, and they apparently toured 2000 miles by automobile in Germany and Austria, after which the
car was sent to Claremont and became somewhat famously associated with William in the coming years.
William presumably enrolled at Pomona upon their return from this latest trip abroad.

15

“Davenport and its Environs,” The National Magazine, vol. 19, Nov. 1893.

16

Helen Goodwin Renwick, obituary, Claremont Courier 31 July 1930.

http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/RENWICK/2011‐08/1314159435 Accessed June 2015.
17

Date of arrival in Claremont and early address per her obituary in the Claremont Courier 31 July 1930.

18

“Claremont News Jottings,” Los Angeles Times 2 July 1903 21; “Claremont: College Town Jottings,” Los Angeles Times 17 July
1903 A7.
19

“Claremont: Gymnasium Work Starts,” Los Angeles Times 12 Dec 1903 A7.
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Mrs. Renwick’s community activities began early in her time in Claremont. As early as the summer of
1899 she was already active in the community, serving as an officer of the Cactus Club.20 The Renwick
family’s association with Pomona College appears to have started soon after they moved to Claremont,
when Helen Renwick began to endow the college through an important gift to support a new gymnasium
(her gift was for over half of the cost of the building, and “the remainder was subscribed or solicited by
students of the college,” according to an early account21). The construction of William Renwick
Gymnasium, one of the major early buildings of the campus, occurred in 1899. Renwick Gymnasium was
a center of campus life, used not only for athletic events but for large gatherings of all kinds, since it was
the only space on campus that would accommodate dances, ceremonies, etc. in an unobstructed interior.

Helen G. Renwick and William G. Renwick,
c. 1900 (Judy Wright Collection).

20

Renwick Gymnasium, Pomona College, 1899 (Claremont Colleges Digital Library).

The Cactus Club and the Rembrandt Club later shared space in Rembrandt Hall and may have had many common members.

21

Guinn, J. M. A History of California and an Extended History of its Southern Coast Counties (Los Angeles: Historic Record
Company, 1907).
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Helen Renwick also served as the president of the Rembrandt Club. 22 In addition to the leadership she
provided in this organization that supports education in the arts, she is credited with a major gift for the
construction of Rembrandt Hall (1914), which was the first art building on the campus.
With its generous size and its proximity to campus, Helen Renwick’s home was in use for Sunday School
classes (the home “filled with statues discretely veiled for modesty,” describes an early account). Mrs.
Renwick was noted to receive the families of potential students in order to make a favorable impression.23
She was also elected a trustee of the Claremont Congregational Church in 1911.24 Although her
involvement with the Congregational Church prior to her move to Claremont is not confirmed, it is
possible that Pomona’s Congregationalist roots may have been what drew her to Claremont.25
Helen Renwick’s philanthropy was not limited to her support of Pomona College. The land behind the
house to the west was donated to the City by Mrs. Renwick for the Claremont Public Library (the
building was replaced, but it remains in the same location). She was also instrumental in acquiring land
for the establishment of the Claremont Missionary Home, which became Pilgrim Place. While there is
little indication that Mrs. Renwick’s travels were related to missionary work, it may be that the travels of
missionaries resonated with her due to this shared experience. In any case, it was Helen Renwick who
donated the land, nine lots on Columbia Ave. around 11th and 12th Streets, in 1915 for the establishment
of the Missionary Home.26 Many Congregationalist missionaries were looking for a place to settle upon
their return to the United States, as well as for a place to retire, and the demand for the Home continued to
rise. Due to the growth of the colleges and the need for more space for the Missionary Home, the
operation was moved to a larger piece of land to the west in 1924.27 It was written in Mrs. Renwick’s
obituary that national leaders in the missionary movement “knew well the pathway to her resources

and they trod it often and never in vain.”28

22

Los Angeles Times 20 Oct. 1911 p I14.

23

“Claremont: Unique Party,” Los Angeles Times 19 Jan 1903.

24

“To Build Parish House.” Los Angeles Times 8 Nov 1911 16

25

Note that this is speculation based on her involvement with the church while in Claremont; we do know that her husband
belonged to the Presbyterian Church, per “Davenport and its Environs,” The National Magazine, vol. 19, Nov. 1893.

26

Joe Balckstock, “Pilgrim Place still changing after 100 years serving those who help others,” Inland Daily Bulletin 12 Jan 2015.

https://www.google.com/calendar/render?tab=mc#main_7%7Cmonth‐3+23261+23298+23265 Accessed June 2015.
27

Wright 111.

28

Helen Goodwin Renwick, obituary, Claremont Courier 31 July 1930.
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As for William Renwick, he graduated from Pomona and went on to graduate studies at Harvard
University in international law. In 1907-1908 he was in the Los Angeles Times several times for his
attempts to cross the country by car as he traveled back and forth between Boston and Claremont,
apparently garnering a good deal of attention upon his departures and arrivals from Claremont.
Among Mrs. Renwick’s last contributions to local culture was the 1929 publication of a book of her
poetry, Heaven’s Own Mosaic and Other Poems, when she was 85 years old. Helen Renwick continued to
live in Claremont through the time of her death in 1930, where she died at her home on College Ave.
Presumably, she had bequeathed the property to Pomona College. The house was used by the College as a
student residence until 1989, after which time it was rehabilitated for use as College administrative
offices.

5.

Federal, State and Local Evaluation Criteria

To be considered a historic resource for purposes of CEQA, a property must be demonstrated to be
significant under Federal, State, or local historical designation programs. These are, generally, the
National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, or a local
designation program. The City of Claremont’s program is known as the Claremont Register of Structures
of Historic and Architectural Merit. The criteria for each program are discussed below, beginning with a
more detailed discussion of the National Register, whose policies set the conceptual framework for State
and local programs.

5.1

National Register of Historic Places Criteria

The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) is the nation’s master inventory of known
historic resources and includes listings of buildings, structures, sites, objects and districts that possess
historic, architectural, engineering, archaeological or cultural significance at the national, state or local
level. As described in National Register Bulletin Number 15a, How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation, a property must have both historical significance and integrity to be eligible for
listing in the National Register.
To be significant, a property must be “associated with an important historic context.”29 The National
Register identifies four criteria for evaluating significance, of which at least one must be applicable to the
property at the national, state, or local level. A property may be considered significant in American
history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture if:

29

National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 15, 3.
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A:

It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history; or

B:

It is associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or

C:

D:

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
It has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 30, 31

Second, for a property to qualify under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it must also retain
“historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance.”33 While a property’s
significance relates to its role within a specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s
physical features and how they relate to its significance.”34 To determine if a property retains the physical
characteristics corresponding to its historic context, the National Register has identified seven aspects of
integrity:
Location

is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic
event occurred.

Setting

is the physical environment of a historic property.

Design

is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of
a property.

Materials

are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of
time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.

Workmanship

is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given
period in history or prehistory.

Feeling

is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.

30

National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 15, 2.

33

National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 15, 3.

31

NR Bulletin 15 44.
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is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.32

Since integrity is based on a property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a
property’s integrity can only occur after historical significance has been established.36

5.2

California Register of Historical Resources Criteria

The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is the authoritative guide to the
State’s significant historical and archeological resources. It serves to identify, evaluate, register and
protect California’s historical resources. The California Register program encourages public recognition
and protection of resources of architectural, historical, archeological and cultural significance, identifies
historical resources for state and local planning purposes, determines eligibility for historic preservation
grant funding and affords certain protections under the California Environmental Quality Act. All
resources listed on or formally determined eligible for the National Register are automatically listed on
the California Register. In addition, properties designated under municipal or county ordinances are
eligible for listing in the California Register.
The California Register criteria are modeled on the National Register criteria discussed above. An
historical resource must be significant at the local, state, or national level under one or more of the
following criteria:

1.

It is associated with events or patterns of events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United
States.

2.

It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history.

3.

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values.

32

NR Bulletin 15 44‐45. 36

NR Bulletin 15 45.
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It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
the local area, state or the nation.33

Like the National Register, evaluation for eligibility for the California Register requires an establishment
of historic significance before integrity is considered. California’s integrity threshold is slightly lower
than that of the National Register. As a result, some resources that are historically significant but do not
meet National Register integrity standards may be eligible for listing on the California Register.34
California’s list of special considerations is shorter and more flexible than that of the National Register. It
includes some allowances for moved buildings, structures, or objects, as well as lower requirements for
proving the significance of resources that are less than 50 years old and a more thorough discussion of the
eligibility of reconstructed buildings.
Resources may be nominated directly to the California Register; in addition, they are automatically listed
in the California Register if they are listed in or have been officially determined eligible for the National
Register; State Historic Landmarks #770 and forward are also automatically listed in the California
Register.35
The California Historical Resource Status Codes are a series of ratings created by the California Office of
Historic Preservation (SHPO) to quickly and easily identify the historic status of resources listed in the
State’s historic properties database. These codes were revised in August 2003 to better reflect the many
historic status options available to evaluators. The following are the seven major status code headings:

1.

Properties listed in the National Register or the California Register.

2.

Properties determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California Register.

3.

Appears eligible for National Register or California Register through Survey Evaluation.

4.

Appears eligible for National Register or California Register through other evaluation.

5.

Properties recognized as historically significant by local government.

33

California Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series 6 1.

34

Technical Assistance Series 6 2.

35

All State Historical Landmarks from number 770 onward are also automatically listed on the California Register (California
Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series 5, 1).
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6.

Not eligible for listing or designation.

7.

Not evaluated for National Register or California Register or needs revaluation.

5.3

Claremont Register of Structures of Historic and Architectural Merit

The treatment and management of historic resources in Claremont is addressed in the City’s General Plan
and Municipal Code. In 1980, the City of Claremont created the Claremont Register of Structures of
Historic and Architectural Merit (the “City Register”) and adopted the criteria that had been used for the
1978-1979 Claremont Historic Resources Inventory. In order for a property to be listed on the City
Register, it must be approved by the Architectural Commission and meet one or more of the following
criteria:36

1.

Buildings, structures or places, including landscaping, are important key focal or pivotal points in
the visual quality or character of an area, neighborhood or survey district; or

2.

Structures are associated with historic figures; or

3.

Structures represent an architectural type of period and/or represents the work of known
architects, draftsmen, or builders; or

4.

Structures illustrate the development of California locally or regionally; or

5.

Buildings remain in good condition and illustrate a given period; or

6.

Structures are unique in design or detail; or

7.

Structures serve as examples of a period or style; or

8.

Structures contribute to the architectural continuity of the street; or

9.

Buildings appear to retain the integrity of their original design fabric.

The City of Claremont has no historic preservation ordinance. Although the above criteria are included in
the General Plan, they were not applied in the inventory in a way that made a strong distinction between
buildings that are older and possibly of interest and those which may actually be significant per standards
that we would recognize today. Without criteria that better adhere to the practices set by the State Office

36

City of Claremont General Plan 2‐34.
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of Historic Preservation, buildings on the City inventory cannot automatically be considered historic
resources for purposes of CEQA.

6.

Evaluation of Historical Significance

6.1

Prior Evaluations

None of the buildings on the Pomona College campus have been listed on the National Register or the
California Register. A large number of campus buildings, however, including the subject property, were
identified in the 1978 survey that established the City of Claremont’s historical inventory. Although
National Register districts may have been identified, many buildings were also evaluated as locally
eligible. This survey was conducted 35 years ago according to methods that are out of date.
Renwick House is listed in the California Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) with an evaluation of 3S,
meaning that it appeared individually eligible (S = Single property) for the National Register in the
assessment of the survey. The California Register was not enacted until 1998, so eligibility for that
program could not be considered. Since California Register eligibility is the threshold for whether a
building is to be considered a historic resource for purposes of CEQA, this set of criteria are the most
helpful in the current discussion.
The 3S evaluation was derived from the 1978 survey, although the date of the evaluation is not indicated
in the HRI. Renwick House was evaluated on its own (though only at a survey level, and not in depth)
and given a ranking of individually eligible for the National Register.
The Pomona College campus was evaluated for the 2014 Historic Resources Technical Report as a
historic district. A number of buildings on the campus were not evaluated at that time because they were
out of the scope of potential impacts of the Master Plan. This includes the campus houses on College
Ave. between First and Fourth Streets, including Renwick House.37 The College Ave. Cottages were
identified in the Master Plan for demolition, so they were evaluated as contributors to the campus Historic
District as well as individually (i.e., with the four buildings grouped as an individual property) and found
not to be significant, and therefore not historic resources.

6.2

Evaluation of Significance

37

These houses have a prior evaluation of 3S, or individually eligible for the National Register, that appears to stem from the
1978 inventory. See Section 6.1.
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6.2.a Summary
Renwick House appears individually eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2 for its
association with the local philanthropist Helen Renwick, whose philanthropic gifts and activities had an
impact on both Pomona College and the City of Claremont. It also appears eligible for the California
Register under Criterion 3 as an example of the typical residential development of this prominent location
in nascent Claremont: College Ave. with special proximity to Pomona College itself.
The earlier survey finding that the property is individually eligible for the National Register (3S),
however, does not stand. The interior alterations to the former residence as it was converted to offices
removed and covered much of the interior materials that contributed to its historic design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and thereby, association. These alterations appear to have taken place since the
time of the survey. The property does not meet the higher thresholds for integrity required for National
Register eligibility.

6.2.b. California Register Eligibility
Criterion 1: Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United States.
Renwick House is associated with the early development of Claremont as a college town and
could be said, as such, to represent patterns of history. However, it is primarily understood as a
physical example of the typical housing associated with that social and cultural sphere around the
turn of the 20th century. The house better represents this historic context when considered under
Criterion 3 (see below).
Criterion 2: Associated with the lives of persons important to local, California or national history.
Helen Renwick was a significant member of the Claremont community in the early 20 century.
She financially supported with a majority gift one of the early, large buildings on the campus,
William Renwick Gymnasium (named for her late husband). Her high level of activity in the
th

small town of Claremont (incorporated in 1907; population in 1910 of 1,114) included serving as
board officer of the important Congregationalist Church in town and of two prominent clubs, the
Cactus Club and the Rembrandt Club. Her involvement in the Rembrandt Club led to her
donation of funds for the construction of the first Pomona College art building, Rembrandt Hall
(still extant). Her land donations for, and involvement in the establishment of, the Missionary
Home (1915) paved the way for its growth prior to its expansion and reestablishment of Pilgrim
Place (1924).
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For all of these reasons, Helen Goodwin Renwick is a significant individual in the early
development of Pomona College and the cultural life of Claremont. Renwick House, the home
that Mrs. Renwick had constructed and then resided in for 30 years, is the property most
significantly associated with her active life in Claremont, and was itself a community resource for
the College and other institutions in town because of her presence there. Therefore, her residence
is to be considered significant under Criterion 2 of the California Register for its association with
her.
Criterion 3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction or
represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values.
The architecture of Renwick House represents a transitional, vernacular composite with elements
of the Free Classical variant of the Queen Anne style.38 The original building permit is lost and an
architect cannot be associated with the property. While it has been identified as Queen Anne
based on the irregular composition, corner turret, hipped roof, and combined siding types (shingle
and clapboard), it is not a strong example of the style, which is evident when Renwick House is
compared to an older, high Queen Anne example such as Sumner House (1887; pictured below),
located at College and First St. However, like all of the early houses along College Ave. from
First to Fourth St. (a highly visible
corridor adjacent to the campus and close
to the commercial district), it is a very
good example of the type of house that
was built in early Claremont for people
of some means who were associated with
the founding and development of
Pomona College. In this context,
Renwick House can be said to represent
"the distinctive characteristics of a
period." This type of house in this
location and setting is important to our
understanding of Claremont in the
significant period of the turn of the 20th
century.
Under this context, the rear house is a character-defining feature that contributes to the
significance of the property. It appears to date to the early years of the property’s construction, it
is consistent in architectural character, and it appears on the 1909 Sanborn map and so has been
present at least since that date. The structure is indicated as “rooms,” not a full dwelling unit, so it
is possible that student boarders may have taken meals elsewhere (such as at the Claremont Inn,

38

Virginia and Lee Macalester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 1984, 2009) 265, 276.
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which was used as a dining hall). Extra housing for students is characteristic of the development
patterns and needs of the neighborhood and its early 20th century development.
Criterion 4: Has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history
of the local area, California or the nation.
This criterion is outside of the scope of this study. The property was not evaluated for
archaeological significance.

6.2.c

Evaluation of Integrity

The California Register has specific language regarding integrity, requiring that a property retain
sufficient integrity to be recognizable as a historic resource and to convey the reasons for its significance.
In accordance with the National Register guidelines, integrity for the California Register is evaluated in
regard to the retention of historic location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association.
The historic integrity of Renwick House is high on the exterior, but its interior alterations have
compromised it in other respects. The house’s period of significance is 1900, its construction date,
through 1930, when Helen Renwick passed away at the house. The following discussion is split, where
appropriate, into evaluations of interior and exterior integrity since in most cases the difference is marked.
This discussion is also intended to support ARG’s finding that the property is not National Register
eligible due to the loss of interior integrity.
Location:
Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event
occurred.
Renwick House remains in its original location on College Ave. north of the corner of Second St.
Setting:
Setting is the physical environment of an historic property, constituting topographic features, vegetation,
manmade features, and relationships between buildings or open space.
Most of the neighboring properties along the west side of College Ave. from First St. to Fourth
St. are intact. A house that was historically located directly north of Renwick House was
demolished by 1930; four small cottages were constructed on that property later in the 1930s after
Helen Renwick’s death. The Claremont Inn on the block to the north was demolished in the
1960s, but a significant single family residence, Seaver House, was moved to the site in the
1970s. Large palms and other trees remain along the street, which is important for interpretation
under Criterion 1, but the gardens, pathways, and many large trees that are visible on the property
surrounding the house on a historic aerial view are no longer extant. The campus itself has grown
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tremendously since the period of significance so there are many changes in that respect, but these
are mostly confined to the east side of College Ave. across the street from the property.
Design:
Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property.
Exterior: The exterior of the house retains integrity of design. The most significant alteration to
the exterior is the addition of an access ramp on the north side of the house, which, while
somewhat visually distracting on the north façade, was mostly incorporated with little alteration
to historic features.
Interior: With the compromises to the materials of the interior, including covering of the floors,
changes to the woodwork (particularly the second floor), and the addition of glossy white paint to
the woodwork of the staircase and colonnades between major rooms, the interior no longer
conveys its significance as the 1900 home of a person of high aesthetic taste and significant
financial resources as Helen Renwick was known to be (Criterion 2). It also loses integrity for the
same reasons under Criterion 3, since it is not typical of the interiors that show how people of this
social status lived in early 20th century Claremont.
Materials:
Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time
and in a particular pattern or configuration to form an historic property.
Exterior: The original exterior materials remain from 1900, with the exception of the small
number of second floor, rear windows that were replaced with white, metal frame windows.
Interior: The materials of the interior are significantly compromised. The interior woodwork,
which was clearly an important feature and would have been stained, has all been painted in a
glossy paint. This choice negates the dark brown, rich tones of natural wood that were essential
features of a domestic interior in 1900. All of the plaster walls and ceilings appear to have been
replaced with drywall. The doors and door casings on the second floor were all replaced, and it is
not known if the plan or doorway locations were changed. All of the floors throughout,
presumably wood, are covered in wall-to-wall carpet.
Workmanship:
Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture, people, or artisan during any
given period in history or prehistory.
Exterior: Retaining integrity of materials, the building’s integrity of workmanship is also high on
the exterior.
Interior: The interior workmanship is compromised by the replacement of doors and casing and
plaster, and the painting over of the woodwork.
Feeling:
Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historical sense of a particular period of time.
Exterior: The loss of the gardens and most of the larger trees surrounding the house represents a
loss of historic integrity of feeling. Otherwise, the building itself retains historic feeling due to the
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retention of the exterior design and materials and the relatively few significant changes to the
setting.
Interior: The historic feeling of the interior is seriously compromised due to the alterations and
loss of many other aspects of integrity described above.
Association:
Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and an historic property.
National Register guidelines regarding integrity note that association “requires the presence of
physical features that convey a property’s historic character.” While the house is largely intact,
the changes to the interior that are noted above have a tangible impact on historic character.
The house is readily recognizable as a residence of its time and place in Claremont. It continues
to derive much of its significance from its location close to (and thereby, its association with)
Pomona College.

6.2.d National Register Evaluation
Due to the earlier survey evaluation of 3S, the property was reconsidered according to National Register
criteria. While it has the same historical and architectural value as borne out by the California Register
evaluation, Renwick House does not appear to qualify under the National Register guidelines due to the
alterations to the interior.
Due to the effect of alterations to the interior of the residence on its historic integrity, Renwick House
does not appear individually eligible for the National Register. Integrity of design and feeling are
particularly important in interpreting the building as the home of Helen Renwick as a significant person
(Criterion 2) and as an example of the kind of residential environment that was typically created for and
by early Claremont residents as Pomona College grew (Criterion 3).
The property also does not appear eligible for the National Register as a part of the adjacent Pomona
College Campus Historic District identified by ARG in 2014. The house represents historic contexts that
are not necessarily associated with Pomona’s campus planning and architecture. The significance of the
District derives from the association of those buildings and landscapes with the 1908 and later master
plans of the campus. While the residences on College Ave. were present during the period of significance
and were the homes of people associated with the College, they more clearly represent the town in its
uses, its planning, and its architecture, and not the campus. Since these buildings, including Renwick
House, are not associated with the institutional patterns, architecture, and landscapes of the Pomona
College campus, they are not eligible for the National Register as contributors to the campus Historic
District.
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Proposed Relocation

An update to the Pomona College Master Plan has added information about the new college museum,
which is proposed for the southwest corner of College Ave. and Bonita Ave. This site is close to the
current location of the Pomona College art museum, which is at the northeast corner of the same
intersection. The plans for the new building have not yet been developed. However, the proposed building
is likely to occupy a large enough portion of the block that Renwick House would need to be relocated to
accommodate it. The College proposes to move Renwick House to another location on the campus.
The following qualities in a relocation site are desirable to help Renwick House to maintain its California
Register eligibility. This list is based on the particular circumstances and associations of this property, as
well as of best practices for moving historic properties (in order of desirability):
1) As close as possible to the current site, preferably within the same property but moved southward
toward Second St.
2) As close as possible to College Ave.; preferably on College Ave.
3) In a residential neighborhood of houses of similar period, style, size, orientation to the street, and
depth of setback from the street.
4) In close proximity to Pomona College (i.e., within one to two blocks).
The National Register criteria include Criteria Consideration B for Moved Properties (included as an
appendix to this report). The guidelines in this Criteria Consideration provide some parameters for
evaluating the potential impacts to historic integrity if the building is moved as proposed:
Eligibility for Historic Associations
A moved property significant under Criteria A or B must be demonstrated to be the surviving
property most importantly associated with a particular historic event or an important aspect of a
historic person's life. The phrase "most importantly associated" means that it must be the single
surviving property that is most closely associated with the event or with the part of the person's
life for which he or she is significant.39
The clearly preferable and least impactful alternative from a preservation perspective is to move the house
southward within its current site, closer to 2nd St, to accommodate the proposed museum. If the house is
moved within its current site, maintaining the same front setback from College Ave., and it is

39

NR Bulletin 15 29‐31.
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rehabilitated according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, significant impacts would be avoided.
This option has been deemed infeasible due to the new construction proposed.

7.1

First Street Relocation

One proposed new location for Renwick House is on the north side of First St. between Columbia Ave.
and College Ave., southeast of the Pendleton Dance Center and Pendleton Pool. It is located outside the
southern boundary (which is E. Second St.) of the Pomona College Historic District identified by ARG in
2014. The site is screened from E. First St. by foliage. Existing on the site directly to the east of the
proposed location is Kenyon House, another two-story, single family residence that has been converted to
offices. Its size and scale are similar to that of Renwick House. This building may also have been moved
to its present site; its entrance appears to be oriented toward its southeast corner, not frontally toward the
street. This neighboring residence would help somewhat in providing an appropriate setting for Renwick
House.
Other aspects of the proposed site are not ideal for the relocation of Renwick House. Specifically, the site
lacks orientation to the street and a surrounding residential context since it was not developed as a
residential lot. The rise in elevation and screening of foliage from First St. provides a significantly
different relationship to the street than that of the historic location. The separation from the College Ave.
context also affects its significance. All of these qualities work against the historic interpretation of
Renwick House in the physical context of the proposed location.
If Renwick House is moved to the proposed First St. location, it would lose its association with the
development of College Ave., and would therefore no longer be eligible for the California Register under
Criterion 3. The loss of integrity resulting from moving the house away from College Ave. would have a
significant impact on the resource under CEQA. The loss of the property’s historic location and setting
would render it less meaningful in the context of Claremont and of Pomona College, since its location is
critical to illustrating the centrality (in physical space and in civic life) of Helen Renwick to both of those
spheres.

7.2

College Avenue Relocation

An alternative relocation site proposed for the house is to move it to the opposite (east) side of College
Ave., south of 2nd St. Moving the house to this site maintains its visibility along College Ave. and
maintains its setting to some degree, including neighboring houses and landscape features, similar views
to and from the property, etc. If this site is chosen and the relocation is completed according to the
parameters set out in the following section (7.3), the project impacts will be reduced to a less than
significant level.
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Impacts of Relocation

Moving Renwick House off of its current site will result in a loss of historic integrity which may
(depending on the selected new site) result in a significant and unavoidable impact to historic resources.
ARG makes the following recommendations that may be incorporated into mitigation measures (or
alternatives) to address the impacts of relocation of the historic resource. In combination with selection of
the College Ave. site described above (7.2), these measures will reduce the impacts of the relocation to a
less than significant level.
1) With any major change in the house’s location or setting, the property shall be professionally
photographed to record its current location and setting. The images must record the setting of the
house, the appearance of College Ave. with the house in it, and the current condition (interior and
exterior) of the house. Recordation should also focus on the features that will most be affected by
the removal from the original site, such as foundations, steps, porches, etc. Recordation should be
completed by an architectural photographer who is experienced with the documentation of
historic resources.
2) It is assumed that the rear house that is situated behind the main residence will be demolished in
any of the relocation scenarios discussed above. This structure is a historic feature of the
property. Mitigation for its demolition shall include recordation within the scope of documentary
photography described above in #1. The structure should be documented in its architectural
details, in general views, in relationship to the main house, and showing its context within the
property.
3) Measurements shall be recorded that are critical to the accurate reestablishment of the house after
relocation, including the relationship of the ground to the floor line and to the height of porch
floor and steps.
4) The relocation of the house shall be performed according to best practices for the relocation of
historic properties, with guidance from publications from the National Park Service or similar
sources. This includes protection of historic features to minimize damage and any resulting need
for their replacement.
5) The moving and rehabilitation of the property shall meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation. This includes placing it on a new foundation of the same type and height as
the historic foundation. If the material of the foundation is different (e.g., the substitution of
concrete for stone), its external appearance should mimic the historic foundation in its facing
material. Retaining the material of the porch (preferably the actual historic fabric) is also critical
to retaining the historic feeling of the exterior of the building (note that the interior has lost a
great degree of historic feeling, so the exterior is critical to the building’s interpretation).
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6) The setback of the relocated house from College Ave. shall be consistent with that of other
residences of the same era that are located on this section of College Ave. (i.e., First St. to Fourth
St.). While there are currently no residences on the east side of College Ave., the Sanborn Map on
p. 10 shows that the houses that were historically located here had similar or the same setbacks on
both sides of the street.

7.4

Further Recommendations

The following additional recommendations pertain to the aesthetic and historical value of the house to the
College, but are presented separately from the recommendations that address the impacts of the
property’s relocation.
In order for the property to better convey its historical significance, ARG suggests that Pomona College
consider rehabilitation that will return some of the lost historic character to the interior of Renwick
House. These efforts should be limited to the ground floor public areas of the house, concentrated on the
stair hall, living room, and dining room. Rehabilitation of these interiors would include exposing and
refinishing the original wood floors, removing paint from and refinishing the woodwork (at a minimum,
the stair railing and colonnades), and installing light fixtures appropriate to the style and era of the house
in these areas. Due to the greater alterations to the second floor, and its secondary importance within the
house, its rehabilitation would not be considered a priority
To integrate the relocated residence in its new setting, we also recommend moving the large date palm
tree that is located behind Renwick House for incorporation into the new landscape plan, since other date
palms of similar age are a significant feature of the landscape on and around College Ave. Likewise,
while it does not relate to impacts to Renwick House, we recommend that the date palm trees along the
College Ave. sidewalk at the existing site be maintained in the future.
Historical interpretive material based on additional research should be made visibly available in the main
area of the house to explain its original location and its connection to Helen Goodwin Renwick. This
would reinforce the connection with this significant local historical figure and ensure that the historical
association is not lost.

8.
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PURPOSE
Based on the 2004 Facilities and Land
Use Master Plan, Pomona College constructed more than 200,000 square
feet of sciences and academic support
buildings. During a similar period, a renewal program included Seaver South,
Crookshank, Mason and Pearsons Halls,
the Stanley Academic Quadrangle, Smith
Campus Center and student residences.
The 2009 Land Use Planning Study provided direction for the consolidation of
surface parking into structures housing
more than 750 cars. Space in the campus
center was opened for development of
arts programs and an International Center. More than four acres were reclaimed
for new open spaces and for additions
and extensions of pedestrian walkways.
Sontag and Pomona Residence Halls
were constructed on the north campus
with a LEED Platinum certification.
The Pomona College 2015 Campus Master Plan is a guide for campus development supportive of the College’s 2007
Strategic Plan. The Master Plan recommends program implementation with
appropriate building and land uses and
development sites while protecting and
expanding landscape and open spaces.
Flexibility is maintained to accommodate new or unforeseen opportunities.
Pedestrian and vehicular circulation patterns are made clearer. The Master Plan
furthers the College’s commitment to
sustainability and to reductions in energy
consumption and greenhouse gas emis-

sions. It builds on the campus’s heritage
of planning and stewardship, enriching
the campus experience and upholding
the College’s position as a preeminent
institution of higher learning.
ACADEMIC PROGRAM
The College’s 2007 Strategic Plan provides a statement of shared values
and a common vision for the future of
Pomona College. The College continually adapts “to changing technologies,
changing societal pressures and changing flows of history.” The Strategic Plan
is an expression of curriculum, international and community connections,
faculty teaching and research and the
student experience.
CAMPUS PLANNING HERITAGE
In 1908, 105 years ago, the Pomona College Bulletin described Myron Hunt’s
“Recommendations to the City of Claremont and to the Trustees of Pomona College relating to the future development
of the College Campus.” Hunt’s campus
plan remains the foundation for the campus as we know it today. Understanding
the College’s heritage of planning and its
patterns of development reveals a commitment to campus stewardship and to
the spirit and structure of the Plan. This
heritage gives context and purpose to
leadership guiding campus planning and
development through the 21st century.
PLANNING PRINCIPLES
The following Planning Principles represent the rich heritage and foundational
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ideas of the campus landscape and architecture while continuing the College’s
commitment to state-of-the-art learning
and community building facilities:
• Organize program development to
improve the physical attributes of the
campus and to support the residential
College community.
• Expand the open space network. Build
on historical precedents and the hierarchy of open spaces that define a “college in a garden.”
• Extend and connect areas of the pedestrian network for clarity and for
improved connections and pedestrian
safety.
• Identify the College’s heritage buildings, public art and landscapes for their
contribution to the campus framework
and experience.
• Restore foundational elements and the
intentions of the 1908-1921 Heritage
Plans. This effort includes the hierarchical position Bridges Hall of Music is
meant to command on the south edge
of Marston Quadrangle.
• Improve the clarity and identity of
campus districts and programs.

• Renew and expand facilities for the
arts.
– Relocate and expand Museum of Art.
– Replace and expand Thatcher Music
Hall. Observe certain planning guidelines to restore the heritage planning
structure and the hierarchical prominence of Bridges Hall of Music.
– Renovate Rembrandt Hall and construct
a new addition.
– Renovate and expand Bridges Auditorium.
• Provide for expansion and identity of
Student Affairs programs.
– Move Draper Center to 735 Dartmouth.

• Increase visibility and accessibility of
International Center programs.
• Improve College identity and the
visitor arrival experience along Bonita
Avenue from Harvard to Columbia
Avenues.
• Further the College’s commitment to
sustainability and to the reduction of
energy consumption and greenhouse
gas emissions.
MASTER PLAN GOALS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Master Plan describes measures to
accomplish the programmatic needs of
the College over the next 15 years.
• Complete the master planned expansion and renewal of the science facilities.
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– Reconstruct and expand MIllikan Lab.
– Expand Seaver Laboratories.

• Continue renewal and replacement
of student residences for up to 1,560
beds.
– Construct Phase 2 of North Housing
complex.
– Renovate and expand Wig Hall.
– Construct new Second Street Residence
Hall.
• Renew Oldenborg International Center, promoting consolidation, identity
and accessibility of International Center programs.
– Reconstruct and renovate Oldenborg
International Center.
• Renew Rains Center, incorporating
campus planning guidelines and sustainability standards.
– Renovate and reconstruct Rains Center.

POMONA COLLEGE 2015 CAMPUS MASTER PLAN

• Provide for consolidation of certain
administrative functions.
– Construct an Administrative Support
Building on Eighth Street.
OPEN SPACE AND PEDESTRIAN
CIRCULATION
The Master Plan describes the completion of historic pathways and recommends new ones to improve connections
and pedestrian safety. Open spaces are
links and activity nodes in the campus
pedestrian circulation system. The Master Plan open space framework describes
new courtyard spaces at the Hahn/Carnegie Halls, Millikan/Seeley Mudd, and
Thatcher Music Hall. It also describes a
new guest arrival and parking court at
Sumner Hall. New garden or plaza spaces
are planned at North Housing Phase 2,
Oldenborg International Center and West
Entry Plaza at Bridges Auditorium.
The Plan recommends pedestrian safety
measures for intersections and crossings
and traffic calming on College Avenue
and Sixth Street. Bicycle pathways and
safety measures are described.
VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND
PARKING
Significant changes to parking and vehicular circulation were implemented
over the past five years. These changes
provided new open spaces, a more
pedestrian-oriented campus and space
for program development. The College
consolidated parking lots, constructed
parking structures at Athearn Field and

South Campus and opened a south entry
from First Street. Fourth Street, along the
south edge of Marston Quadrangle, and
Second Street are closed to daily traffic.
Fourth Street is reconstructed for safer
pedestrian and bicycle activity and for
consistency with the campus landscape
materials palette. Vacating Dartmouth
Street provided a new open space. A service and emergency access road connects
Columbia Avenue and Sixth Street.
With these improvements in place, the
Master Plan recommendations for vehicular circulation and parking are modest. The Plan continues the practice of
removing or relocating parking lots to
provide for new open space and program
development. Interior campus roadway
improvements provide better emergency
and service access. After these changes, a
surplus of parking spaces remains.
SUSTAINABILITY
The Master Plan underpins sustainable
development. It directs the implementation of measures that most effectively
promote economic, academic/social and
environmental sustainability across the
campus.
The Plan establishes target Energy Utilization Indexes for new construction and
renovations consistent with the College’s
Climate Commitment goals.
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The 2015 Campus Master Plan is the newest in a century-long succession of documents guiding the planning and development of the Pomona College campus.
In 1887, Pomona College was founded
as “a college of the New England type,”
like the finest colleges of the East and
Midwest.
The 1908-1913 plans of Myron Hunt establish a distinctive and lasting foundation for the campus. Nine blocks of the
Claremont street grid, 66 acres of woodlands, and the southern California climate
were Hunt’s canvas for the new campus.
Ralph Cornell overlaid the composition’s
Beaux-Arts symmetry and explicit axial
relationships with a regular, though informal, southern California landscape.
These plans incorporate the first parking
lot, an “Automobile Park,” on the area
now between Bridges Auditorium and
the baseball field.
Richard Dober’s 1978 Centennial Plan
continued the representation of the campus in a landscape. It clarified vehicular
circulation and improved pedestrian access. Bonita Avenue is identified as the
College gateway from Indian Hill Boulevard. Fourth Street and Bonita Avenue
are designated as a vehicular circulation
loop from College Avenue. College Way
is opened from Bonita Avenue to Sixth
Street as a walkway with limited traffic.
A north-south walkway east of Bridges
Auditorium extends from North Hous-

ing and Sixth Street to Second Street. A
Physical Education Center is sited east
of Bridges Auditorium. Stover Walk is
extended into Blanchard Park, the Wash.
The Plan established a “recreation green
belt” for outdoor play fields in the eastern
portions of the Wash, along Mills Avenue.
The Plan provides parking for 1,170
spaces.
The Moule & Polyzoides 2002 Strategic
Master Plan clarifies the south entrance
from First Street, moving the gateway
west from Amherst Avenue to Columbus
Avenue. Fourth Street is closed to vehicular traffic, and it is modeled after Stover
Walk.
The 2009 Land Use Plan describes a
framework for improved program and
open space development, expansion of
the pedestrian experience and greater
clarity and identity of the campus districts. The Plan formalizes the Columbia
Avenue entry from First Street, and it
concentrates parking in a new south
campus structure and athletic field. In the
north campus, parking is concentrated in
a structure below Athearn Field. Parking
lots and roadways are vacated, creating
sites for academic and residential development, new and extended pedestrian
ways and new open spaces.
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FIG 2.1: COLLEGE PROPERTY
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COLLEGE PROPERTY
The Pomona College campus is approximately 140 acres, bounded by First and
Eighth Streets and Harvard, Mills and
Amherst Avenues. College Avenue and
Sixth Street are vehicular arterials passing through the campus. The area east of
College Avenue and south of Sixth Street
is 94 acres, two-thirds of the campus
property.
This area of Marston Quadrangle, with
its majestic planting and a variety of gardens and courtyards, most represents the
“college in a garden.” The area is a mix of
program spaces for the arts, student residences, student life, athletics and administration. Bridges Auditorium, a symbol
of regional engagement, sits near the
geographical center of the campus, at
the east end of Marston Quadrangle. One
of Myron Hunt's finest works, Bridges
Hall of Music, anchors the south edge of
Marston Quadrangle and houses the Hill
Memorial Organ.
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The Wash is the natural foil to Marston
Quadrangle. Today the Wash consists
of about 20 acres of rolling woodlands,
chaparral, meandering trails and the
organic farm.
The heaviest concentration of academic
space is within 24 acres north of Sixth
Street between Harvard and Amherst
Avenues. The area is dominated by
Natural Sciences programs and contains
almost one-half the College's student
residences. Some of the College’s most
notable examples of public art, including James Turrell’s Skyspace in Draper
Courtyard and José Clemente Orozco’s
Prometheus fresco in Frary Dining Hall,
are among this assemblage of science
halls and student residences.
The campus terrain slopes from northeast to southwest at an average 2.5%
grade. The lowest point on the campus
is the corner of First Street and College
Avenue, 70 feet below the north edge of
Athearn Field.
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FIG 2.2: CONTEXT
The Pomona College campus is the
southernmost of the Claremont Colleges,
adjoining Claremont McKenna College
and Claremont Graduate University. It
abuts Claremont Village and residential
neighborhoods along portions of Harvard
and Mills Avenue and Seventh Street.
The campus is roughly square; it can be
traversed in any direction by a ten-minute
walk.

FIG 2.3: PLACE NAMES
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FIG 2.4: BUILDING AND PLACE
NAMES
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NATURAL SCIENCES
1
3
4
5
6
8
9
69

Seaver Biology Laboratory
Seaver Laboratory North
Seaver Laboratory South
Seeley Mudd
Cowart I.T. Building
Millikan Laboratory
Andrew Science Hall
Lincoln and Edmunds Halls

NORTH CAMPUS HOUSING
10
11
12
14
15
16
17.
18
19
77

Walker Residence Hall
Clark V Residence Hall
Smith Tower
Clark I Residence Hall
Frary Dining Hall
Norton Residence Hall
Walton Commons
Lawry Court
Athern Field Parking Structure
Sontag and Pomona Residence Halls

MARSTON QUADRANGLE
25
32
33
34
35
44
45
46
47
49
74

Bridges Hall of Music/LeBus Court
Rains Athletic Center
Smiley Residence Hall
Smith Campus Center
Alexander Hall
Thatcher Music Hall
Museum of Art
Rembrandt Hall
Sumner Hall
Oldenborg International Center
Bridges Auditorium

COLLEGE AVENUE
36
37
12

Pearsons Hall
Crookshank Hall

38
39
40
42
43
63
64
65
66
67

Mason Hall
Hahn Hall
Carnegie Hall
President’s House
Seaver House
Cottage Residence Halls
Renwick House
Baldwin House
Cook House
Sumner House

ATHLETICS
20
30
54

Pauley Tennis Complex
Haldeman Pool
Rogers Tennis Complex

SOUTH CAMPUS HOUSING
53
57
58
59
60
62

Frank Dining Hall
Gibson Residence Hall
Mudd-Blaisdell Residence Hall
Harwood Court
Lyon Court
Wig Residence Hall

COLUMBIA ARTS
51
76
80

Seaver Theatre
First Street Parking Structure
Studio Art

CAMPUS
26
27
55
56
73
K80
B80

Sontag Greek Theatre
Brackett Observatory
Kenyon House
Pendleton Dance and Pool Center
Farm – Agroecology
Pendleton Hall
735 Dartmouth

POMONA COLLEGE 2015 CAMPUS MASTER PLAN

BUI L D I N G
AND PLACE
N A MES
The Pomona College campus consists
of buildings for classrooms and
laboratories, residences, commons, dining,
performance, administration and support.
These buildings total approximately
1,500,000 square feet. Parking structures
at Athearn Field, Cowart I.T Building
and First Street Parking Structure
accommodate 899 spaces, fifty-seven
percent of the total parking.
Open spaces on the campus include:
A Marston Quadrangle
B Blanchard Park – the Wash
C Stanley Academic Quadrangle
D Memorial Courtyard
E Richardson Garden
F Lyon Courtyard
G Bixby Plaza
H Walker Beach
J Wig Beach

FIG 2.5: HERITAGE PLACES
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The architecture of Pomona College is a
collaboration of styles including Classical,
Spanish Revival, Victorian, Italian Romanesque, Post-Modern and Modern. Bridges
Hall of Music and LeBus Court are among
Myron Hunt’s finest career achievements.
Clark Residential Halls, based on heritage
and climate, are exemplary models of the
southern California courtyard style. Frary
Dining Hall is a distinguished integration
of architectural space and artists’ murals.
Bridges Auditorium is a symbol of civic
engagement. Sontag and Pomona Residence Halls, certified LEED™ Platinum,
represent the College’s commitment to the
highest standards for sustainability.
Walks through Marston Quadrangle and
the east-west enfilades that pass through
buildings, gardens and courtyards exemplify the pedestrian experience of the campus. These spatial experiences are unique
to Pomona College.

HERITAGE PLACES
1 Marston Quadrangle
2 Blanchard Park -- the Wash
3 Sontag Greek Theatre
4 Peter W. Stanley Academic
Quadrangle
5 College Gates (Myron Hunt)
6 Memorial Garden
ARCHITECTURALLY DISTINGUISHED
BUILDINGS WITH HISTORIC STATURE
7 Bridges Hall of Music (Myron Hunt)
8 Rembrandt Hall (Myron Hunt)
9 Smiley Hall (Myron Hunt)
10 Carnegie Hall
11 Sumner Hall
BUILDINGS NOTABLE FOR
ESTABLISHING THE DISTINCTIVE
CONTEXT OF POMONA COLLEGE
12 Pearsons, Crookshank, Mason Halls
13 Clarks Residence Halls
14 Frary Dining
15 Harwood Court Residence Hall
16 Smith Campus Center
17 Seaver Theatre
18 Bridges Auditorium
19 Sontag and Pomona Residence Halls

SELECTED PUBLIC ART
A Prometheus, fresco; Jose Clemente
Orozco
B Genesis, painting; Rico Lebrun
C SkySpace, sculpture; James Turrell ‘65
D Pegasus, bronze; Albert Stewart
E Spirit of Excellence, sculpture; Norm
Hines ‘61
F Pomona College Cultural Map, bronze
relief; Gregg LeFevre
G Pastoral Flutist, sculpture; Burt W
Johnson ‘15
H Rainbow Fountain; bronze, Burt W.
Johnson ‘15
J Joie de Vie, statuary; Robert Russin
K Cross Form, sculpture; John Mason
L Untitled (Composition), bench
sculpture; Charles Lawter
M First Principle, sculpture; Norm Hines ‘61
N Untitled, limestone; Charles Lawler
P Constellation (Permanence), bronze;
Enrique Martinez Celaya
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FIG 2.6: MARSTON
QUADRANGLE DISTRICT
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MARSTON QUADRANGLE
DISTRICT
Marston Quadrangle District is the land
area of the historic Pomona College campus described in Myron Hunt’s 1908 Master Plan. The District consists of approximately nine blocks bounded by Sixth
Street, Bonita and Harvard Avenues and
Columbia Avenue. The Claremont street
grid establishes a pattern of connecting
roads and walks through the campus.
The sweeping lawn of Marston Quadrangle, framed by majestic California Sycamores and Coast Redwoods, dominates
this District. In a monumental gesture,
Bridges Auditorium terminates Marston
Quadrangle on its eastern end. College
Avenue and Carnegie Hall bound the
western end of the lawn.
The dimensions and character of Marston Quadrangle were established in
Myron Hunt’s later plans, in 1913. Ralph
Cornell’s 1923 plan introduced a California landscape, presenting the “college in
a garden.” The plan described visual and
14

pedestrian connections based on a formal order of axes and spatial sequences.
The walks through Marston Quadrangle
and the east-west enfilades exemplify
these connections. The power of the
axial relationships between buildings and
open spaces on the north and south sides
of the Quadrangle is experienced on the
pathways between Bridges Hall of Music,
Sumner Hall and Smith Campus Center.
A formal order of gardens, historic architecture, and axes and pedestrian pathways surrounds the Quadrangle to form
the edges of the District.
The Hunt 1908 plan designated the Academic Quadrangle for the sciences. It
was completed within a year of Marston
Quadrangle. Framed by Pearsons Hall of
Science (1899), Crookshank Hall of Zoology and Mason Hall of Chemistry (1923),
the Quadrangle continues the language
of classic formality and axial connections.
The Ralph Cornell, Jamieson & Spearl
Master Plan proposed buildings along the
southern edge of the Stanley Quadrangle
and at the corner of Sixth Street and Col-
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C A MP US
O R G A N I ZAT I O N
A hierarchy of open spaces structures the
campus’s planning framework. Marston
Quadrangle and the Stanley Academic
Quadrangle are formal spaces, traditional
academic landscape orders. The Wash
is rolling terrain and woodlands; it is a
memory of sloping plains descending from
the mountains. The smallest of the open
spaces are gardens and courtyards, which
vary in their degree of formality, definition
and plant materials.
The campus consists of several distinct
districts. The districts are commonly defined by major streets or walks and are
characterized by land use and significant
features.
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FIG 2.7: HOUSING AND DINING
DISTRICTS
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lege Avenue; however, these buildings
were never constructed. Without them,
the Quadrangle is more visible, better
connected to the larger campus. Social
Sciences programs are housed in this
area.
The President’s House, Richardson Garden and Seaver House are in the southwest corner of the District. The eastern
corners are occupied by Oldenborg
International Center and Rains Athletic
Center.
THE WASH
Groves of oak trees and winding pathways characterize the native qualities
of the informal, meandering Wash. The
Wash District, a reminder of the oak
woodlands and grasslands of the southern California landscape, is the largest
portion of natural landscape on the Pomona College campus. It is a retreat for
recreation and reflection, and it often is
a source for nostalgia among alumni. The
Wash stretches between Sixth to First
Streets. Brackett Observatory and Son-

tag Greek Theater, cultural and architectural icons, are suitable interventions in
the landscape. Both are seen on the Myron Hunt plans of 1908. At the south end
of the Wash, openings for the organic
farm are carved from woodlands. Large
swaths of the Wash have been removed
for athletic and recreation fields, tennis
courts and Haldeman Pool. Together with
athletic and recreation fields, the Wash
occupies the eastern third of the campus
grounds.
HOUSING/DINING DISTRICTS
There are two Housing and Dining Districts. One District is in the northeast corner of the Pomona College campus, north
of Sixth Street. Sontag and Pomona Halls
and Athearn Field parking structure,
completed in 2011, are the most recent
additions to this District. The Halls are
LEED Platinum; they are the second residence hall project to receive the designation nationwide. Frary Dining Hall is near
the center of the District. Myron Hunt’s
Smiley Hall, the only residence hall built
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FIG 2.8: NATURAL SCIENCES AND
COLUMBIA ARTS DISTRICTS
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as part of the Architect’s plan, is between
College Way and Rains Athletic Center.
The South Housing and Dining District
lines Bonita Avenue. Harwood Court,
built in 1921, was the first residence hall
for women. Each of the Districts is associated with large open spaces and informal
recreation: Walker Beach and Athearn
Field are in the north, and Wig Beach is in
the south.

is the south entrance to the campus. It is
the address for Studio Art, Seaver Theatre and First Street Parking Structure,
which has a deck-top athletic field. An
extension of Sophomore Walk to First
Street parallels the District. This District
was the last to be developed for program
purposes; it was used for parking earlier.

NATURAL SCIENCES DISTRICT
The Sciences District is north of Marston
Quadrangle, across Sixth Street. Seaver
Laboratories, Millikan Laboratory and
Seeley Mudd flank College Avenue on its
way through the campus. Lincoln and
Edmund Halls and Skyspace in Draper
Courtyard anchor the eastern end of the
Sciences District. The Sciences District
accounts for forty-six percent of the academic square footage on the campus.
COLUMBIA ARTS DISTRICT
The Columbia Arts District is a transition
zone between the formal portions of the
campus and the Wash. Columbia Avenue
16
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destroyed by fire in 1952. Pomona College Timeline
The observatory and greek theatre are just off the drawing to the east.

FIG 2.9: CAMPUS 1923
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FIG 2.10: MYRON HUNT MASTER
PLAN, 1908
Myron Hunt’s Plan for Pomona College is
the foundation for the campus we know
today. The Plan is characterized by the
formal Marston Quadrangle with flanking
buildings and pedestrian ways. Pedestrian
arcades connect the men’s and women’s
residence halls. To the east is the informal Blanchard Park, known today as the
Wash. A 1913 version of the Plan removed
buildings inside Fourth and Fifth Streets.
Marston Quadrangle was opened to current dimensions, for an area totaling more
than five acres.
The simplicity and clarity of Myron Hunt’s
Plan and Ralph Cornell’s formal, axial
overlay, balanced with a native California
landscape, provide an ageless framework
for development of the Pomona College
campus.

The College’s heritage of planning and
its patterns of development reveal the
hundred years of commitment to campus stewardship and to the spirit and
structure of the Plan. This heritage gives
context and purpose to leadership guiding campus planning and development
through the 21st century.
CAMPUS 1923
The major campus buildings of the time
are highlighted on the 1923 Ralph Cornell, Jamieson & Spearl Master Plan.
Holmes Hall (on the site of Alexander
Hall) and Smiley Hall are north of Marston Quadrangle. Alumni Memorial Training Quarters, used for men’s physical
education, and Alumni Field are east of
Smiley Hall.
Capital campaigns of 1913 and 1919
funded significant campus building. Myron Hunt’s Rembrandt Hall and Bridges
Hall of Music were completed 1914-15.
In 1921, Sumner Hall was moved from
the west end of Marston Quadrangle and
reconstructed on its present site, east of

Bridges Hall of Music. Once Sumner Hall
was moved, Marston Quadrangle was
completed in 1923.
Crookshank and Mason Halls (1923)
joined Pearsons Hall to frame the Academic Quadrangle. The Cornell Plan
proposes a botany building at the south
end of the Quadrangle, but Harwood Hall
for Botany (1915) remained, awkwardly,
within the Quadrangle until its demolition in 1968. The Plan suggested still another building at the northeast corner of
the Academic Quadrangle and two more
on either side of the Carnegie Hall. None
of these were built, saving the areas from
excessive density and closure that would
have been counter to Hunt’s rhythmic
dance of open gardens and buildings.
Some fifty years later, the density was
realized north of Sixth Street.
Harwood Court (1921) was built south of
Bonita Avenue as Pomona’s first women’s
residence hall. Claremont Inn (1906),
south of the President’s House, was used
for meeting rooms and student dining.
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FIG 2.11: CAMPUS 1940
1 Bridges Auditorium
2 Edmunds Union
3 Clark Residence Halls and Frary Dining
Hall
4 Blaisdell Residence Hall
5 Harwood Memorial /Olney Dining Hall
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Renwick “Little Gym” and “Big Gym (1899
and 1918) are on the Bridges Auditorium
site, indicated in the Cornell Plan as “Automobile Park.” Brackett Observatory
(1908) and the first construction of Sontag Greek Theatre (1914) are to the east,
off the drawing.
CAMPUS 1940
During the 1930s, the campus square
footage doubled; buildings totaled some
500,000 square feet by the College’s
50th year. Bridges Auditorium (1931)
established a civic scale and presence
consistent with Hunt’s plan for the eastern termination of Marston Quadrangle.
To accommodate the auditorium, “Little
Gym” was moved to the north side of “Big
Gym,” where it remained until destroyed
by fire in 1952.
Memorial Court was built in 1929, completing an ensemble of buildings and gardens envisioned in the Hunt and Cornell
plans. Fortunately, a building shown on
the south end of the Court in both Hunt’s
and Cornell’s plans was never built.
18

After many delays and fund raising efforts, the ballroom and west wing of
Edmunds Union were completed in 1937.
Better known as “the Coop,” the building
immediately became the center of campus life. An addition on the west end of
Rembrandt Hall extended the building to
its current size.
The 1930s saw substantial expansion
in student residences and dining. Clark
Residence Halls and Frary Dining Hall
became the first expansion beyond
Sixth Street. This established the North
Housing District and accommodated
much-needed men’s housing. These
residences, with their simple forms, tight
courtyards and sloping tile roofs attuned
to style and climate, exemplify southern
California architecture. Blaisdell Residence Hall (1936) expanded women’s
housing along Bonita Avenue. Olney Dining Hall (c. 1930) closed the south end of
Harwood courtyard.
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FIG 2.12: CAMPUS 1970
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CAMPUS 1970
There was little construction at Pomona
College in the 1940s. Mudd Hall and Gibson Hall (1947 and 1949) completed the
Mudd-Blaisdell complex, providing additional beds and new dining and study
spaces.
The 1950s and 1960s witnessed expansion in the sciences, arts, student housing and athletic programs. The largest
academic expansion was the Natural
Sciences District with construction of
Seaver Laboratory South and Millikan
Laboratory in 1958. Seaver Laboratory
North followed in 1964. Arts programs
also expanded with construction of the
Montgomery Art Center (1958), Thatcher
Music Hall (1970) and Pendleton Dance
Center (1970).
Memorial Gymnasium, built in memory
of Pomona men and women lost in the
World Wars, was dedicated in 1950. The
Gymnasium included some facilities for
women. An east wing was added to Edmunds Union, enclosing its courtyard.

Mudd Hall (1947), Wig Hall (1959), Oldenborg International Center (1966) and
Frank Dining Hall (1982) were built in
the South Campus Housing District.
Oldenborg damaged the planning structure described in Hunt’s 1913 Plan with
a deliberate, jarring termination to the
east-west pedestrian way that began at
Richardson Garden.
The North Housing District expanded
with Walker Residence Hall and Walker
Commons (1954). Norton Residence Hall
(1956) completed the Clark III and Frary
Dining Hall complex. In early plans for
the men’s residences, Smith Memorial
Tower (1961) was conceived as a campanile on the order of that in Venice’s Piazza San Marco; it terminated the open
courtyard between Clark and Walker
Residence Halls.
Claremont Inn and Harwood Hall for
Botany were demolished in 1968. “Little
Gym” was destroyed by fire in 1952.

POMONA COLLEGE 2015 CAMPUS MASTER PLAN

19

FIG 2.13: CAMPUS 2000
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CAMPUS 2000
The next three decades saw a steady
addition of new facilities, although not
at the pace seen in prior years. Building
activity extended to all corners of the
campus. Along the northern and western edges of the campus, new academic
space included Seeley Mudd (1983), Andrew Science Building, Hahn Hall (1997)
and Albert Thille Botany Building (1976).
Seaver House moved onto the former
Claremont Inn site at Bonita and College
Avenues.
Lawry Court and Walton Commons (1980)
were built in the North Housing District.
Seaver Theatre (1990) was the first building east of Columbia Avenue.
Frank Dining was built in 1982, supplanting Gibson and Olney Dining Halls. The
south side of Harwood Court residences
was reconstructed as Lyon Court, providing additional residences and a new south
closure for the courtyard.
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The landscape north of Marston Quadrangle changed completely in the 1990s.
Both Alexander and Smith Campus Center maintained pieces of the Pomona
heritage. Alexander Hall (1992) replaced Holmes Hall but maintained the
footprint and character of the former
building. Smith Campus Center (1999)
replaced Edmunds Union and preserved
Edmunds Ballroom. Both buildings reinforced the east-west pedestrian way
described in the earliest master plans.
The plan of Smith Campus Center bears
a remarkable resemblance to a building
footprint proposed on the Cornell plan.
Rains Athletic Center (1989) tripled the
space for Athletics while preserving
Memorial Gymnasium. Unlike Alexander
Hall and Smith Campus Center, Rains
was not kind to the campus’s planning
structure. Its large, unarticulated footprint muscled its way onto the campus,
tight against Smiley Hall, and it brought
the east-west pedestrian procession to
an abrupt, unsatisfactory termination.
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FIG 2.14: CAMPUS EDGES
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Outdoor athletic facilities were constructed around the time of Rains Center. They significantly diminished the
natural landscape of the Wash. Strehle
Track, Pauley Tennis Complex and Haldeman Pool were realized over the course
of five years, from 1986 to 1991. Draper
Walk (1989) extends from College Way
to the Pauley Tennis Complex. It connects the indoor and outdoor athletic
venues with a variety of landscape experiences from Draper Plaza through the
Wash.
CAMPUS EDGES
The form, character and scale of the College’s architecture and landscape mark
campus edges along City streets and
neighborhoods.
The nature of these edges and abutting
properties varies according to City and
College context. The south and east
edges of the campus at Mills Avenue
and First Street are defined by buffers
of native planting and fencing. Victorian
houses of substantial scale and interest

form a coherent rhythm and scale along
the first two blocks of College Avenue,
at the southwest corner of the campus.
These houses and their yards and gardens
are interrupted by the Cottage grouping, which is an architectural and siting
anomaly. The houses and cottages share
the block with larger Village structures,
the public library, post office and retail
buildings lining Harvard Avenue. The College architecture at the northwestern
corners of the campus forms a definitive,
formal edge at the residential neighborhoods across Harvard Avenue and
Seventh Street. This transition is most
comfortable when buildings adhere to
the street grid, entrances face the streets,
building massing and scale are articulated
horizontally and vertically and landscape
shapes a cohesive street corridor. The
northeastern corners of the campus intersect with Consortium partners. These
intersections are often abrupt; they are
much less satisfying than the transitions
to the City and neighborhoods on other
edges of the campus.
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FIG 2.15: BUILDING USE

EX I ST I N G
BUI L D I N G U S E

As the City, the College and neighboring
institutions evolve, their connections to
one another change. As change continues, the Master Plan and the College’s
Planning and Design and Open Space and
Landscape Design Guidelines inform a
course of development beneficial to the
interests the College and the community.
EXISTING BUILDING USE
Academic programs are concentrated
in the north and west portions of the
campus, dominated by Natural Sciences.
Approximately forty-six percent of the
College’s academic space is north of
Sixth Street.
Arts programs are in areas south and east
of Marston Quadrangle. These programs
comprise approximately twenty-five
percent of academic space, not including
Bridges Auditorium.

of the student beds. The district south of
Marston Quadrangle contains fifty-three
percent.
Total Existing Area
1,535,000 SF
Academic
701,300 SF
Student Residences
503,200 SF/1,534 beds
Dining and Commons
126,900 SF
Athletics and Recreation
88,700 SF
Administration
79,400 SF
Other
35,600 SF

Residential halls are divided almost
evenly between the north and south
districts. The northern district, including
Smiley Hall, contains forty-seven percent
22
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PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
A succession of landscaped pathways,
quadrangles, gardens, colonnades and
courtyards, punctuated with public art
and fountains, enriches the pedestrian
experience throughout the Pomona College campus. Major pedestrian ways are
long-established, following the pattern
of the City street alignments and formal
axes established in early campus plans.
The 2009 Land Use Plan outlined improvements to enhance the pedestrianoriented campus.
• Consolidate parking to a new parking
structure on Columbia Avenue south of
Seaver Theatre.
• Renovate Fourth Street as a pedestrian
walkway and “managed” vehicular access along the south edge of Marston
Quadrangle.
• Renovate Sophomore Gate pedestrian
way from Bixby Plaza to First Street.
• Renovate Second Street pedestrian
way from College Avenue to Columbia
Avenue.

In addition, new open spaces and pedestrian ways replaced roads and parking at
Dartmouth Avenue between Harwood
Court and Mudd-Blaisdell Halls and at
Bridges Auditorium. Fourth Street is repurposed for pedestrian use with limited
vehicular access.
VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND
PARKING
College Avenue, First Street and Sixth
Street are arterial connectors to the larger Claremont City and the regional street
network. Bonita Avenue is a campus
gateway, providing clear access for firsttime visitor and guest arrival. It is directly
accessible from Indian Hill Boulevard, a
primary arterial into Claremont Village.
Visitor parking is accessed from Bonita
Avenue at Sumner Hall, overlooking
Marston Quadrangle. The Master Plan
describes Bonita Avenue as undergoing
substantial change befitting a gateway:
a new Thatcher Music Hall and Museum
of Art and a renovated Wig Hall at the
College Avenue intersection, and a new
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21

3

College Avenue

23
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35
31

27A
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40

METROLINK
STATION

addition to Rembrandt Hall adjacent to
LeBus Court.
Fourth Street, south of Marston Quadrangle, is a managed street primarily for
pedestrian use with limited access to
vehicles. The street can be opened during
events for guest drop-off and for handicapped parking at Bridges Hall of Music
and Bridges Auditorium. The Amherst
Service Corridor is extended to Sixth
Street from Columbia Avenue to provide
service and emergency access.
Approximately fifty-seven percent of
campus parking is concentrated in three
parking structures: First Street Parking
Structure on Columbia Avenue, Athearn
Field Parking Structure, accessible from
Amherst Street, and Cowart I.T. Building
garage, accessible from Seventh Street.
The remainder of parking is on adjacent
streets and in several small-capacity
parking lots across the campus, including
those at Alexander and Sumner Halls and
on Harrison Street between Harvard and
College Avenues. First Street and Athearn
24

Field Parking Structures are replacement parking for lots closed at Bridges
Auditorium, Oldenborg International
Center, the site for Studio Art, Dartmouth Street between Second Street
and Bonita, lots south of Second Street
and lots displaced by Pomona and Sontag Residence Halls.
Campus parking, including street parking, is 1,575 spaces. This number represents permanent closure of the Seely
Mudd lot (6). The temporary closure
of Kenyon House lot (31) is for Millikan
Laboratory construction surge space.
Space requirements according to
the City Municipal Code are for 1,200
spaces. There now is a surplus of 375
spaces.
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CA M PU S PL A N

3
MASTER PLANNING PRINCIPLES
Organize program development to
improve physical attributes of the campus
and to support the residential College
community.
Expand the open space network. Build on
historical precedents and the hierarchy
of open spaces that define a “college in a
garden.”
Improve the clarity and identity of campus
districts and programs.
Extend and connect areas of the
pedestrian network for clarity and for
improved connections and pedestrian
safety.
Identify the College’s heritage buildings,
public art and landscapes for their
contribution to the campus framework
and experience.
Increase visibility and accessibility of
International Center Programs.
Improve College identity and visitor arrival
experience along Bonita Avenue, from
Harvard to Columbia Avenues.
Further the College’s commitment to
sustainability and to the reduction of
energy consumption and greenhouse gas
emissions.
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A C A D EMI C
PROGRAM

ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND
SPACE NEEDS
The 2015 Master Plan is shaped by the
College’s imperative to constantly adapt
to new circumstances and challenges.
The College has a continuing commitment to the principles of its campus planning heritage.
The College’s 2007 Strategic Plan provides a “statement of shared values and a
common vision for the future of Pomona
College.” The College continues adapting to “changing technologies, changing
societal pressures and changing flows of
history.” The Strategic Plan is an expression of curriculum, international and
community connections, faculty teaching
and research and the student experience.

Additional space needs are the result of
changing teaching pedagogies, student
learning patterns, faculty research and
co-curricular and student life programs.
The Strategic Plan outlines construction
related to the International Center, the
visual and performing arts, the sciences,
health and fitness and student residence
halls and organizations.

The Strategic Plan describes a small,
incremental increase of fifty students in
student enrollment. Such an increase has
little effect on development.
Academic and residential updates and
renewals are the drivers for facilities construction, reconstruction and renovation.
26
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FIG 3.1: MASTER PLAN
DEVELOPMENT

MASTER PLAN
D EVE L O PMENT

MASTER PLAN FACILITIES
DEVELOPMENT
The 2015 Campus Master Plan builds on
planning and design principles that have
guided the campus for more than one
hundred years. It protects the rich heritage of the campus landscape and architecture while continuing the College’s
commitment to state-of-the-art learning
and community building facilities.
Master Plan recommendations describe
new construction and reconstruction and
renovation of campus facilities to accommodate programmatic needs of the
College over the next 15 years. Construction provides new and updated program
spaces for the sciences, the arts, student
housing and student life and athletics
and recreation. The Master Plan outlines
certain infrastructure improvements
including extensions of pedestrian ways
and street crossings. Recommendations
are consistent with the goals of the College to improve the pedestrian experience, to preserve and enhance heritage
sites, to create new open space and to

reinforce the “college in a garden.” Master Plan recommendations accommodate
a projected net demand for approximately 205,000 square feet of additional
program area.
1. Millikan Laboratory reconstruction
and expansion
Reconstruction and expansion of Millikan
Laboratory and renovation of Andrew
Science Hall will provide state-of-the art
program spaces for mathematics, physics
and astronomy. A new sciences courtyard
between Millikan Laboratory and Seeley
Mudd will replace existing parking, and it
will provide a critical link in the pedestrian
experience from Seaver Laboratories to
Skyspace.
2. Draper Center to 735 Dartmouth
Draper Center is in Smith Campus Center.
As the Draper Center program expanded,
space constraints within Smith Campus
Center caused program elements to be
separated and additional expansion to
be difficult. Renovation and restoration
of 735 Dartmouth provide Draper Cen-
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FIG 3.2: FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT

MA ST ER P L A N
FA C I L I T I ES
D EVEL O P M E N T

ter with an identifiable home base and
contiguous space for current and future
program needs.
3. North Housing Phase 2
Sontag and Pomona Residence Halls,
Phase 1 of the new North Housing
complex, were completed in 2011 with
LEED Platinum certification. Phase 2 will
continue the housing upgrade and conform to high standards for sustainability.
Phase 2 is approximately 75 beds, replacing Lawry Court residences. Walton
Commons will be removed and the existing program relocated.
4. Thatcher Music Hall reconstruction
and expansion
Thatcher Music Hall reconstruction is a
phased replacement and expansion of
the music programs, including the recital
hall, the band room and a new World Music performance space. Museum of Art
will be demolished to accommodate an
expansion of Thatcher Music Hall at the
corner of Bonita and College Avenues, a
gateway to the College.
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The north wing of Thatcher Music Hall
denies heritage planning concepts for
South Marston, and it diminishes Bridges
Hall of Music. Reconstruction of Thatcher
according to setbacks along Fourth
Street reestablishes the continuous open
parterre south of the pedestrian way.
The open parterre and expanded sideyard separation from Thatcher restores
the primacy, visibility and generous
landscape setting intended for Bridges
Hall of Music. The side-yard opens views
from Fourth Street to Lyon Court and
Rembrandt Hall. Reconstruction and
expansion of Thatcher Music Hall accommodates the removal of the concrete
mechanical equipment bunker; Lyon
Court is enlarged to engage Bridges Hall
of Music in an open space composition
with Thatcher Music and Rembrandt
Halls.
The Thatcher Music Hall reconstruction
and expansion should adhere to certain
guidelines.
-Setback from the Fourth Street walkway:
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Site parcels for facilities development:
1 Millikan Laboratory reconstruction and
expansion
2 Draper Center to 735 Dartmouth
3 North Housing Phase 2
4 Thatcher Music Hall reconstruction
and expansion
4A Rembrandt Hall renovation and
addition
5 Museum of Art
5A Renwick House relocation
6 Bridges Auditorium renovation and
expansion
7 International Center reconstruction and
renovation
8 Wig Hall renovation and reconstruction
9 Rains Center renovation and
reconstruction
10 Eighth Street Administration Building
11 Seaver Laboratories expansion
12 Second Street Residence Hall

PHOTO
Lyon Court, Bridges Hall of Music

space, collections storage, administrative
space and state-of-the-art environmental
controls.
The site is on the seam between the College and Claremont Village. It is adjacent
to the Public Library, Shelton Park and
the Community Performance Stage, well
positioned for a civic purpose. Bonita Avenue is the long-standing western gateway to the College from North Indian Hill
Boulevard.

North face of Bridges Hall of Music portico.
-Dimension between Bridges Hall of Music
portico and a structure north of Lyon
Courtyard: Minimum 60 feet.
-Setback from Bonita Avenue: South face
of LeBus Court.
-Setback from College Avenue curb: Minimum 40 feet.
-Building height: Two stories with eave
lines no higher than those of the Bridges
Hall of Music.
-Clear visual and axial continuation of the
east-west pedestrian way through the
site.
4A. Rembrandt Hall renovation and
addition
With the completion of Studio Art on
Columbia Avenue, the 1958 addition to
Rembrandt Hall facing Bonita Avenue will
be removed, and it will be replaced with a
new addition. This addition will be consistent with the architectural character and
scale of Rembrandt Hall, and it will provide a new face to the street. Rembrandt
Hall will be renovated and restored. The
addition and renovation will house an
expanded music program.
5. Museum of Art expansion
Museum of Art is housed in a 1958 facility
that no longer supports the Museum’s expanding academic and community outreach mission. Meeting its mission and
contemporary accreditation standards
requires additional and flexible exhibit

Architectural character, scale, and massing, rather than a specific architectural
style, are critical considerations for the
successful development on this site. The
Museum building should adhere to certain guidelines.
-Building height: Two stories, or maximum
35 feet to cornice line or building parapet.
-Building setback from College Avenue curb
line (not the curb cut): 40 feet.
-Building setback from Bonita Avenue and
Second Street curb line: 30 feet.
5A. Renwick House Relocation
Renwick House will be relocated to a site
east of College Avenue, between First and
Second Streets. The house will maintain
its visibility and contextual setting to College Avenue, with similar setbacks and
generous side-yard spaces.
6. Bridges Auditorium renovation and
expansion
The renovation of Bridges Auditorium will
reconfigure the interior to improve sight
lines and to correct acoustics and building systems. Expansion to the east will
accommodate support spaces and arts
programs.
7. International Center reconstruction
and renovation
Oldenborg International Center will be
renovated and reconstructed to accommodate an expanded International Center
with improved access and a new International Center plaza. The project will
upgrade student residences, consolidate
programs and provide for completion
of the east-west enfilade through the
site.
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FIG 3.3: OPEN SPACE
DEVELOPMENT

MA ST ER P L A N
O P EN SPA CE
D EVEL O P M E N T

8. Wig Hall renovation and reconstruction
The renovation and reconstruction of Wig
Hall will provide renewed and expanded
student residences.
9. Rains Center renovation and reconstruction
Rains Center, constructed in 1989, will be
renovated and reconstructed for updated
athletic and recreational program space.
The upgrade includes adherence to campus planning and design criteria and to
sustainability standards.
10. Eighth Street Administration
Building
A new administrative support building
provides space for consolidation and
relocation of administrative functions in
Alexander Hall and other locations on
the campus. Vacated space in Alexander
Hall will accommodate new or expanded
Student Life programs centered in Smith
Campus Center.
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11. Seaver North and South Laboratory
expansion
Expansion of classrooms and offices to
the east end of both buildings.
12. Second Street Residence Hall
New student residences for approximately 60 beds at Second Street.
OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT
Open spaces are vital links and activity
nodes in the campus pedestrian circulation system. Courtyards, gardens, plazas
and quadrangles are identified with places and districts. Campus Open Space and
Landscape Guidelines describes character
and materials for open space design.
Open spaces development associated
with building projects includes:
A. New courtyard between Millikan Laboratory and Seeley Mudd.
B. Completion of the garden at North
Housing Phase 2.
C. Renewal and expansion of Lyon Court
at Thatcher Music Hall.
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FIG 3.4: BUILDING USE

MASTER PLAN
B UIL D ING U S E

Master Plan program areas. Numbers in
parenthesis indicate change from existing.
Total Master Plan Area
1,740,600 SF (+206,000 SF)
Academic
804,500 SF (+103,200 SF)
Student Residences
556,500 SF/ 1,560 beds (+26 beds)
Dining and Commons
148,200 SF (+21,400 SF)
Athletics and Recreation
9 6 , 4 00 SF (+7 , 7 00 S F )
Adm i ni s trati on
9 9 , 4 00 SF (+20, 000 S F )
O th er
3 5 ,600 SF

D. New forecourt/entry plaza at Rains
Center. Resolution of the east-west
pedestrian axis. Draper Walk improvements, with connections to the north
courtyard at Bridges Auditorium.
E. New public plaza, entry courtyard
and gardens at Oldenborg International
Center. Extension of the east-west pedestrian axis.
F. New entry courtyard at Eighth Street
Administration Building.
Open space, landscape and pedestrian
way initiatives not associated with a
specific building project:
G. Bridges Auditorium Entry Plaza and
College Way renewal.
H. New landscape for guest arrival and
parking court at Sumner Hall. Improved
access from Sumner Hall to Memorial
Courtyard.
J. New courtyard/plaza at the north side
of Bridges Auditorium.
K. New landscape for the Hahn/Carnegie
Hall courtyard.
L. The Wash renovation and restoration.

BUILDING USE
Academic programs account for fifty
percent of the increased square footage
outlined in the Master Plan.
Reconstruction of Millikan Laboratory
and expansion of Seaver Laboratories add
22,000 square feet of academic program
in the Natural Science District.
The largest increase in academic program
area is in South Campus. Additions to
Bridges Auditorium and Rembrandt Hall,
reconstruction of Thatcher Music Hall and
Oldenborg International Hall and a new
Museum of Art add approximately 84,000
square feet, eighty-two percent of all academic space additions.
Student bed count increases in the southern district with construction of Second
Avenue Residential Hall. The total student
residences bed count for the campus increases to 1,560.
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FIG 3.5: PEDESTRIAN
CIRCULATION

MA ST ER P L A N
P ED EST R I A N
C I R C UL AT I O N

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
Clarity and entirety of the pedestrian
pathway system are foundations of the
campus plan, supporting the principles of
a pedestrian-oriented campus and district
identity. The Master Plan describes the
completion of historic pathways, and it
recommends new pathways based on previous patterns.
• A new courtyard space between Millikan Laboratory and Seeley Mudd.
With new access from College Avenue,
the courtyard is part of a continuous
Sciences District pedestrian way from
Seaver Laboratories to Draper Courtyard and Skyspace.
• Oldenborg International Center reconfiguration to accommodate a new entry
plaza and continuation of the east-west
enfilade from Sumner Hall to Studio Art
and the Wash.
• As part of a Rains Center renovation
and reconstruction, a new courtyard
that engages and receives the east-west
32

enfilade from Smith Campus Center
through Smiley Hall. Enhance Draper
Walk south of Rains Center by expanding the walkway and by increased
transparency between the walkway
and building activities.
• A pedestrian pathway from the Stanley
Academic Quadrangle, through the
Hahn/Carnegie Courtyard provides
clarity to north-south connections in
the West Marston District.
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
The new south entrance at First Street
leading directly to the parking structure
diverts daily commuters and some events
traffic from College Avenue. This access,
the closing of Dartmouth Street and the
daily closing of Fourth Street reduce
traffic through campus.
College Avenue and Sixth Street are
still heavily traveled, often by drivers
unfamiliar with pedestrian patterns:
pedestrian safety remains a major
concern.
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FIG 3.6: PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS

MASTER PLAN
P E D E STR IAN
SAFE TY
Locations for pedestrian crossing improvements:
M College Avenue and Sixth Street
intersection
N College Avenue and Stover Walk
crossing
P College Avenue and Fourth Street
intersection
Q College Avenue and Bonita Avenue
intersection
R College Avenue and Second Street
intersection
S Sixth Street crossing at Smith Campus
Center and Andrew Science Hall
T College Way and Sixth Street
intersection
U Sixth Street crossing at Sophomore Gate

A marked, mid-block pedestrian crossing exists on College Avenue at Harrison
and Stover Walk. A marked pedestrian
crossing and stop sign are at Sixth Street
at College Way. Other observed pedestrian crossing locations are noted on
the plan. These locations most often are
determined by mid-block building entries
and by pedestrian desire lines between
destinations. While more detailed studies are necessary to determine the need
or advisability of marked pedestrian
crossings, measures to be considered
for pedestrian safety at these locations
include adequate lighting, bulb-outs, accessible curb ramps, parking restrictions,
pavement legends for pedestrians and
advanced warning signs at the campus
zones.
BICYCLE CIRCULATION
Bicycles on the Pomona College and
other Claremont College campuses are
increasing in number. Various programs
encourage their use. The Pomona College
Green Bike and bike check-out programs

provide free bicycles to students, bicycle
maintenance and repair for members of
the college community and bike-related
workshops and events. The College is
adding bike racks throughout the campus. A 2011 Pomona College student
study of bicycle use on the campus
identified routes, needs for on-campus
bicycle racks and areas of safety concern.
The City of Claremont has a robust Bike
Plan for City and regional bikeways and
bicycle parking.
Within the campus, bicycles and vehicles
share Bonita and Columbia Avenues. Bicycle use of sidewalks adjacent to these
streets should be discouraged. Bicycles
and pedestrians share major on-campus
pathways. The width and regularity of
these pathways, traffic flow, bicycle density and programs for bicycle safety mitigate the need for separated bike lanes on
campus pathways. The major pathways
are:
• Stover Walk between College Avenue
and College Way.
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FIG 3.7: BICYCLE CIRCULATION

MA ST ER P L A N
BI C Y C L E
C I R C UL AT I O N

• Fourth Street between College Avenue
and Sophomore Walk.
• Second Street between College Avenue
and First Street Parking Structure.
• College Way between Bonita Avenue
and Sixth Street.
Should bicycle density increase significantly, pathways are of sufficient width
to accommodate one-way striping integrated with the pathway surface.
The campus bikeways connect to City
streets with on-street striped lanes (Class
II) or on-street signed bicycle routes
(Class III). For safety, “Bikes Stop” warnings, should be placed at certain on-campus pedestrian walks/bikeways as they
intersect City streets:
• College Way at Sixth Street.
• Sophomore Walk at both sides of Sixth
Street.
• Second Street at College Avenue.
• Fourth Street at College Avenue.
“Bikes Caution” as signage or pavement
markings should be placed at College
34

Way approaching Fourth Street from the
north.
VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND
PARKING
Major roadways that intersect the Pomona
College campus remain unchanged. Consistent with improved pedestrian access,
the Master Plan describes minor changes
to the interior road network. Minor changes to parking locations and counts are the
result of development, additional open
space and improved pedestrian access.
Automobile trip reduction:
The College instituted programs to reduce
the number of cars on campus, reduce
automobile trips and reduce single-occupancy commuting. These programs and
initiatives include:
• Green Bikes fleet.
• Folding bike check-out for use with public transportation.
• Transit guide for local public transportation.
• Clarity of bicycle lanes, new bicycle
racks and storage.
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FIG 3.8: VEHICULAR
CIRCULATION AND PARKING

VE H IC ULAR
C IRC UL ATION
AND PARK ING
TABLE 3.1: MASTER PLAN PARKING
COUNTS
LOT

LOCATION

COUNT

PUBLIC STREETS
2

Sixth Street

21

3

College Avenue

23

4E

Seventh Street

15

4W

Seventh Street

21

5

Harvard Avenue

12

14

Columbia Avenue

10

17

Harvard Avenue

23

18

Fourth Street

14

19

College Avenue

40

27

College Avenue

43

27A

Alley

14

39

Mills Avenue

69

40

First Street

78

Total Public Streets

383

OFF STREET LOTS
1

Seaver North/South

14

11

N. Housing/Amherst

90

15

Harrison Street

67

16

Hahn/Carnegie

16

20

Alexander Hall

20

25

Seaver House

14

28

Bonita (Private)

32

29

Sumner Hall

38

31

Kenyon House

20

Total Off Street

311

PARKING GARAGES
8

Cowart I.T.

126

13

Athearn Field

165

35

First Street

608

Total Parking
Garages

899

TOTAL ALL PARKING

1,593

PARKING SURPLUS

+393

• Improved pedestrian connections.
• Zip car program, rentable van (the
“Sagehen”) and bus (the “Sagecoach”),
local shuttle and faculty and staff rideshare program.
• Faculty rental and home loan program
units within one-mile of campus.
• First-year students not allowed to
bring cars to campus.
• Additional on-campus housing.
Master Plan recommendations for
roadways:
An access road from Second Street to
the Kenyon House parking lot provides
emergency access and service for the
new Second Street Residence Hall, Kenyon and Renwick Houses and Pendleton
Dance and Pool Center. The Second
Street pedestrian way is access for service and emergency vehicles for its full
length, from College Avenue to Columbia
Avenue.

Master Plan recommendations for
parking:
• Parking for 20 spaces is restored at the
Kenyon House parking lot.
• Parking for two spaces is removed at
Harrison Street (15) for the construction of a new pedestrian way from the
Stanley Academic Quadrangle to the
Hahn/Carnegie court.
Parking space removal to accommodate
pedestrian crossings will be determined
with specific designs.
The net number of parking spaces,
before accommodation for mid-block
pedestrian crossings, is 1,593, an added
18 spaces. Space requirements according
to the City Municipal Code are for 1,200
spaces. There is a surplus of approximately 393 spaces.
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FIG 3.9: DESIGN GUIDELINE
DISTRICTS
The districts are:
1. Marston Quadrangle
2. The Wash
3. East Columbia Avenue
4. South Residence Hall and Wig Beach
5. The Victorians and Cottages
6. Sciences
7. North Housing

C A MP US
D ESI G N A N D
PLANNING
G UI D EL I N ES

CAMPUS PLANNING AND DESIGN
GUIDELINES
Campus Planning Guidelines and Open
Space and Landscape Guidelines are
advisory documents for the campus
community, design professionals and
contractors.
The College’s legible planning framework
and its buildings, landscapes, places and
works of art distinguish the campus. The
residential college community and the
physical attributes of the campus create
the “Experience of Pomona College.” A
designer who understands these distinguishing elements is better prepared to
explore innovative solutions that build on
and enrich the experience. Campus Planning Guidelines helps in this understanding describing certain expectations for
planning buildings and open spaces on
the Pomona College campus.
Guidelines is organized around campus
districts described by architectural characteristics and programs and by specific
elements of the campus planning struc36

ture. Guidelines describes Context for
each district, followed by Intent and expectations for development sites within
the district. Context descriptions include
the planning framework, distinctive
architecture or landscape elements and
relationships to other districts and the
Claremont community. Guidelines highlights additional expectations, such as
adherence to elements of the planning
framework or special opportunities for
sustainable development.
OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPE
GUIDELINES
Open Space and Landscape Guidelines
includes descriptions and analysis of
existing campus open space character.
It provides a framework for renovations
of existing spaces and for future project
development. Landscape Guidelines
recommends measures to preserve and
enhance the existing hierarchy, provide
a unified campus image and landscape
identity, improve connectivity and spatial progressions, preserve and enhance
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FIG 3.10: LANDSCAPE ZONES
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Campus Trees
Trees are the College’s most important
landscape resource, defining the campus
character and its spatial attributes. The
landscape structure of the campus was
established in Ralph Cornell’s 1923 Landscape Master Plan. The plant palette described in the Open Space and Landscape
Guidelines reinforces or augments that
structure. Trees removed for any reason
normally are replaced with a similar species or one that has been identified in the
plant palette. The College’s inventory consists of approximately 3,200 trees.

historic landscapes and address issues of
sustainability.
Landscape Guidelines describes three
landscape zones for the campus:
The Formal Landscape Zone is characterized by formal, structured gardens
and Quadrangles. The campus heritage
plant palette consists of traditional plant
material, with extensive use of California
native plants and shades of green. This
palette finds its typical expression in
Marston Quadrangle.
The Informal Campus Zone is associated with student life areas such as
residences, dining facilities or academic
courtyard spaces. Organizing systems
in informal zones are subordinate to
the expression of the formal campus
organization. Adjacent architecture or
landscape drives hardscape and planting forms and materials. Edges and
lines may be geometric, or they may be
softer, more natural. The planting style
of the informal zones uses the campus

heritage palette, tying the campus
zones together while expanding the
palette with colorful trees, shrubs and
ground covers.
The Natural Campus Zone derives its
character from the Wash. Undisturbed
portions of the Wash are significant
examples of natural, native landscapes;
they are of cultural and ecological
importance. The Zone is casual, with
meandering or mounding forms that
lend themselves to unstructured usage. Edges have softer boundaries. The
plant palette is California’s native plant
community immediately surrounding
Claremont: chaparral, Oak woodland,
grassland and riparian woodlands.
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FIG 3.11: SUSTAINABILITY

MA ST ER P L A N
SUSTA I N A BILI T Y

FOUNDATIONS FOR
SUSTAINABILITY
The Master Plan is a strategic underpinning for sustainable development. It
guides the implementation of measures
that most effectively promote economic,
academic/social and environmental sustainability across the campus.
The Master Plan builds on the 2009 Land
Use Plan. That plan outlined removal of
parking from the center of the campus
and concentration of parking in structures at campus edges. Reclaimed parking lots are used for program and open
space development and for an expanded
pedestrian network.
The Master Plan continues open space
and pedestrian ways development and
an increased but controlled density.
These elements promote academic/social sustainability, contributing to pedestrian safety, better opportunities for connections and interchanges and improved
program visibility and identity. Additional
on-campus student housing furthers
38

academic and social sustainability goals.
Environmental sustainability is advanced.
The reuse of previously developed sites
reduces heat islands, protects and expands the campus’s heritage landscape
and provides for better on-site water
management. Building replacement and/
or re-purposing are opportunities for
energy and greenhouse gases reduction.
The Master Plan establishes a basis for
campus-scale energy efficiency and carbon reduction.
Economic sustainability is realized
through campus-wide strategies for reductions in purchased energy, the leveraging of renewable resources, infrastructure efficiencies and domestic, landscape
and storm water management.
The Master Plan is a companion document to the College’s Campus Planning
Guidelines, Open Space and Landscape
Guidelines, Design and Landscape Guidelines, Green Buildings Standards and Climate Action Plan.
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The Master Plan forms a foundation for
sustainability:
• Reuses previously developed sites.
• Reclaims parking lots and previously
developed land for program and open
space development.
• Increases site permeability.
• Reduces heat islands.
• Protects existing open spaces.
• Consolidates building footprints.
• Establishes a basis for campus-scale
energy efficiency and carbon reduction.
• Maintains a compact campus, encouraging social interaction and connectivity.
• Encourages pedestrian and bicycle use
on campus.
• Reduces vehicular and pedestrian
conflicts.
• Provides for additional housing on the
campus.
• Supports a reduction of automobile
trips.
• Clarifies landscape structure. Reinforces a hierarchy of landscape zones.
• Provides a foundation for improved
water resources management.

PHOTO: Sontag Residence Hall

Energy and Greenhouse Gas
Reduction
Building operations consume most of
the College’s purchased fossil-based
energy. Operations is the largest source
of campus greenhouse gases emissions. Natural gas and electricity for
campus facilities account for more than
ninety-eight percent of the College’s site
emissions. The cost of purchased fuels
exceeds $3 million. Source: 2009 Climate
Action Plan Inventory and 2009 Pomona
College Energy Inventory.
Reducing energy consumption in buildings is the first act toward reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and toward
managing the costs of purchased fuels.
The College’s goal of reducing emissions
by twenty percent in 2020 and seventyfive percent by 2050 is attainable only by
an equal or greater reduction in building
fossil fuel consumption. Reductions are
approximately proportional; they vary
according to the energy source portfolios of the providers.
The baseline for consumption of purchased energy is the College’s 2009
Climate Action Plan Carbon Inventory.
During the 2007-2008 academic year,
College buildings consumed more than
170 billion Btu of gas and electricity.
ENERGY RESOURCE PLANNING
Energy Utilization
The Energy Utilization Index (EUI) indicates the total energy required to oper-

ate a building for its purpose. The EUI is
expressed as thousands of Btu per gross
square feet of enclosed building (kBtu/
sf). The EUI for buildings varies widely, as
almost every aspect of a building design
or location affects energy use. Achieving
the College’s goals for energy and greenhouse gas reductions requires a campuswide effort to substantially lower energy
use. The renovation of existing buildings requires updating whole building
systems, building envelopes and, often,
design modifications. Improved energy
utilization is the most significant leverage
for investments in renewable resources
and for reductions in greenhouse gases
emissions.
Energy Budgets
Energy Utilization Indices are used to express finite Energy Budgets (EnB). These
Budgets, used as design parameters for
new and renovation building designs, are
central to energy resources planning and
for achieving long-term energy reductions. The target EnB for a building is
determined by an assessment of past and
current industry metrics for energy consumption, by building type and program,
year of construction and by whether the
building is constructed new or renovated.
Energy budgets are reduced over time,
accounting for improved design processes and building technologies.
Campus Energy Resources
Modeling and Implementation
The Master Plan includes strategies to
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PHOTO: Sontag Residence Hall, rooftop
solar panels

mitigate the effect of projects on energy
use and greenhouse gas emissions. To
develop these strategies, the Master Plan
uses Campus Energy Resource Modeling. The Model is a planning tool used
to develop measurable implementation
strategies for reducing purchased energy
and greenhouse gases and the risks associated with cost increases and availability.
The Model is developed using a range of
EnB for each project in the Implementation Plan, Table 4.1, and adjusted according to College goals for energy reduction
and for desired levels of Master Plan
development mitigation. The EnB for
Master Plan facilities projects and other
renovations or reconstructions is outlined
in the Pomona College Green Buildings
Standards.
Implementation of Table 4.1 projects is
targeted to reduce purchased energy a
minimum of five percent below 2011-2012
levels, contributing to cost savings and
the larger College goals for greenhouse
gas reduction.
The following principles apply to the
implementation of energy reduction
strategies:
• Using integrated, evidence-based programming and design process for all
new, renovated or replacement buildings on the campus, including life-cycle
and systems-based cost evaluation and
investment modeling.
• Establishing Energy Budgets (EnB) for
each building project.
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• Exploiting the benefits of the Claremont climate.
• Initiating energy modeling early in the
design process, with regular modeling
updates as design progresses.
• Instituting third-party building commissioning and regular re-commissioning.
• Installing metering and building management systems.
• Managing and adjusting systems to
optimize energy performance.
• Continuing user and building manager
education training to limit adverse
behavioral effects on energy use.
• Designing and constructing building renovations and replacements to
time-in-place standards.
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES
Storm Water Management
The College’s goal is to implement
strategies using natural resources to
mitigate runoff and capture rainwater
at its source. These measures enable
groundwater recharge, reduce runoff
flow, provide for the treatment of runoff
and reduce the need for conventional
storm water infrastructure. Pomona College Green Building Standards requires
that post-development peak runoff be
equal to or less than pre-development
runoff. Rainfall from rooftops and impervious surfaces is collected and transported to detention areas for infiltration
or retention. The design of stormwater
management systems includes these
assumptions:
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FIG 3.12: INFRASTRUCTURE FIRE HYDRANT LOCATIONS

MASTER PLAN
UTIL ITIES
INFRASTRUCTURE

• Open space development integrates
swales and retention basins or other
measures to retain rainwater on-site
for natural evaporation and percolation into groundwater.
• Claremont’s pervious soils are used to
advantage.
• Bio-retention and vegetated swales
are used in expanded natural areas.
• Curbs and gutters are replaced by
permeable curbs of gravel, grass or
vegetated swales.
• The Wash is a place for groundwater
recharge.
Irrigation
Irrigation is the largest water use on
campus, accounting for more than half
of all usage. Campus irrigation systems
are designed to reduce water use. The
irrigation systems use advanced equipment including daily weather data, rain
gauge shut-off, increased drip irrigation,
reduced watering schedules and pressure regulators. An on-going turf re-

placement program resulted in removal
of more than two acres of turf in 20092011, which was replaced with mulch and
drought-tolerant plants.
The Ralph Cornell Society of Native Landscapers is a student club organized to
promote drought-resistant and native
Southern California plants on campus.
Exterior Lighting
The College uses a uniform style of site
lighting fixtures for pedestrian pathways
and minor roads throughout the campus.
Light fixtures along Stover Walk exemplify this style. These fixtures replace a variety of styles that were inconsistent with
campus identity, had low energy and efficiency ratings and failed to meet criteria
for sustainability. The new fixtures are
high-performance, energy-efficient and
conform to “dark sky” principles of glare
reduction or elimination. Unshielded uplighting for building exterior illumination
and exterior signage is avoided.
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PHOTO: Pedestrian light fixture, highperformance and energy-efficient, conforms
to “dark sky” principles of glare reduction or
elimination.

UTILITIES INFRASTRUCTURE
Systems for power, gas, water and sewer
are adequate for current needs. To better
manage power consumption, buildings
are being individually metered. In association with facilities and open space
development and renewal, the College
upgrades and maps utilities infrastructure systems throughout the campus.
Fire Protection
On-campus fire protection systems are
supplied by Golden State Water mains.
Fire hydrants are located throughout the
campus.
Storm Water
Development is subject to National Pollutant Discharge System requirements
and applicable water quality management programs. New facilities require
Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation
Plans, Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plans and Best Management Practices.

Gas
Southern California Gas Company delivers gas for campus heating, air conditioning and cooking appliances.
Electrical
Southern California Edison bundles power services to all the colleges through a
single meter for Claremont Consortium
Central Facilities Services. Meters on the
Pomona College campus are for Consortium billing.
Campus electrical power originates from
the substation at the southwest corner
of Sixth Street and Mills Avenue. Feeder
lines distribute power underground. The
power grid is operated and managed by
Central Facilities Services. All major college buildings and projects operate from
this grid. Power for residential properties
is purchased from the local utility.

Sanitary Sewer
The City of Claremont maintains jurisdiction over sanitary sewer lines in the
streets. Most lines are in Second and
Sixth Streets, College Avenue and the
mid-block alley between College and
Harvard Avenues. The flow is to outlets
in First Street trunk lines. Sanitary sewer
lines from Seaver Biology Laboratory,
parts of Seaver Laboratory North and the
buildings in the Academic Quadrangle
flow west to Fifth and Sixth Streets.
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FIG 4.1: FACILITIES
DEVELOPMENT

MA ST ER P L A N
FA C I L I T I ES
D EVEL O P M E N T

Master Plan recommendations describe
14 building projects. The projects are new
construction and building reconstruction
(removal and construction of all or significant portions of an existing building).
The projects address requirements for
expanded or upgraded program space,
improvements to the campus planning
framework and pedestrian experience,
and to the College’s commitment to sustainable practices.
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Reconstruction

Site - Existing Use

1. Millikan/Andrew
Labs

Millikan Lab and
parking lot

2. 735 Dartmouth

735 Dartmouth

4. Thatcher Music
Center

Thatcher Music
Center and
Montgomery Art
Center

4A. Rembrandt
Hall Addition

Montgomery Studio
Art addition

6. Bridges
Auditorium

Bridges Auditorium

7. International
Center

Oldenborg Center
and parking lot

New
Construction

Site - Existing Use

8. Wig Hall

Wig Hall

3. North Housing
Phase 2

Lawry Court and
Walton Commons

9. Rains Center

Rains Center

5. Museum of Art

Cottages

10. Eighth Street
Administration
Building

735 Dartmouth and
parking lot

11. Seaver Labs
Addition

Seaver Labs

12. Second Street
Residence Hall

Parking Lot

Relocation

Site - Proposed

5A. Renwick House

To east of College
Avenue at Second
Street
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TABLE 4.1: FACILITIES PROJECTS
Parcel

Program

Existing
GSF

GSF
Removed

Proposed
GSF

Change
GSF

Construction

61,200
Millikan and
Andrew
3,200
Duplicating

45,900
Millikan
and
3,200
Duplicating

74,900
Millikan and
Andrew

10,500

2,300

0

2,300

0

Renovation and addition: One floor and
basement.

17,500
Lawry Court
2,800
Walton
Commons

20,300

36,000

15,700

New construction: Two/three floors and
basement. Removal of Lawry Court
Residence Hall and Walton Commons.

1

Millikan/Andrew Labs
Classrooms, labs, offices,
planetarium, courtyard

2

735 Dartmouth
Draper Center

3

North Housing Phase 2
Approximately 75 beds,
common space

4

Thatcher Music Hall
Classrooms, practice rooms,
studios, recital hall, band
room, library

34,100 Thatcher
8,200 MOA

42,300

48,000

5,700

Reconstruction: Two floors and basement. Demolition of existing Montgomery Art Center.

4A

Rembrandt Hall Renovation
and Addition
Classrooms, offices, studios

17,300

8,300
Addition

18,000

700

Renovation and addition: Two floors
and basement. Demolition of existing
Studio Art addition.

5

Museum of Art
Galleries, offices, classrooms

4,400

4,400

40,000

35,600

5A

Renwick House Relocation

3,300

0

3,300

0

6

Bridges Auditorium
Performance, studios, classrooms

59,700

0

85,000

25,300

Renovation and three-floor addition.

7

International Center
Residence hall, dining, International Center

78,600

0

106,000

27,400

Reconstruction and renovation: Two/
three floors and basement.

8

Wig Hall
Student residences

28,900

0

35,000

6,100

Renovation and addition: Two/three
floors and basement.

9

Rains Center
Athletics and recreation

82,300

0

90,000

7,700

Renovation and reconstruction: Two
floors and basement.

10

Eighth Street Administration
Building
Offices, meeting and conference

2,300

2,300

35,000

32,700

New construction: Two floors and basement. Removal of 735 Dartmouth.

11

Seaver North and South
Classrooms, offices

0

0

8,000

8,000

New construction: Two floors and
basement fronting College Avenue.

12

Second Street Residence Hall
60 beds, commons, recreation

0

0

30,000

30,000

New construction: Two/three floors and
basement.

406,100
GSF

126,700
GSF

611,500

205,400
GSF

Totals

GSF

Reconstruction and renovation: Two
floors and basement. New courtyard.
Duplicating is removed to accommodate an expanded courtyard entry.

New construction: Two floors and basement. Removal of Cottages and relocation of Renwick House.
Relocate Renwick House.

Table 4.1 outlines facilities projects and their proposed construction features. Existing GSF refers to the area for an existing structure or structures
on the parcel. GSF Removed refers to building area removed on the noted parcel. Proposed GSF refers to program area for the project. Change GSF
tabulates the net additional building area on the parcel after construction.
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FIG 4.2: OPEN SPACE
DEVELOPMENT

M A ST ER P LA N
O P EN SPA C E
D EVEL O P M E N T

O P E N S PA C E DEVELO P MENT
The campus landscape quadrangles,
gardens, courtyards and pedestrian ways
characterize the “college in a garden.”
The landscape integrates with building
design that emphasizes strong indooroutdoor relationships, definition of
pedestrian ways and exterior spaces and
sustainable design.
Open space development associated
with building projects:
A. Millikan Lab: New courtyard between
Millikan Laboratory and Seeley Mudd
and an improved pedestrian connection
to Skyspace and the Lincoln and Edmunds Halls courtyard. New entry plaza
and streetscape along College Avenue at
Millikan and Seeley Mudd.
B. North Housing Phase 2: Complete
the garden/activity area and new
streetscape along Sixth Street.

D. Rains Center: Extension and suitable
terminus to the east-west pedestrian way
through Smiley Hall. Extension of the
formal landscape to College Way and the
western side of Rains Center. Redevelopment of Draper Walk along the south
side of Rains Center from College Way to
Sophomore Walk. Improved connections
from Draper Walk to the north courtyard
at Bridges Auditorium.
E. International Center: New public
plaza, entry courtyard and gardens. Extension of the east-west pedestrian way
from Sumner Hall to Studio Art Hall.
F. 8th Street Administration Building:
New south entry courtyard.

C. Thatcher Music Hall: Renewal and expansion of Lyon Court. Remove concrete
mechanical equipment housing. New
46

pedestrian walkway and emergency/
service corridor from Bonita Avenue to
Fourth Street. Clear continuation of the
east-west pedestrian way through the
site from LeBus Court to College Avenue.

Open space, landscape and pedestrian
way initiatives not associated with a
specific building project:
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FIG 4.3: PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Intersections and crossings described
in Table 4.2.

MASTE R PLAN
P ED ESTRIAN
SAFETY

G. Bridges Auditorium: Entry Plaza and
College Way renewal at the west end of
Marston Quadrangle at Bridges Auditorium.
H. Sumner Hall: New landscape for
guest arrival and parking court. Improved
access from Sumner Hall to Memorial
Court.
J. Bridges Auditorium: New courtyard/
plaza at the north side of Bridges Auditorium.
K. The Hahn/Carnegie Halls: New landscape for the Hahn/Carnegie Hall courtyard.
L. The Wash: Renovation and restoration
of the Wash.
P EDESTRIA N SA FETY
College Avenue and Sixth Street are Collector roadways passing through the College campus. Intersection and mid-block
crossings are, in many cases, inconsistent
with current practices for design and
markings that contribute to pedestrian
safety and accessibility.

Measures to consider for basic pedestrian
safety and accessibility include properly
located and designed crosswalks, adequate lighting, pedestrian bulb-outs,
ramps, parking restrictions, pavement
markings and warning signs.
Table 4.2 describes intersection and
crossings improvements and conceptual
recommendations for safety measures.
Intersections and Crossings
Eight intersections or crossings on College Avenue and Sixth Street are identified as locations with significant pedestrian movement among campus districts,
buildings and Claremont Village. (Fig 4.3)
College Avenue
College Avenue is a north-south Collector
roadway, a component of the City and regional street network. It is a historic link
between campus districts, the City and
the College. Peak hour traffic volumes
along the length of the Pomona College
campus average more than 5,000 trips
per day. On-street parking extends the
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FIG 4.4: TRAFFIC AND BICYCLE
CONTROLS

Recommendations for pedestrian and
bicycle safety on College Avenue and
Sixth Street include added stop signs
at College Avenue and Second Street
and specialized treatment for existing
bicycle lanes on Sixth Street.

length of the campus. Bike lanes south of
Bonita Avenue and north of Sixth Street
are marked. Bicyclists share automobile
lanes in the three blocks between Bonita
Avenue and Sixth Street. South of Sixth
Street, street width, on-street parking,
bicycle lanes and stop signs encourage a
degree of traffic calming along most of
College Avenue.
College Avenue and Sixth Street
Intersection (M)
Crossings at the intersection of College
Avenue and Sixth Street are the most
heavily used in the Pomona College campus precinct. The intersection is the most
complex for pedestrians. It is a campus
gateway from the north and the first stop
as vehicles enter the heart of the campus.
It is the site of the College Gates. Two
heavily travelled roadways meet, resulting in many auto-turning movements
through the intersection. Bike lanes approach the intersection from the north
and east. At peak times, large numbers
of pedestrians gather at the corner sidewalks, waiting to cross. Master Plan rec48

ommendations include bulb-outs at the
corners, defining a pedestrian scale for
the intersection, narrowing the pedestrian crossing path and providing waiting
space before crossing. Space in front of
the College Gates will be more generous, giving the Gates a better presence.
Specialized paving is recommended for
crosswalks and in the intersection. This
will increase visibility and highlight the
importance of the intersection as a gateway. ADA access ramps are improved.
College Avenue and Bonita Avenue Intersection (Q)
This intersection is an important campus
gateway from the Claremont Village and
College Avenue south. This intersection
serves as a vehicular pause for cars from
the south and west before entering the
core campus. Bonita Avenue is the designated guest entry to the College from
Indian Hill Boulevard. East of College, the
Avenue is lined with student residences
and mature street trees, creating a decidedly residential character. Master Plan
recommendations include bulb-outs at
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the corners to establish a pedestrian and
residential scale for the intersection,
more clearly designated crosswalks and
specialized paving.
Other Crossings on College Avenue
Master Plan recommendations for College Avenue crossings or intersections
at Stover Walk (N), Fourth Street (P) and
Second Street (R) improve the clarity
and visibility of crosswalks and improve
ADA access ramps. Proposed stop signs
on College Avenue at Second Street offer safer crossings on this key pedestrian
and bike route between Claremont Village and the south campus student residences and dining halls.
Sixth Street
Sixth Street is a collector street with
two traffic lanes, two bicycle lanes, no
on-street parking and an average daily
volume of more than 4,000 vehicles. Its
apparent width and arterial character invite higher speed auto and bicycle traffic.
There are no stop signs or other traffic
calming devices between Mills Avenue
and the College Way and Sixth Street
intersection, a distance of one-third
mile. Master Plan recommendations for
Sixth Street include measures for traffic
calming and new or improved pedestrian
crossings.
Bicycle Lanes
Bicycle lanes on Sixth Street from College Avenue to Mills Avenue are part of
the City and regional bicycle network.
Like cars, bicyclists often travel at higher

speeds along this roadway. The lanes in
this area should have enhanced bicycle
lane and pavement markings to improve
clarity and visibility for motorists and for
pedestrians at crossings and intersections.
Sixth Street at Sophomore Gate (U)
New development along the Columbia
Avenue axis will cause increased pedestrian traffic on the Columbia pedestrian
corridor and across Sixth Street between
Sophomore Gate and Rains Center, which
is currently an unmarked crossing. Master Plan recommendations are for a new
Sixth Street pedestrian crosswalk with
ADA ramps, pedestrian lighting and pedestrian crossing signage.
Sixth Street at College Way (T)
The intersection at Sixth Street and College Way is a three-way stop with crosswalks. Master Plan recommendations for
this intersection include improvements
for crosswalk markings and visibility, ADA
ramps and safety lighting.
Sixth Street at Smith Campus Center (S)
A well-used pedestrian desire line crosses
Sixth Street between Smith Campus
Center and Millikan Laboratory/Andrew,
Science Hall, Lincoln Edmunds Halls
and Cowart I.T. Building (S). This is an
unmarked crossing. Master Plan recommendations are for a new Sixth Street
pedestrian crosswalk with ADA ramps,
pedestrian lighting and pedestrian crossing signage.
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SMITH
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FIG 4.5: HERITAGE PLANNING
GUIDELINES
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Recommendations for the replacement
of Thatcher Hall and for building
additions to Rembrandt Hall and
Bridges Auditorium
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THE WASH
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HERITAGE PLANNING
The Pomona College campus stands
among the most significant examples of
college and university campus planning,
recognized for its heritage of planning
and for the synthesis of buildings and
landscape that shape the “college in a
garden”. This campus environment is
an essential component of the College’s
identity and the residential experience.
The place that is Pomona College developed through 100 years of planning,
stewardship, and clarity of purpose.
More than a hundred years ago, the
Myron Hunt and Ralph Cornell Master
Plans set a course that endures, informing campus development into the 21st
century. The Plans are well documented,
and their fundamental elements are understood. They describe the framework
for the College’s growth and development through open space organization,
primary and secondary circulation patterns, a hierarchy of open space and architecture and axial patterns of building
relationships.
Marston Quadrangle District is the land
area of the historic Pomona College campus described in Myron Hunt’s 1908-1913
Master Plans. The District consists of
approximately nine blocks bounded by
Sixth Street, Bonita and Harvard Avenues
and Columbia Avenue, plus the Wash. In
a monumental gesture, Bridges Auditorium terminates Marston Quadrangle on
its eastern end. College Avenue and Carn50

COLUMBIA AVENUE

Rembrandt LeBus
Hall Addition Court

E

egie Hall bound the western end of the
lawn. A formal order of axes and spatial
sequences form a rhythmical pattern of
buildings and courtyards the length of
the blocks north and south of the Quadrangle. The decidedly axial orientation
of buildings fronting Stover Walk and
Fourth Street emphasize the pattern.
Within these blocks, east-west enfilades,
which are outdoor rooms of courtyards
and colonnades, are ordered along midblock axes and pedestrian ways.
Bridges Hall of Music is one of Myron
Hunt’s finest architectural achievements,
a recognized masterpiece. The Bridges
siting and its architectural form and
dignity reveal and elevate the planning
framework, and they establish an architectural and open space hierarchy for
the south side of Marston Quadrangle.
Its Palladian entry resolutely terminates
a primary north-south axis, and its pubic
forecourt engages an east-west parterre
intended to be the length of Marston
Quadrangle. In the Plan, Bridges Hall of
Music (1915) is a definitive architectural
punctuation, fronting Fourth Street and
flanked by spaces of generous proportions.
Foundational elements and intentions
of the 1908-1921 Heritage Plans, including the hierarchical position Bridges
Hall of Music is meant to command on
the south edge of Marston Quadrangle,
are compromised by Thatcher Hall,
constructed in 1970. The north wing of
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Thatcher Hall sits well forward of the
Bridges entry portico, interrupting the
east-west public parterre and relegating Bridges to a secondary hierarchical
position. The narrow space between the
buildings, little more than the width of a
service road, denies the rhythm of open
space framing a significant architectural
element on the north-south axis. This
forward thrust into the parterre and the
long building wall of Thatcher’s north
wing diminish the architectural singularity and dignity of Bridges Hall of Music.
From Fourth Street, the narrow passageway and the imposing mechanical equipment bunker obstruct views into Lyon
Court and to Rembrandt Hall.
To restore the primacy of the heritage
planning structure and the hierarchical
prominence of Bridges Hall of Music,
certain planning guidelines should be observed for the replacement of Thatcher
Center.
Recommended Planning Guidelines for
Thatcher Music Hall replacement:
Minimum building setback from the
-Setback from the Fourth Street walkway:
North face of Bridges Hall of Music portico.
-Dimension between Bridges Hall of Music
portico and a structure north of Lyon
Courtyard: Minimum 60 feet.
-Setback from Bonita Avenue: South face
of LeBus Court.
-Setback from College Avenue curb: Minimum 40 feet.
-Building height: Two stories with eave
lines no higher than those of the Bridges
Hall of Music.
-Clear visual and axial continuation of the
east-west pedestrian way through the
site.

-Within Lyon Court, no Thatcher Hall replacement beyond a line ten feet west of
the north-south planning axis.
-Roofs: Predominantly gable or hip roofs
with red tile.
-Building colors: Predominantly the family
of colors of Bridges Hall of Music, Lebus
Court and Rembrandt Hall.
Recommended Planning Guidelines for
Rembrandt Hall Addition:
-Retain the overall character and the
north, east and west facades of the existing structure: Addition to be on the south
side of the existing structure. Through
the use of one or a combination of means
-- materials, color, architectural elements
or building form -- a new addition should
distinguish the existing building.
-Building height: Two stories, maximum
height to LeBus Court eave line.
-Roofs: Predominantly gable or hip roofs
with red tile.
-Building colors: Predominantly the family
of colors of Bridges Hall of Music, Lebus
Court and Rembrandt Hall.
Recommended Planning Guidelines for
Bridges Auditorium Addition:
-Retain the character of the north, south
and west facades.
-Building addition footprint: Only to the
east side of the existing structure, within
the north and south corners of the existing east wall. Maximum depth of an addition: 60 feet from existing east wall.
-Building Height: Maximum height to parapet line equal to parapets at northeast
and southeast corners, with approximate
elevation 1,249’.

Lyon Court:
-Remove existing mechanical equipment
and concrete mechanical equipment
housing.
-Maintain minimum 90 feet between Rembrandt Hall and Thatcher replacement to
the north.
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TABLE 4.2: PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
Location: Conceptual
Safety Measures
M

N

P

Q

S

U

College Avenue
and Fourth Street
intersection

College Avenue
and Bonita Avenue
intersection

College Avenue
and Second Street
intersection

Remarks

• All-way stop
• Stop legend, limit line
• Crosswalks
• Diagonal ADA ramps
• Street parking except
Sixth Street east of College Avenue
• Bicycle lanes east of College Avenue and north
of Sixth Street

ADD:
• Bulb-outs
• Zebra crosswalks
• Bi-directional ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Specialized paving at crosswalks
and/or intersection

• Crosswalks
• ADA ramps
• Street parking
• Shared bike lanes
• In-street pedestrian
crossing signs

ADD:
• Zebra crosswalks on College
Avenue
• Safety lighting*
• Specialized paving at crosswalk
and/or intersection

• Side street stop sign on
Fourth Street
• Stop legend, limit line
• Crosswalks north
and west sides of
intersection
• ADA ramps

ADD:
• Zebra crosswalks at College
Avenue and west Fourth Street
crossings
• Bi-directional ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*

• All-way stop
• Stop legend, limit line
• Crosswalks north
and west sides of
intersection
• Diagonal ADA ramps
• Street parking
• Bike lanes south of
Bonita Avenue

ADD:
• Stop legend and limit line at
Bonita Avenue east
• Bulb-outs
• Zebra crosswalks
• Bi-directional ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Specialized paving at crosswalks
and/or intersection

• Side street stop sign on
Second Street
• Stop legend, limit line
• Bicycle lanes on College
Avenue

ADD:
• Stop signs on College Avenue (2)
• Stop legends and limit lines
• Zebra crosswalks
• Bi-directional ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Specialized paving at crosswalks
and/or intersection

Second Street east of
College
4thColCollege Avenue
is closed
lege
to vehicular traffic except
service and emergency.

ADD:
• Zebra crosswalks
• ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Pedestrian crossing signs
• Specialized paving at crosswalk

Enhance Sixth Street
bicycle lane markings
for improved clarity and
visibility.

Bulb-out configuration
must accommodate bike
lanes on Sixth Street east
of College Avenue.

College 6th

College
Stover

Fourth Street east of
College Avenue is closed
to vehicular traffic except
service and emergency.
Street is open to vehicles
during events and performances.

College
4thCollege
College
2nd

College
4thCollege

College
2nd

coll/Bonita

College
Bonita l

College
2nd

Sixth Street crossing
at Smith Campus
Center and Andrew
Science Hall

• Bicycle lanes

Sixth Street and
College Way
intersection

• All-way stop
• Stop legend, limit line
• Crosswalks
• Diagonal ADA ramps
• Bicycle lanes

ADD:
• Zebra crosswalks
• Bi-directional ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Specialized paving at crosswalks

Enhance Sixth Street
bicycle lane markings
for improved clarity and
College
visibility. Bonita l

Sixth Street crossing
at Sophomore Gate

• Bicycle lanes

ADD:
• Zebra crosswalk
• ADA ramps
• Safety lighting*
• Pedestrian crossing signs
• Specialized paving at crosswalk

Enhance Sixth Street
bicycle lane markings
for improved clarity and
visibility.
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Smith cc
Andrew

Notes: 1. Recommended improvements are schematic. Final configurations require detailed design for confirmation.
2. Additional stop signs subject to applicable warrants.
* Safety lighting to be compatible with Pomona College Pedestrian Fixture. Fixture locations to be determined.
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Schematic
Configuration

sophmore
Smith cc
gate
Andrew

T

College Avenue and
Stover Walk crossing

Recommended
Improvements (1)

sophmore
gate

R

College Avenue and
Sixth Street intersection

Existing Conditions

College
College
Bonita l
4thCollege

6th
College
Way

College
Bonita l
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
The following administrative provisions
govern the implementation of the
Pomona College Master Plan.
A. Uses and Development Permitted
within the Pomona College Master Plan
Boundaries
1) Relationship of the Pomona College
Master Plan to the Claremont Municipal
Code Approval Process:
The permitted uses and development
within the Master Plan boundaries are
governed by the provision set forth in the
City’s Municipal Code for the Institutional
District and AV2 District (as such Code
may be amended in accordance with this
Master Plan), the City’s General Plan (as
such General Plan may be amended in
accordance with this Master Plan), this
Master Plan, and any applicable development agreement.
2) Additional Uses and Development
which may be permitted without an
Amendment to the Pomona College Master Plan:
In addition to the permitted uses outlined
in (1) above, special uses or development
which are listed in 16.306 of the Municipal Code as permitted in an Institutional
District subject to the issuance of a special use and development permit may be
permitted within the Master Plan boundaries in accordance with the appropriate
review procedures in the Municipal Code.
Administrative Procedures
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B. Development Review Procedures
1) Review Requirements:
Unless plans for buildings and structures
and all signs, luminaries, landscaping,
irrigation and other features of the site
for buildings, parking lots or other structures have been approved pursuant to
the review procedures established in the
Municipal Code, no building permits will
be issued.
2) Review Responsibilities:
All new construction, modifications, and
site changes shall be reviewed as set
forth in Section 16.300 of the Claremont
Municipal Code, as amended from time
to time.
3) Scope of Review for Projects Implementing this Master Plan:
The City’s review of specific projects
implementing components of the Pomona College Master Plan (including
parking) shall be limited to the projects’
architectural elements, layout, massing,
landscaping, lighting and compliance
with Title 16 of the Claremont Municipal
Code, the provisions of the Pomona College Master Plan and any Development
Agreement. Provisions of the Pomona
College Master Plan and any Development Agreement shall take precedence
over the provisions of Title 16 of the
Claremont Municipal Code in case of conflict. Environmental review of specific
projects shall rely on the CEQA documents adopted with the Pomona College
Master Plan. Any subsequent environ-
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mental review of a specific project shall
be limited to impacts that would occur
as a result of the project and which were
not examined as part of the CEQA documents adopted with the Pomona College
Master Plan or are more significant than
described in the CEQA documents adopted with the Pomona College Master Plan.

plan may be amended in accordance with
the plan review provision of Municipal
Code Section 16.069.030. Each amendment shall include all sections or portions
of the Pomona College that are affected
by the change. All amendments shall be
required to be consistent with the General Plan.

C. Administration of the Pomona College Master Plan
1) Administrative Adjustments: The Director of Community Development may
administratively approve the following
minor adjustments to explicit provisions
in the Pomona College Master Plan:
a) The addition of new information to
the Pomona College Master Plan maps
or text that does not change the effect of
any regulations or guidelines.
b) Minor expansion in the boundaries of
the Pomona College Master Plan, provided the area of the expansions does not
exceed five percent of the total Master
Plan area.
c) Modifications in terms of layout or
location of structures, fields, parking or
other programmatic usages in substantial conformance with the original Master
Plan, which changes do not have the effect of increasing student enrollment or
staffing and/or creating environmental
impacts greater than previously analyzed.

3) Enforcement: The Pomona College
Master Plan and/or conditions of approval shall be administered and enforced by
the City of Claremont, Community Development Department and subject to the
administrative fines program of Chapter
1.14 of the Claremont Municipal Code.

2) Master Plan Amendments:
If an amendment does not qualify as an
Administrative Adjustment, then this

4) Duration: The Pomona College Master
Plan shall be valid 15 years from the date
of Planning Commission approval. At
the conclusion of the 15-year period, the
Pomona College Master Plan will expire
unless the approval of the Master Plan is
formally extended. Once the Master Plan
expires, all planned improvements on
private property which were not implemented prior to the Master Plan’s expiration shall not be constructed unless such
improvements are approved pursuant
to a new Master Plan or other applicable
City regulations in effect at the time. If
there are remaining public improvements
for which permits have been issued and
bonds collected but not constructed prior
to expiration, then these improvements
shall be completed in a timely manner.
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